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ACT N 0. Ill OF 1914. 

~- . ...... __ .,_ . ...,:_. 

('Receivf}(/1 tlte asse.nt of tli.e .·Governor 6en,§_raZ · on i!te 24tk 
·February, 1914.) 

Ail. A!W ,tQ, ~odif:v {),n,d ·~.dd .· t.o the prpyi~ions of ·the 
Copyright Act, Jell. 

WHEREA:S it is expedient to modify and ~dd 
to the provisions of the Copyright Act,· 1911, 

·in its application to British Indi~ ; lt is hereby 
enacted as follows :-. · . 

CHAPTER I. 
PRE,LIMIN ARY. 

l. {1) Tl:ds Act PJ.ilY ge ,cag(3d tA~ IVtdian Copy- Short title 
rjght l\'~t, 1914, · · and extent. 

· (:9) It .extep.ds to th,e whole pf iarJtish India · 
including British Baluchista,.n, ;the :P!§tr-i.ct of Angul 
ap.Q. .the Son,thal Parga,na,s. 
. .2. In this Act, uulef'!S the;r~ f.~ :~PY.tll~Jtg"repugnantnefinitions. 

ip. .the s;u.'Pject or context,~ . 
(;!.) ''the Copyright.. .A.e;t" .:me~.ns the A et of 

1 & 2,·,Qeo. Parliament entitle<;l the Copyright Act, 
5, c. 46. 1911 : and 

(2) words arid expressions defined -in the Copy­
right Act 'b,ave t)J.E:J .~a me ·.me-anings as in 
.tl;lat Apt . 

. c:]IAPTE!l. lJ. 

·Q~:N.~;L)\tUCJ':IO~ .pm . lv.J;qpiF!9;}?;};0~ :9,f ;r~;¥ &QPY· 
,ll-};,9-~2' ~-<il· ., 

~a. .. Ll;t t;4e ,~p·nligation_.·. ·to_.-_;_ ... :& ... _J __ t.ish_· _--a;_ ndia of the Appclicati~nht 
, ,__; , · ·· .. I" ·. · - .• ' · ·- · · . O• opyr1g . 

~.Pi}wyr!g~ 4~t i(:t;t:,<i(iliP~ ~gf -;w.h;1~h ,t\~Qt, ,J}~Cept su'ch of Act to 

t~~ '1!.>;>@JYd~k9Jl~ ~th.~:I,\~.QJ '',l\~ ·"'""11~ .,e~~r~&)F. oll~stricted. to ~r~;~h India 

the adaptations. 



8. Oopy1·ight. [ACT rrr, · 

( Ohetptm• II.-Oonst1•uation and ·Modification of the 
Oopy1·ight Aat.) 

the United Kingdom, is set out in thtt First Schedule), 
the following modifications shall be made, namely :-. 

( 1) the powers of the · Board of Trade under 
· section 3 shall, in the case of works first 

published in British India, be exercised 
by the Governor General in Council ; 

(2) the powers of the ;Board of Trade under 
section 19 . shall, as regards records, per­
forated rolls and other contrivances, the 
original plate of which was made in 
British India, be exercised by the Gov­
ernor General. in Council; and_ the con­
firmation of Parliament shall not be 
necessary to the exercise of any of these 
powers; 

(8) the references in section 19, sub-section (4), 
and in section. 24, sub-section (1), to 
arbitration shall be read as references to 
arbitration in accordance with the law for 
the time being in f0rce in that part of 
British India in which the dispute occurs ; 

(4) ns regards works the authors whereof were 
'at the time of the making of the works 
resident in British India, and as regards 
worksfirst published in British India, the 
reference in section 22 to the Patents and 7 Edw. vn, 
Designs Act, 1907, shall be construed as Cap. 2~; 

. a reference to the Indian Patents and 
Designs Act, 1911, and the reference inn of 1911. 

the said section to section 86 of the Patents 
and Designs Act, Hl07, shall be construed bEd~·9VII, as a reference to section 77 of the Indian ap. · 

Patents and Designs Act, 1911 ; n of 1911. 

(5) as regard-s works first published in British 
India, the reference 'in section 24, sub-

. section (1), proviso (a), to the London 
Gazette and two London newspapers shall 
be construed as a reference to the Gazette 

of 
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· · (Chapter I I.-'- Construction and Modifioation of the 
· Copyriolzt .Aot.) ·. 

of India and two newspapers published in 
British India ; and the reference in proviso 
(b) of the same sub-section of the same 

·section to the 26th day of July, 1910, 
shall, as regards works the authors where­
of were at the time of the making of the 
works resident in British India, and as·. 
regards works first published in British 
India, be construed as a reference to the 
30th day of October, 1912. · 

4 .. (1) In the case of works first published in Modific~~ion 
13 't' h I . d' . · ht h ll b b • t t th' 1' · of copy,,ght r1 lS n Ia, copyng , S a 0 SU JeC . 0 · 18 liDI- as regards 

tation that the sole right to produce, reproduce, per- translation of 

form or publish a translation of. the work shall subsist ;~bh:~;~\n 
only for a period of ten yea1·s from the date of the first British India. 

publication of the vvork : · 
_ Provided that if within the said period the author, 
or any person to whom he has granted permission so 
to do, puhlishAs a trau~latioil of any suoh work in any 
language, copyright in such work as rega.rds the sole 
right to produce, reproduce, perform or· publish a 
translatjon in that language shall not .be subject to the 
limitation prescribed in this sub-section . 

