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AR FT | UH L8 TATTHT o6 THeT S ATAT Tohe T AT FHEAT & ATATAT T GH=a9% a1
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10.4

10.5

10.6

10.7

10.8

10.9

1.

11.1

FAN | FATAT TIA GHATSF AT ATl 6 ATA-A7T TIET T 6 T AT FIShERT gT
AT qaTs &7 o JAT 397 |

ATITAT TIT T A5G THAAT T GATST FH (o TL8 TATTHT GIT SHA TR T v ofF a=arerer
AT AA-G9T HIEel ATATAT T I feferar aver 2f |

TATAT T T His[g qHeage, Aaiia 1= wahfE & yrafisar & v 30 e 9z 27 @
T 3 ASAT FISRRAT T HaTaw € w47 q1r 78 giAfaa B ST s & = w&oa g
TIET TAA IAT o TAT ToeTeht [Rreas F:18 F7 6it Fofa § 2

Rt awT o2 = Ter 9% wis[g a9 E gEET YA A AT 8 SIET |

AT FISERET it FTAAET F AT 9T ATATAT ARA-TTF IT HTAATel FT G0 T AT, TIH
AlFeaTy (AT T AIFadT AT AT FISHERT AIFad< T 2 aql), g ™\ 9 A=« &
TR AT AT TAT TEATa, I1Q FlE 2, g Toqa 3T AAeaTed S T4T 21, FT q0T HIM| T(S

Fre fSea fFiET g2 8 a1 =T sk o9 § Il Aty qor o a9 sraegs fGawr a5
FATT |

TS | IATEAT TATHT TAT T TATHT A1 1 TT2AT, AT AT §9% 6 qeaeel § FrIrers
ST SrE Sff T I |

AT whTET & oo ux gfe ot g7 wahT 1 97 @ T g AR s/ st e
% FILOT ITh AT TAATT AT &l a8 T8 TATH o ATATAT T 92 HIs[@ THaTH Hl god
T, ST TRomHEaEY a7 ot A & 78 =1 =T & @ ey 29 (@ @ =

FAT 3T I 37 =0 fUwmad & Freatasmar @y § a7 ag qAaTs w0 e qIua F7 Tl g JaT
TEAFHTIN T AT e AT ATATAT | AIE € H IUEAT Z1 Tl g TFhaT g |

AT A= AT, A S Targr T FrEare! 9T .90, Fi 8T 164 F daviq ATaw RAre

=T Fud Fas & dARAT FSRET g At w BaEd § a9 # Afgw T qhar g a9qw
TW.H. F qgad TRdl ATIIfes gahed § AT A= 3T #7 At & adl gl i, STaremor
ufefearfaat & srfafes, omes o forfaa & e R STuw, o aie o2 agelt a # =i faie
77 qfere Rt @A FIShRET grT 981 &7 SRt

AT, AETETO TRt #, q1 =T qraem« gt F7 A" #3d gu Ig At e & o 5
TATE AT AT, ST AT g1, Foheft ot wame & qamer, awehl AT SIqf=d 9719 | q<h 8, TaTg AT SATHIh
T 9.9, AT 9T 164 F T TATSr of TRAT g T ATSAT FISHAT FIT .8, FT &m<T 313 F dgq
ATHLE F T A NFE w7 gwar g, s wrw e § [ &y s e aeg
srferfa=re it 9T 26 FT AT FAtET FIm

e |V - 9T IheaT

12. qTET FiAT

12.1

12.2

TH AATT § TATATT Arord St fafere Sargwer & wefera == st & w21 o 2R s & ufy
Foreft oft weqma 3 faeT 2 o AfeaT FIS6RET & A1 § FaTET S=rterd gr 8 |

TATAT T T HIGE THATS Tg AT HT Al STSTT FISHET hael (G dHTSIT HisheT
qIFEaIT F WA g g FArierd i S0 | 92eq, T Frdarer F 0 aarr Teast 6 fafa 4,
qEEted = 39 Oy FrEEEt § ity FSa F o FReifa fifean FienteT aiweaaw 5
FATaT T ST AFedaY % ITANT Al JATATT & THdT &, ot w10 forfaa § &t o Srowm)
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12.3 97w 8.1 F AT TRl a1 FXd THT L& T UL GHGTS 6l Gl o TaTel o aTef oAT<h il
TEAT T I ATATAT G 6T ST ¥ T SATATAT % AT T § A7 qiafafaa geam Argul
12.4  Eart ATHAT H, AT FISHREET G AT I ATl AR % TATT AT 90 FAF F (77 AL FE TG
TETFTIN 0 SAT<h % ST, FSAT FITHET G TATel o TFATT q&T a7 6 077 3T e o2 J1r=ar
FHITRTEAT o for aeft qaretrehl Graemsti it ITesaar it =TT § L FIHAT gE

12.5  ISTET OTHAT H, STEF TATRl a7 aTaT =71k AT Te7 7 =TT 7 41 8, IT Sl TaTat o
FTAT SATh TATF T&T T TATE 2, ATHATSTT T&T T TATT TeT KT ATAGHT, ST AT BT, UH 2AT<h % I,
AT FISHERT T TETET g T Afa Jor U ST wSRfET F foro aw, T ST aserar
qieregrat it =T § 7Y 3 |

12.6 I TETET & ATAT AT<h Uk ATHITH ¢ AT ATHATSIT 8T LT TIA T ATHITH €T 1 18 FH |

12.7  ATRAT FITHRET AEROEAT AT F FE-GHT H GATT 00 SO 97w, TR SaqEr
TS AATRAT FISHET & AT T FHAFHH F TF AT ST (Fael I BTl

12.8  Ife Afee {EmEa § § ToT AT £ U2 SUTEAT Al g al =Aranag Targt (s e sraar
se feras oft wftafoa €) & aam & RS 1 @ a9qm F o gz F, wE@ret & o faeaa &
AN AT9TE F A TF Tg-waiq AATRAT FISH FT QLT T | ATATAT Tg GATHT HAMT AT
ST T T=Ta et T a4 & arfea 7 g7 a7 =2 8.3 # 3w 71U gee47 3uTHi 7 9T 2¥ |

