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SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION 417.05

EUROPEAN PATENT CONVENTION
REGULATIONS

1st March, 2007

LEGAL NOTICE 99 of 2007, as amended by Legal Notice 426 of 2007.

1. The title of these regulations is the European Ratecitation.
Convention Regulations.

2. In these regulations, unless the context otherw@sglires - Interpretation.

"the Act" means the Patents and Designs Act, andd&@nd cCap. 417.
expressions used in these regulations shall hawesdme meaning
as is given to them in the Act;

"the Convention" means the Convention on the Granht
European Patents, done at Munich on 5th Octobet3 B3 revised
and done at Munich on 29th November, 2000;

"European patent" means a patent granted by thefaan
Patent Office in accordance with the Convention;

"European patent application” means an applicationa
European patent filed in accordance with the Cotiean

"the Office" means the national office responsifide granting
patents in Malta.

3. The fees to be paid in respect of any applicatiopges.
registration or any other matter under these regohs shall be
those prescribed in the Schedule of Fees to thegpalations.

4. (1) European patents and European patent applicati@pplicable law.
designating Malta shall be governed by these remra and by the
Act unless otherwise provided in the Convention.

(2) In the case of conflict between the provisionk the
Convention and those of these regulations or of Alce, the
provisions of the Convention shall prevail.

5. (1) European patent applications, except divisionagiling of European
applications, may be filed with the Office in angniguage Patentapplications.
admissible under Article 14(1) and (2) of the Comen. This is to
be accompanied by the prescribed transmittal fee.

(2) The following shall require a translation intemdish to be
filed within one month of filing the European patexpplication:

(@) an indication that a European patent is sought;

(b) the information that will enable the applicant be
identified.

(3) Applicants having their residence or principdhqe of
business in Malta shall file a European patent apgtion
concerning an invention that may affect the natiosecurity of
Malta with the Office; except in cases where pripris claimed
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Effects of a
European patent
application.

Effects of a
European patent.

Authentic text of
European patents.

Annual fees.

from a first filing in Malta.

6. (1) A European patent application, designating Matal
which has been accorded a filing date, shall beiveajant to a
regular national application, where appropriatethwthe priority
claimed for the European patent application and tebaver the
outcome of such application may be.

(2) A published European patent application desiggabMalta
shall confer the protection conferred under arti2¥eby virtue of
article 28 of the Act as from the date of its pwaliion by the
European Patent Office.

7. (1) A European patent designating Malta shall, scibje
subregulations (2) to (4), confer from the datehef mention of its
grant by the European Patent Office the same rigista patent
granted by the Office.

(2) (@) The owner of the patent shall furnish a transkatito
English to the Office within the prescribed perias
stipulated in Article 65 (1) of the Convention.

(b) An extension of this period may be applied for asd
to be accompanied by the prescribed fee. The
requested extension shall not exceed two months.

(3) Where, as a result of an opposition procedurireethe
European Patent Office, the European patent is taaied as
amended, subregulation (2) shaillitatis mutandis apply.

(4) In the event of failure to comply with the retgrments laid
down in accordance with subregulations (2) or (Bg European
patent shall be deemed to be valinitio.

(5) Re-establishment of rights under article 46ed Act shall
apply mutatis mutandis.

8. (1) Where a translation prescribed under regulatibn
confers protection which is narrower than that aynéd by the
European patent in the language of the proceedisggh
translation shall be regarded as the authentic o¢lxér than for
revocation proceedings.

(2) The owner of the European patent may file a eced
translation at any time. The corrected translagsball take effect
only after it has been made available to the pubji¢che Office.

(3) Any person who, in good faith, is using or hamda
effective and serious preparations for using areirion, the use of
which would not constitute infringement of the patén the
original translation may, after the corrected titatisn takes effect,
continue such use in the course of his businesf®iothe needs
thereof without payment.

9. Annual fees for European patents shall be paidh®e t
Office for each year following that in which the men of the
grant of the European patent is published by theopean Patent
Office.
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10. (1) A European patent application designating Maftay Conversion into a
be converted into a national patent application neltte European “a“?”at'.pate“t
patent application is deemed to be withdrawn punsua Article application.
77(5) of the Convention or, because the translatodrthe
application under Article 14(2) of the Conventioashnot been
filed in due time, pursuant to Article 90(3) of tG®nvention.

(2) The applicant shall within two (2) months froret date
when the Comptroller invites the applicant to subthé translation
into any one of the official languages of the OHipay the
prescribed fee.

(3) Where the Comptroller decides that a request #or
conversion application is admissible, it shall beated as an
application for registration of a patent under Aud.

(4) A decision of the Comptroller in relation to arversion
application shall be treated as a decision of tben@troller under
the Act.

11. Where a European patent designating Malta and iamelt Simultaneous
patent having the same filing date or, where ptiptias been Protection.
claimed, the same priority date, have been grantethe same
person or his successor in title, the national pashall have no
effect to the extent that it covers the same invemtas the
European patent as from the date on which the tima-for filing
an opposition to the European patent has expiretthauit an
opposition having been filed or as from the datewdrich the
opposition procedure has resulted in a final derighaintaining
the European patent.
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Substituted by: Schedule of Fees
L.N. 426 of 2007.

(Regulation 3)
Transmittal fee for the filing of a European Patent€46.59 + courier service
charges

Conversion into a national patent application...... €698.81
Submission of translated documents in terms of
regulation 5(1) .....cooiiiiiiii €232.94
Submission of translation in terms of regulation
T(2)([D) v ovvveei e ——————— €232.94
Filing of a corrected translation ....................... €116.47
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