12.9  TTEI T UL HIS[E THAAT Kl TAHRIL 6 TOHT F 17 g1 a9 i qaT & &9 § g3+
£ Tt |
13. Fif HIShRET it AT

et =rared g Fatha gt F orvma §, =mareay i FEaE F anra +1 Fatha oiwar smatea
Fd g7 At affEatemt 9% ff=m &2 96T @

13.1  STUITEF AT |, =TT F AT 6 qive Traat/Swariorg ittt T3 3 92 a1 are @9
qiga ATSAT FISHET AT FT @9 T LT I 9T HI5[@ AT Hl Trg Wl H G AT HIHA
F ATATY ATATEH/ATIaewY/ 9T fUra® T TET &I ¢ AISE q0ead® 1 F ok AT 5
[RERIGGIER CEAR-AR I EC R E RIS Il

13.2  FETHT ATHAL |, ATATAT:, AT FISHRET ZTT TaTe! &S HLF T ST FIA ATAT TR T4 a8
T |

13.3  IULIE & ATAh TAFMATHAT U TATGl 9T 3T AT @H 6 GO & dag § qoI-997 9¢ J=qterd
/et &t e § 7@ gu @Al & 999 | AT 91 3o 6 SS9 § AT @ |

13.4  afefRafa SIa @=1 1 7T F2 & i & o =memes s=ad grem

14, FTAATE FT d=TAT

141 |sft srferaeT, Fitea =1i=e, Td TR Si/AT =TT 5T T a7 STATE 1% 9% Sutedd @
F oo srgaa # <ft sy =fw (vagmaT afeE w7 & wiaanit F =1 § seafea) st §
et sraeTasrarstl T 9re F4T |

14.2  Fifean FSEET F a1 audt afoaniir #ir st sufRata e w2 gnft| 9, o wre
STSTIAT ST A2 i< AT/ T 7 S5 2y, A7 ST ST AT it FTAATET TET g T
T AT T & THATH FH &F ST |
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14.3

14.4

14.5

14.6

14.7

14.8

14.9

TATAT TIA % THeATS, ATAaTHT AAAT ATTe4a SATh STAAT ATATAT FIT ATATHT =T F Juferfa i
FATT AT o= TAHR, % 5T STy F70 T SHA ArEST/Hrarsd avae av foiw/difeT smed/ wer
LT SATAFHTLT HSHT| FEAATRAT 6 T AT AEA ZI & THTG 0l ST 77 SATh &l A qAaTS H
AT o T SITATT ~ATATAT T ATAIA % (9T Al THeil|

qAaTs H AT g F THTq AT AT TeAT Fed, TfE Iqeqee 1, § 39 a0 T ITAse
T2V, ST T T T AT T % AHeadT g ATATHT gAaTS § AT 7 60 |

FAATET | T A ATl SATRAT 0T ATSAT FHISheT FIT HTE it T2 qgAfd Fraarer § AREHT §
oA g 2 Ere|

TATAT T 3T TET TIA % 14 foish T T 3 s =mamers % sraengame FeEtm gom|

TATAT T T T FT T ATerahT, ATTd AM=h S2r@aT Frs =7 Ifaanit S =mames e w1«
FAAT FTATAT T UL AT GHE I8 TIL JIT I IGT 3T AT ST THaT g TAT T8 AT ATATAT HT
TG JAT T THhaAT & |

FATRAT FITERRT 1 Fata =7 & gAfaa w27 gq 9% § I G0 99 0 a7 35 Sog d o
FATATAT F THGTF 6 I AR SHA I AT WIS A< F GIeAq F ATITAT i IR §
FATAT R TS STATHT FHATE & T | IF ot STA9T 1 STAse FHTAT T4T AT| 386 THATq ohet off

forpTora 1 gears gt ¥ susfy

= =T % Siad AT G S A FlS FIAATel ATSAT FHIhIERT & ST il SATAT &, AT S 9T
=T § ey =7 7 3teataa Frar s

15. fafee sgrar s/MfEewres seeaNe Jaed § 989

15.1

15.2

15.3

fafes Far wrteeor sfafe=w, 1987 & wragmi dur ygw Ao & sqea fafds agmar

Fg/FATET/ATT A/ ATAT T AFATAT FrAAT AT H, Flg ST Ah ST TZET T I FEER
FAAT A | 8, ITHhT ATl oreAr fafers Fa yrterseor  srexeq/at=ra 2ar A d3Td & qaedi geT
T o6 ATHTL s T AT Srorar sraer a7 | T ol oy

U SAfEAoir sreraT araer &1 agr T9Ta g StE 6 39 Fafea o sEred serar S derea gren
aria R =T 2l

AT STTAT SATRer it T TAT FIHATRAT o AT TLET TIA I AT AT

16. I ATAIT T FAATE! TG AT TTATT T FIAT ST ATHN F TR Tl &

16.1

16.2

TS HT GeAT FAATRAT 1 A=Al & AT &, AT & q&edl w AT FIShiaT & g0
TATAT T AATS 3@ T AGAfd grfy, A 39 frarzal & ™A d1 F#9¢ § g9are % e &
T & F1eor feu 8| Frar=at 1 d@q gq AT 9IiH foish ITese FI AT TATH HAT (ITAH
defaey F oIq=T)|

Tfy foReT FTOTET, ATH F ¥ T W@ 7T Fle ATh g0 T UL JUTeSd gral g al wradret

T B & TF I ATh il TgATH §28T TS % THeaT S Gl JATUIAT ¥ 39 i<k i 3ufeerfa =
29T ATATAT T FATIT SATUIT| THT SATTF Faed ATATAT o ATSATIAT g ITTEAT T THaT g
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F V - ey
17. IR ST srfvreafeat #1 @2
= AT § T R T s ereat ST sfsrertnat  agr ot 2 S B frfaer wheear |,
Z= wiwar =fRar, e sfarffes, gear =i sty sie aramor @2 afaffm, 1897 § faa g
18. e I Fit af<p

Tfg Ig =TT G 1 I T Faw &1 d=ree T FieATE o0 FT T € a6 g SeeT g,
I AT TF JAT UHT o F AT 3T AT AT Fer I oAUAT ITH Fe & @ F wTHA w+
ST S AT aiieh & fAoer & forg srqatea g |

19. AT FraEgT
= el § O 719l & dad § FS T T qol § Sva AT & [ad Hl TcATied Fed are [Haid
& AT ATITAT FIT fAofia fora Srosm|

20. f\w g sgat
20.1. =TT 2 aeelt 37 =TT AT FihenT 3w, 2020 Tqg g7 a7 s g
20.2. 78 & aTas(E, 2020 F 7wt & graen= 7% 9 a0 -

(%) =1 =81 3 799 B T T AEET U HTE qAT TR
(@) F=aT FRET AFw, 2020 F FOTT THIIAT/SAET G steg=eT/snaer, gt a® & o
= w1 % faeg 981 8, 37 MW % Sfavd S a6 ST
FTgA
1. AT FEaTINTT FEATE! A TRAT & ATET d73 6 G0 H30| ATAGHRTr stteraht Afa=a+,1961
F daa Agia 9ET a9 3fea ® § g FO0| YTERE R ATGT e & agd o
STferpTERTr qiere stfaerTiat & forg feifa adt § grfee 2| =T stfeapial a9 =g &
FHATT & T8 Ig AT T =0 gy § e s [t & a9 T g | 39 #e ¥
Tratead Troree =rreter srerar sttearmr a1 Ao sifaw grm|
2. FrAATel FgiRa [t T g9 92 g=rtaa gnit| 9 9ra+ &1 =8rqEs 3@ S|
3. HTH & TR SATOIAT TAT FTATAT & (HSLTTHTE STRATATT T &7 6T STUsT|

4. AT YIAAW Toaed =TT | SATHL0T 0l ST aTel Tt Soariandrsti qoT TIerwid &7 qre H|
TR Y “Bew/ET FUAT “AR AT F gt AT Sromm| stteeRranTer i 39 9w 9
‘s AfeRTO/AE g T "artea B sroa| srfeeserror #r ‘B srfeesny/ais sifear
T "t T S|

5. SfEra<hmTor, At AR, T T3 T97 7T TgARIRT 99 HISHIGE a8 1@ 9 I [ Sve
ae &g AT 7 S|

6. TIET TATHT Tg GATHT F 3 36 ITHLT HAIIL TA3H & q<h 2|

7. TTET TATH TAT 38T T & qH-aIF g Gt w1 5 g2er &9 oiq e 9 ffura g, st
G & AT ST TAT TGl SevAe il graeT grl ATSAT FHIShEAT F I et fF g it srgf=a arar
A a7, Ffs fromia =raneier Rt w3, v Frarfagat w1 g AT SO |



[PART I1—I DELHI GAZETTE : EXTRAORDINARY 13

8. FAATET T HHT AEANNTI F HIGTSA ®IF &8 T3l AT U JI€ T |
9. I« AgaTivTor 77 vETe w4 ©F FrETEr F S T U A A7 3", gad @ qar B ety §

LEPERE
agHT I

1. aTe =/eft. oA e (A )
2. 1T T o
3. Fiehd &t yearraa fafr (DD/MM/IYYYY) :
4. FTATAT T FT T -
5. TLE T T T
6. TIET T T TIAAEET07 % 979 47 94
7. FAfear FSHRET F Freor

F AT g

8. FwEATIAT T T gfargaars [ ] THTAEA o gars [ ] g [ ]

A =TT T ARAT FISHRET F [T F YEdl # 98 Ud 9693 oT g ()| § =96 Iid avey A
T FAT AT g STl aF o qF 92 AN 8| § ASAT FISHET FT eF a7 0l TgArd aal g, € AT 5T
IEEAGRERIES Y

ATEH * geTe? / WTTAFa gearerahal :

fafr:

TRE / <ITaTeT &d § 99-aa & STANT 8
ED) g =mrdis
) qaTs:

fafr (DD/MM/YYYY):

T B FT T
T 1 q9T:
T T
M) SILGH
faraer 9T 7 g, AR B
e/ /TrfT g 98

A & & 98
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TATAT % ATSATIATT AR
TR SrfaraTe  gearers:
fafer:
EIENIG LIRS
AT S, TETAaeH

HIGH COURT OF DELHI: NEW DELHI
NOTIFICATION
Delhi, the 26th October, 2021
VIDEO CONFERENCING RULES
Preface

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate, unify and streamline the procedure relating to the use of video
conferencing for Courts; and

No. 348/Rules/DHC.— In exercise of its powers under Section 7 of the Delhi High Court Act, 1966 and

Article 227 of the Constitution of India, the High Court of Delhi, with the prior approval of the Lt. Governor
of the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi, makes the following Rules.

Chapter I — Preliminary

. These Rules shall be called the “High Court of Delhi Rules for Video Conferencing for Courts 2021".

0] These Rules shall apply to such courts or proceedings or classes of courts or proceedings as the
High Court may notify in this behalf and shall come into force from the date of publication in
the Delhi Gazette.

Definitions
In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires:

(i) "Advocate" means and includes an advocate entered in any roll maintained under the provisions
of the Advocates Act, 1961 and shall also include government pleaders/advocates and officers
of the department of prosecution.

(i) "Commissioner" means a person appointed as commissioner under the provisions of Code of
Civil Procedure, 1908 (CPC), or the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (CrPC), or any
other law in force.

(iii) "Coordinator" means a person nominated as coordinator under Rule 5.
(iv) "Court" includes a physical Court and a virtual Court or tribunal.
(v) "Court Point" means the Courtroom or one or more places where the Court is

physically convened, or the place where a Commissioner or an inquiring officer holds
proceedings under the directions of the Court.

(vi) "Court User" means a user participating in Court proceedings through video conferencing at a
Court Paint.
(vii) "Designated Video Conferencing Software" means software provided by the High Court from

time to time to conduct video conferencing.

(viii) “Exceptional circumstances” include illustratively a pandemic, natural
calamities, circumstances implicating law and order and matters relating to the safety of
the accused and witnesses.

(ix) "Live Link" means and includes a live television link, audio-video electronic means or other
arrangements whereby a witness, a required person or any other person permitted to remain
present, while physically absent from the Courtroom is nevertheless virtually present in the
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Courtroom by remote communication using technology to give evidence and be cross-
examined.

(x) "Remote Point" is a place where any person or persons are required to be present or appear
through a video link.

(xi) "Remote User" means a user participating in Court proceedings through video conferencing at
a Remote Point.

(xii)  "Required Person" includes:
a. the person who is to be examined; or

b. the person in whose presence certain proceedings are to be recorded or conducted,;
or

c. an Advocate or a party in person who intends to examine a witness; or
d. any person who is required to make submissions before the Court; or

e. any other person who is permitted by the Court to appear through
video conferencing.

(xiii) “Rules” shall mean these Rules for Video Conferencing for Courts and any reference to a Rule,
Sub-Rule or Schedule shall be a reference to a Rule, Sub-Rule or Schedule of these Rules.

Chapter Il - General Principles

3. General Principles Governing Video Conferencing

(i)

(i)

Video conferencing facilities may be used at all stages of judicial proceedings and proceedings
conducted by the Court.

All proceedings conducted by a Court via video conferencing shall be judicial proceedings and all the
courtesies and protocols applicable to a physical Court shall apply to these virtual proceedings. The
protocol provided in Schedule | shall be adhered to for proceedings conducted by way of video
conferencing.

(iii) All relevant statutory provisions applicable to judicial proceedings including provisions of the CPC,

(iv)

v)

(vi)

CrPC, Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (Evidence Act), and Information
Technology Act, 2000 (IT Act), shall apply to proceedings conducted by video conferencing.

Subject to maintaining independence, impartiality and credibility of judicial proceedings, and subject to
such directions as the High Court may issue, Courts may adopt such technological advances as may
become available from time to time.

The Rules as applicable to a Court shall mutatis mutandis apply to a Commissioner appointed by the
Court to record evidence and to an inquiry officer conducting an inquiry.

There shall be no unauthorised recording of the proceedings by any person or entity.

(vii) The person defined in Rule 2(xii) shall provide identity proof as recognised by the Government of

India/State Government/Union Territory to the Court point coordinator via personal email. In case of
identity proof not being readily available the person concerned shall furnish the following personal
details: name, parentage and permanent address, as also, temporary address if any.

4. Facilities recommended for Video Conferencing

The following equipment is recommended for conducting proceedings by video conferencing at the Court
Point and the Remote Point:

Q) Desktop, Laptop, mobile devices with internet connectivity and printer;
(i)  Device ensuring uninterrupted power supply;

(iii)  Camerg;

(iv)  Microphones and speakers;

(v)  Display unit;

(vi)  Document visualizer;

(vii)  Provision of a firewall;

(viii) Adequate seating arrangements ensuring privacy;
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Adequate lighting; and

Availability of a quiet and secure space

5. Preparatory Arrangements

5.1 There shall be a Coordinator both at the Court Point and at the Remote Point from which any Required
Person is to be examined or heard. However, Coordinator may be required at the Remote Point only
when a witness or a person accused of an offence is to be examined.

5.2 In the civil and criminal Courts falling within the purview of the district judiciary, persons nominated
by the High Court or the concerned District Judge, shall perform the functions of Coordinators at the
Court Point as well as the Remote Point as provided in Rule 5.3.

5.3 The Coordinator at the Remote Point may be any of the following:

Sub Rule Where the Advocate or Required Person is at the| The Remote Point Coordinator
following Remote Point:- shall be:-

5.3.1 Overseas An official of an Indian Consulate
/ the relevant Indian Embassy / the
relevant High Commission of
India

5.3.2 Court of another state or union territory of India Any authorized official nominated
by the concerned District Judge

5.3.3 Any authorized person / official

. . L . nominated by the Chairperson or
'I\A/Ijg:g'r[::)n Centre or office of District Legal Services Secretary of the concerned District
y Legal Services Authority.

5.3.4 Jail or prison The concerned Jail Superintendent
or Officer- in-charge of the prison.

535 Hospitals administered by the Central Government, the | Medical Superintendent or an
State Government or local bodies official authorized by them or the

person in charge of the said
hospital

5.3.6 Observation Home, Special Home, Children's Home, | The Superintendent or Officer in
Shelter Home, or any institution referred to as a child| charge of that child facility or an
facility (collectively referred to as child facilities) and | official authorized by them.
where the Required Person is a juvenile or a child or a
person who is an inmate of such child facility.

5.3.7 Women’s Rescue Homes, Protection Homes, Shelter | The Superintendent or Officer-in-
Homes, Nari Niketans or any institution referred to as a| charge of the women’s facility or
women’s facility (collectively referred to as women’s | an official authorized by them.
facilities).

5.3.8 In custody, care or employment of any other government | The Superintendent or Officer-in-
office, organization or institution (collectively referred to | charge of the institutional facility
as institutional facilities). or an official authorized by them.

5.3.9 Forensic Science Lab The Administrative officer-in-
charge or their nominee.

5.3.10 In case of any other location The concerned Court may appoint

any person deemed fit and proper
who is ready and willing to render
services as a Coordinator to ensure
that the proceedings are conducted
in a fair, impartial and independent
manner and according to the
directions issued by the Court in
that behalf.
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5.3.11 Notwithstanding the provisions of Clause 5.3.1, where witness examination is to take place in a
criminal case of a person located outside the country, the provisions of the “Comprehensive Guidelines for
investigation abroad and issue of Letters Rogatory (LRs) / Mutual Legal Assistance (MLA) Request and
Service of Summons / Notices/ Judicial documents in respect of Criminal Matters” (available at
http://164.100.117.97/WriteReadData/userfiles/ISII_ComprehensiveGuidelinesMutualLegal Assistance 1712

2019.pdf) will be followed to the extent they comport with the provisions of the CrPC and the Evidence Act.
Furthermore, before the Court employs its discretion to carry out witness examination via video conference, it
will obtain the consent of the accused.

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

When a Required Person is at any of the Remote Points mentioned in Sub Rule 5.3 and video
conferencing facilities are not available at any of these places the concerned Court will formally request
the District Judge, in whose jurisdiction the Remote Point is situated to appoint a Coordinator for and to
provide a video conferencing facility from proximate and suitable Court premises.

The Coordinators at both the Court Point and Remote Point shall ensure that the recommended
requirements set out in Rule 4 are complied with so that the proceedings are conducted seamlessly.

The Coordinator at the Remote Point shall ensure that:

5.6.1 All Advocates and/or Required Persons scheduled to appear in a particular proceeding are
ready at the Remote Point designated for video conferencing at least 30 minutes before the
scheduled time.

5.6.2 No unauthorised recording device is used.

5.6.3 No unauthorised person enters the video conference room when the video conference is in
progress.

5.6.4 The person being examined is not prompted, tutored, coaxed, induced or coerced in any
manner by any person and that the person being examined does not refer to any document, script or
device without the permission of the concerned Court during the examination.

Where the witness to be examined through video conferencing requires or if it is otherwise expedient to
do so, the Court shall give sufficient notice in advance, setting out the schedule of video conferencing
and, in appropriate cases may transmit non-editable digital scanned copies of all or any part of the
record of the proceedings to the official email account of the Coordinator of the concerned Remote
Point designated under Rule 5.3.

Before the scheduled video conferencing date, the Coordinator at the Court Point shall ensure that the
Coordinator at the Remote Point receives certified copies, printouts or a soft copy of the non-editable
scanned copies of all or any part of the record of proceedings which may be required for recording
statements or evidence, or for reference. However, these shall be permitted to be used by the Required
Person only with the permission of the Court.

Whenever required the Court shall order the Coordinator at the Remote Point or at the Court Point to
provide -

5.9.1 A translator in case the person to be examined is not conversant with the official language of
the Court.

5.9.2 An expert in sign languages in case the person to be examined is impaired in speech and/or
hearing.

5.9.3 An interpreter or a special educator, as the case may be, in case a person to be examined is
differently-abled, either temporarily or permanently.

Chapter 111 - Procedure for Video Conferencing

6. Application for Appearance, Evidence and Submission by Video Conferencing:

6.1

6.2

6.3

Any party to the proceeding or witness, save and except where proceedings are initiated at the instance
of the Court, may move a request for video conferencing. A party or witness seeking a video
conferencing proceeding shall do so by making a request via the form prescribed in Schedule I1.

Any proposal to move a request for video conferencing should first be discussed with the other party or
parties to the proceeding, except where it is not possible or inappropriate, for example in cases such as
urgent applications.

On receipt of such a request and upon hearing all concerned persons, the Court will pass an appropriate
order after ascertaining that the application is not filed to impede a fair trial or to delay the proceedings.


http://164.100.117.97/WriteReadData/userfiles/ISII_ComprehensiveGuidelinesMutualLegalAssistance_17122019.pdf
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6.4 While allowing a request for video conferencing, the Court may also fix the schedule for convening the
video conferencing.

6.5 In case the video conferencing event is convened for making oral submissions, the order may require
the Advocate or party in person to submit written arguments and precedents, if any, in advance on the
official email ID of the concerned Court.

6.6 Costs, if directed to be paid, shall be deposited within the prescribed time, commencing from the date
on which the order convening proceedings through video conferencing is received.

7. Service of Summons

7.1 Summons issued to a witness who is to be examined through video conferencing, shall mention the date,
time and venue of the concerned Remote Point and shall direct the witness to attend in person along with
proof of identity or an affidavit to that effect. The existing rules regarding service of the summons and the
consequences for non-attendance, as provided in the CPC and CrPC shall apply to service of summons for
proceedings conducted by video conferencing.

7.2 Furthermore in respect of service of summons on witnesses residing outside the country, concerning
criminal matters, the provisions of “Comprehensive Guidelines for investigation abroad and issue of Letters
Rogatory (LRs) / Mutual Legal Assistance (MLA) Request and Service of Summons / Notices/ Judicial
documents in respect of Criminal Matters” (available at
http://164.100.117.97/WriteReadData/userfiles/ISII_ComprehensiveGuidelinesMutuall egalAssistance 1712
2019.pdf) will be followed to the extent they comport with the provisions of the CrPC and the extant laws.

8. Examination of persons

8.1 Any person being examined, including a witness shall, before being examined through video
conferencing, produce and file proof of identity by submitting an identity document issued or duly
recognized by the Government of India, State Government, Union Territory, or in the absence of such a
document, an affidavit attested by any of the authorities referred to in Section 139 of the CPC or Section
297 of the CrPC, as the case may be. The affidavit will inter alia state that the person, who is shown to
be the party to the proceedings or as a witness, is the same person, who is to depose at the virtual
hearing. A copy of the proof of identity or affidavit, as the case may be, will be made available to the
opposite party.

8.2 The person being examined will ordinarily be examined during the working hours of the concerned
Court or at such time as the Court may deem fit. The oath will be administered to the person being
examined by the Coordinator at the Court Point.

8.3 Where the person being examined, or the accused to be tried, is in custody, the statement or, as the case
may be, the testimony, may be recorded through video conferencing. The Court shall provide adequate
opportunity to the under-trial prisoner to consult in privacy with their counsel before, during and after
the video conferencing.

8.4 Subject to the provisions for the examination of witnesses contained in the Evidence Act, before the
examination of the witness, the documents, if any, sought to be relied upon shall be transmitted by the
applicant to the witness, so that the witness acquires familiarity with the said documents. The applicant
will file an acknowledgement with the Court in this behalf.

8.5 If a person is examined concerning a particular document then the summons to witness must be
accompanied by a duly certified photocopy of the document. The original document should be exhibited
at the Court Point as per the deposition of the concerned person being examined.

8.6 The Court would be at liberty to record the demeanour of the person being examined.

8.7 The Court will note the objections raised during the deposition of the person being examined and rule
on them.

8.8 The Court shall obtain the signature of the person being examined on the transcript once the
examination is concluded. The signed transcript will form part of the record of the judicial proceedings.
The signature on the transcript of the person being examined shall be obtained in either of the following
ways:

8.8.1 If digital signatures are available at both the concerned Court Point and Remote Point, the soft
copy of the transcript digitally signed by the presiding Judge at the Court Point shall be sent by the
official e-mail to the Remote Point where a print out of the same will be taken and signed by the
person being examined. A scanned copy of the transcript digitally signed by the Coordinator at the
Remote Point would be transmitted by official email to the Court Point. The hard copy of the signed


http://164.100.117.97/WriteReadData/userfiles/ISII_ComprehensiveGuidelinesMutualLegalAssistance_17122019.pdf
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transcript will be dispatched after the testimony is over, preferably within three days by the
Coordinator at the Remote Point to the Court Point by recognised courier/registered speed post.

8.8.2 If digital signatures are not available, the printout of the transcript shall be signed by the
presiding Judge and the representative of the parties, if any, at the Court Point and shall be sent in
non-editable scanned format to the official email account of the Remote Point, where a printout of
the same will be taken and signed by the person examined and countersigned by the Coordinator at
the Remote Point. A non-editable scanned format of the transcript so signed shall be sent by the
Coordinator of the Remote Point to the official email account of the Court Point, where a print out of
the same will be taken and shall be made a part of the judicial record. The hard copy would also be
dispatched preferably within three days by the Coordinator at the Remote Point to the Court Point
by recognised courier/registered speed post.

8.9 An audio-visual recording of the examination of the person examined shall be preserved. An encrypted
master copy with hash value shall be retained as a part of the record.

8.10 The Court may, at the request of a person to be examined, or on its own motion, taking into account the
best interests of the person to be examined, direct appropriate measures to protect the privacy of the
person examined bearing in mind aspects such as age, gender, physical condition and recognized
customs and practices.

8.11 The Coordinator at the Remote Point shall ensure that no person is present at the Remote Point, save and
except the person being examined and those whose presence is deemed administratively necessary by
the Coordinator for the proceedings to continue.

8.12 The Court may also impose such other conditions as are necessary for a given set of facts for effective
recording of the examination (especially to ensure compliance with Rule 5.6.4).

8.13 The examination shall, as far as practicable, proceed without interruption or the grant of unnecessary
adjournments. However, the Court or the Commissioner as the case may be will be at liberty to
determine whether an adjournment should be granted, and if so, on what terms.

8.14 The Court shall be guided by the provisions of the CPC and Chapter XXIII, Part B of the CrPC, the
Evidence Act and the IT Act while examining a person through video conferencing.

8.15 Where a Required Person is not capable of reaching the Court Point or the Remote Point due to sickness
or physical infirmity, or presence of the required person cannot be secured without undue delay or
expense, the Court may authorize the conduct of video conferencing from the place at which such
person is located. In such circumstances, the Court may direct the use of portable video conferencing
systems. Authority in this behalf may be given to the concerned Coordinator and/or any person deemed
fit by the Court.

8.16 Subject to such orders as the Court may pass, in case any party or person authorized by the party is
desirous of being physically present at the Remote Point at the time of recording of the testimony, such
a party shall make its arrangement for appearance /representation at the Remote Point.

9. Exhibiting or Showing Documents to Witness or Accused at a Remote Point

If in the course of examination of a person at a Remote Point by video conferencing, it is necessary to show a
document to the person, the Court may permit the document to be shown in the following manner:

9.1 |If the document is at the Court Point, by transmitting a copy or image of the document to the Remote
Point electronically, including through a document visualizer; or

9.2 If the document is at the Remote Point, by putting it to the person and transmitting a copy/image of the
same to the Court Point electronically including through a document visualizer. The hard copy of the
document countersigned by the witness and the Coordinator at the Remote Point shall be dispatched
thereafter to the Court Point via authorized courier/registered speed post.

10. Ensuring seamless video conferencing

10.1 The Advocate or Required Person, shall address the Court by video conferencing from a specified
Remote Point on the date and time specified in the order issued by the Court. The presence of the
coordinator will not be necessary at the Remote point where arguments are to be addressed by an
advocate or party in person before the Court.

10.2 If the proceedings are carried out from any of the Remote Point(s) (in situations described in Rules
5.3.1 to 5.3.9) the Coordinator at such Remote Point shall ensure compliance of all technical
requirements. However, if the proceedings are conducted from a Remote Point falling in the situation
contemplated under Rule 5.3.10, such as an Advocate’s office, the Coordinator at the Court Point shall
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ensure compliance of all technical requirements for conducting video conferencing at both the Court
Point and the Remote Point.

10.3 The Coordinator at the Court Point shall be in contact with the concerned Advocate or the Required
Person and guide them regarding the fulfilment of technical and other requirements for executing a
successful hearing through video conferencing. Any problems faced by such Remote Users shall be
resolved by the Court Point Coordinator. The Court Point Coordinator shall inter alia share the link of
the video conferencing hearing with such Remote Users.

10.4 The Coordinator at the Court Point shall ensure that any document or audio-visual files, emailed by the
Remote User, are duly received at the Court Point.

10.5 The Coordinator at the Court Point shall also conduct a trial video conferencing, preferably 30 minutes
before scheduled video conferencing to ensure that all the technical systems are in working condition at
both the Court Point and the Remote Point.

10.6 At the scheduled time, the Coordinator at the Court Point shall connect the Remote User to the Court.

10.7 On completion of the video conferencing proceeding, the Court shall mention in the order sheet the time
and duration of the proceeding, the software used (in case the software used is not the Designated Video
Conferencing Software), the issue(s) on which the Court was addressed and the documents if any that
were produced and transmitted online. In case a digital recording is tendered, the Court shall record
its duration in the order sheet along with all other requisite details.

10.8 The Court shall also record its satisfaction as to clarity, sound and connectivity for both Court Users
and Remote Users.

10.9 On the completion of video conferencing, if a Remote User believes that she/he were prejudiced due to
poor video and/or audio quality, the Remote User shall immediately inform the Coordinator at the Court
Point, who shall, in turn, communicate this information to the Court without any delay. The Court shall
consider the grievance and if it finds substance in the grievance may declare the hearing to be
incomplete and the parties may be asked to re-connect or make a physical appearance in Court.

11. Judicial remand, the framing of charge, the examination of accused and Proceedings under
Section 164 of the CrPC

11.1 The Court may, at its discretion, authorize the detention of an accused, frame charges in a criminal trial
under the CrPC by video conferencing. However, ordinarily judicial remand in the first instance or
police remand shall not be granted through video conferencing save and except in exceptional
circumstances for reasons to be recorded in writing.

11.2 The Court may, in exceptional circumstances, for reasons to be recorded in writing, examine a witness
or an accused under Section 164 of the CrPC or record the statement of the accused under Section 313
CrPC through video conferencing, while observing all due precautions to ensure that the witness or the
accused as the case may be is free of any form of coercion, threat or undue influence. The Court shall
ensure compliance with Section 26 of the Evidence Act.

Chapter 1V - General Procedure
12.General procedure

12.1 The procedure set out hereafter in this chapter is without prejudice to the procedure indicated elsewhere
in these Rules qua specific instances in which proceedings are conducted via video conferencing.

12.2 The Coordinator at the Court Point shall ensure that video conferencing is conducted only through a
Designated Video Conferencing Software. However, in the event of a technical glitch during a given
proceeding, the concerned Court may for reasons to be recorded permit the use of software other than
the Designated Video Conferencing Software for video conferencing in that particular proceeding.

12.3 The identity of the person to be examined shall be confirmed by the Court with the assistance of the
Coordinator at the Remote Point as per Rule 8.1, at the time of recording of the evidence and the same
must be reflected in the order sheet of the Court.

12.4 In civil cases, parties requesting for recording statements of the person to be examined by video
conferencing shall confirm to the Court, the location of the person, the willingness of such person to be
examined through video conferencing and the availability of technical facilities for video conferencing
at the agreed-upon time and place.

12.5 In criminal cases, where the person to be examined is a prosecution witness or a Court witness, or where
a person to be examined is a defence witness, the counsel for the prosecution or defence counsel, as the
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case may be, shall confirm to the Court the location of the person, willingness to be examined by video
conferencing and the time, place and technical facility for such video conferencing.

12.6 In case the person to be examined is an accused, the prosecution will confirm the location of the
accused at the Remote Point.

12.7 Video conferencing shall ordinarily take place during the Court hours. However, the Court may pass
suitable directions concerning the timing and schedule of video conferencing as the circumstances may
warrant.

12.8 If the accused is in custody and not present at the Court Point, the Court will order a multi-point video
conference between itself, the witness and the accused in custody to facilitate the recording of the
statement of the witness (including medical or other experts). The Court shall ensure that the defence of
the accused is not prejudiced in any manner and that the safeguards contained in Rule 8.3 are observed.

12.9 The Coordinator at the Remote Point shall be paid such amount as honorarium as may be directed by
the Court in consultation with the parties.

13. Costs of Video Conferencing

In the absence of rules prescribed by the concerned Court, the Court may take into consideration the
following circumstances when determining and/or apportioning the costs of video conferencing:

13.1 In criminal cases, the expenses of the video conferencing facility including expenses involved in
preparing soft copies / certified copies of the Court record and transmitting the same to the Coordinator
at the Remote Point, and the fee payable to the translator / interpreter / special educator, as the case may
be, as also the fee payable to the Coordinator at the Remote Point, shall be borne by such party as
directed by the Court.

13.2 In civil cases, generally, the party requesting for recording evidence through video conferencing shall
bear the expenses.

13.3 Besides the above, the Court may also make an order as to expenses as it considers appropriate, taking
into account the rules / instructions regarding payment of expenses to the complainant and witnesses, as
may be prevalent from time to time.

13.4 1t shall be open to the Court to waive the costs as warranted in a given situation.
14. Conduct of Proceedings

14.1 All Advocates, Required Persons, the party in person and/or any other person permitted by the Court to
remain physically or virtually present (hereinafter collectively referred to as participants) shall abide by
the requirements set out in Schedule I.

14.2 Before the commencement of video conferencing all participants, shall have their presence recorded.
However, in case a participant is desirous that their face or name be masked, information to that effect
will be furnished to the Court Point Coordinator before the commencement of the proceeding.

14.3 The Court Point Coordinator shall send the link / Meeting ID / Room Details via the email 1d / mobile
number furnished by the Advocate or Required Person or other participant permitted to be virtually
present by the Court. Once the proceedings have commenced, no other persons will be permitted to
participate in the virtual hearing, save and except with the permission of the Court.

14.4 The participants, after joining the hearing shall remain in the virtual lobby if available, until they are
admitted to the virtual hearing by the Coordinator at the Court Point.

14.5 Participation in the proceedings shall constitute consent by the participants to the proceedings being
recorded by video conferencing.

14.6 Establishment and disconnection of links between the Court Point and the Remote Point would be
regulated by orders of the Court.

14.7 The Court shall satisfy itself that the Advocate, Required Person or any other participant that the Court
deems necessary at the Remote Point or the Court Point can be seen and heard clearly and can see and
hear the Court.

14.8 To ensure that video conferencing is conducted seamlessly, the difficulties, if any, experienced in
connectivity must be brought to the notice of the Court at the earliest on the official email address and
mobile number of the Court Point Coordinator which has been furnished to the participant before the
commencement of the virtual hearing. No complaint shall subsequently be entertained.
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16.

14.9 Wherever any proceeding is carried out by the Court under these Rules by taking recourse to video
conferencing, this shall specifically be mentioned in the order sheet.

15. Access to Legal Aid Clinics/Camps/Lok Adalats/Jail Adalats

15.1 In conformity with the provisions of the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 and the laws in force, in
proceedings related to Legal Aid Clinics, Camps, Lok Adalats or Jail Adalats, any person who at the
Remote Point is in Jail or Prison shall be examined by the Chairman / Secretary of the District Legal
Service Authority or Members of Lok Adalats before passing any award or orders as per law.

15.2 Such award or order shall have the same force as if it was passed by the regular Lok Adalat or Jail
Adalat.

15.3 Copy of the award or order and the record of proceedings shall be sent to the Remote Point.
Allowing persons who are not parties to the case to view the proceedings

16.1 To observe the requirement of an open Court proceeding, members of the public will be allowed to view
Court hearings conducted through video conferencing, except proceedings ordered for reasons recorded in
writing to be conducted in-camera. The Court shall endeavour to make available sufficient links (consistent
with available bandwidth) for accessing the proceedings.

16.2 Where, for any reason, a person unconnected with the case is present at the Remote Point, that person
shall be identified by the Coordinator at the Remote Point at the start of the proceedings and the purpose of
the presence of that person shall be conveyed to the Court. Such a person shall continue to remain present
only if ordered so by the Court.

Chapter V — Miscellaneous
17. Reference to Words and Expressions

Words and expressions used and not defined in these Rules shall have the same meaning as assigned to them
in the CPC, the CrPC, Evidence Act, IT Act, and the General Clauses Act, 1897.

18. Power to Relax

The High Court may if satisfied that the operation of any Rule is causing undue hardship, by order dispense
with or relax the requirements of that Rule to such extent and subject to such conditions, as may be stipulated
to deal with the case in a just and equitable manner.

19. Residual Provisions

Matters concerning which no express provision has been made in these Rules shall be decided by the Court
consistent with the principle of furthering the interests of justice.

20. Repeal and Savings
20.1. The High Court of Delhi Rules for Video Conferencing for Courts, 2020 are hereby repealed.
20.2 Notwithstanding the repeal, provisions of 2020 Rules shall apply to:-

a) Actions and proceedings commenced before these rules came into force.

b) All notifications/orders published/issued under the Video Conferencing Rules 2020, to the extent
they are not repugnant to these rules, shall be deemed to have being made or issued under these rules.

SCHEDULE I

1. All participants shall wear sober attire consistent with the dignity of the proceedings. Advocates shall be
appropriately dressed in professional attire prescribed under the Advocates Act, 1961. Police officials
shall appear in the uniform prescribed for police officials under the relevant statute or orders. The attire
for judicial officers and court staff will be as specified in the relevant rules prescribed in that behalf by the
High Court. The decision of the Presiding Judge or officer as to the dress code will be final.

2. Proceedings shall be conducted at the appointed date and time. Punctuality shall be scrupulously
observed.

3. The case will be called out and appearances shall be recorded on the direction of the Court.

4. Every participant shall adhere to the courtesies and protocol that are followed in a physical Court. Judges
will be addressed as “Madam/Sir” or “Your Honour”. Officers will be addressed by their designation such
as “Bench Officer/Court Master”. Advocates will be addressed as “Learned Counsel/Senior Counsel”
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5. Advocates, Required Persons, parties in person and other participants shall keep their microphones muted
till they are called upon to make submissions.

6. Remote Users shall ensure that their devices are free from malware.

7. Remote Users and the Coordinator at the Remote Point shall ensure that the Remote Point is situated in a
quiet location, is properly secured and has sufficient internet coverage. Any unwarranted disturbance
caused during video conferencing may if the Presiding Judge so directs render the proceedings non-est.

8. All participants’ cell phones shall remain switched off or in aeroplane mode during the proceedings.

9. All participants should endeavour to look into the camera, remain attentive and not engage in any other
activity during the proceedings.

SCHEDULE 11
Request Form for Video Conference
. Case Number / CNR Number (if any)
. Cause Title
. Proposed Date of conference (DD/MM/YYYY):

. Location of the Court Point(s):

. Location of the Remote Point(s):

. Names & Designation of the Participants at the Remote Point:

~N o o B~ W N P

. Reasons for Video Conferencing:

In the matter of:

8. Nature of Proceedings: Final Hearing I:I Motion Hearing I:I Others I:I

I have read and understood the provisions of Rules for Video Conferencing for Courts (hyperlink). I
undertake to remain bound by the same to the extent applicable to me. | agree to pay video conferencing
charges if so, directed by the Court.

Signature of the applicant/authorised signatory:
Date:

For use of the Registry / Court Point Coordinator

A) Bench assigned:

B) Hearing:

Held on (DD/MM/YYYY): Commencement Time:
End time:

Number of hours:

C) Costs:

Overseas transmission charges if any:

To be Incurred by Applicant /Respondent:

To be shared equally:
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Waived; as ordered by the Court:
Signature of the authorised officer:
Date:
By Order

MANOJ JAIN, Registrar General
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