. (2) For· the purposes of sub-section (1} the ex­
pression '' author " includes the legal representative 

·of a deceased author. · · 
. . 

.· 5. In the application of the Copyright Act to Musical wor~rs . 
· l k · tl t} h f th · • f made by rest· muswa .wor s .. le au · wrs w ereo · were at e time o dent of, or 

the making of the works resident in 13ritish India or first published 

t . • 1 k ~ t b l' h d ' B • t' h I d' 'th in British o m uswa wor s .urs pu IS e In rr IS . D m, e In'dia. 

term" musical work" shall, save as otherwise express~ 
ly provided by the Copyright Act, mean "any combi., 
nation of melody and harmony, or either of them, 
which has been reduced to writing." , · 

· 6. (1) Copies made out of British India of any I~por~ation 
k ' h' } . ht b ' t h' h 'f d • of coptes wor m w 1c 1 copyr1g · su s1s s w IC 1 ma e In · 

British India would infringe copyright, and as to· 
_which the owner of. the copyright··· gives notice in 
writing by himself or his agent to the Chief Customs 

· · officer. 



10 ( A(l'P III, 

(Chapter II.-Oonstruation and Modi.fiaa4ion of,lhe, 
Copyright .Llat.) 

vm of 1878. officer, as defined in the ,Sea Customs Act,· 1878, that 
he is desirous that such copies should. not be imported 
into British India, shall not be so imported, and shall, 

. subject to the provisions of this section, be deemed to 
be prohibited imports within the meaning .of section · 

. nr o£ 1s1s 18 of the Sea Custom~;~ Act, 1878. .. . 
(2) Before detaining any st~-ch copie,s, or taking 

. any further proc.eedings with ... a view to ,the. confisca­
tion thereof, such .Chief Oustoms offic~r. or 8Jnyother 
officer appointed by the Local Government. in ,this 
behalf, may require the regulations under this section,. 
whether as to i:aformation, security, conditions (}r 
other matters, . to be complied with, and may satisfy 
himself, in accordance .with these regulations, that 
the copies are such as are prohibited by this section 
to be imported. 

(3) The Governor General in Council ma ·by . 
notification in the Gazette of India, make reg ' ions, 
either general or special, respecting the deten n and . 
confiscatio~. of ·copies the importation of w ich is 
prohibited by this section, and the conditions, if .any, 
to be fulfilled before such detention and confiscation; 
and may, by such regulations, determl.ne the infor~ 
mation, notices· and security to be given, and the 
evidence re(};uisite for any of the purposes of this sec­
tion, and the mode of verification of such evidence. 

. · (4) Such regulations may apply to copies of all : 
. works the importation of copies of which is prohibited 

·by this section, or different regulations may he made . 
respecting different classes of s:uch workS,. ·· · . 

(5) The reguJations may ;providt;Jd;or tll.e ip.£or.:.;n,. 
a11t re~imbursing the Secret~ry of .S.tat~ for India in 
Council all expenses :;t!ld damages i!l9Ur11ed inlie~pect 

·of any detention ''.rnade on his inforwa,t\on, li),ll,d 9f ,~ny · 
·proceedings cousequ~nt on such.detention; ,\1:o,d 1ll!iLY 
provide .thJtt .u,otiGes giv~n 11nder .t,h,e Copyr~gP:t Ad' 
to th.e CoU1mjS.sion~rs of Customs a,rid ~xcisp .of .the 

· JTl1ited 
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· -( Onaptet•1t;-::.;;:.:'fforist1•u7ftion/alill M'iifiifl7Fa~'?/l!in C:O.t~ili~ ·-

Ooput·ight Act. (Jkapter I1I.-Penalties.) 

United Kingdom, an:d "comniuhicate'd· >1:1y 'that rautfio .. 
rity· to any ·S,u thori'ty ·in British India, shall be deemed 
to 'h;at'e been given 'by 'the ·owner to ;the 'Said 'Chief 
Customs officer. . . 

J6) T)lis section shail have effect as 'the necessary 
modification o! section 14 of the Copyright Act. 

CHAPTER III. 

P-ENALTIES. 

'7, If any ii>ei•son ,knowingly- _ 'Offences. in 
. , , • • . ·respe:c.t of 

(a) makes for sale or hue any mfrmgmg copy in£r_inging 

of a work. in which copyright subsists ; copws. 

or 
(b) sells or lets for hire, or by way of trade e~­

·poses or offers for sate 'Or .hire, any infring­
>ing.copy ·of allY such work; or 

'(d) distributes infringing copies ofan~such work, 
either for the purposes o£ trade or to such 
an extent as to affect · pr~judicially the 
owner of·the copyright; or. 

(d) by way ·df trade ·exhihits in public ·any in· 
fringing copy of any such work ; ·or 

(e) imports for sale or hire intoBritish India any 
infringing copy·of anysuch work; .. 

he shall be punishable with fine which may extend :to 
twenty rupees for .every copy dealt with in contraven­
tion of this section, but not exceeding five hundred 
rupees in respect of the same transaction. 

8. If any person 'knowingly makes, or has in his Possession o£ 

p~sse~sion, a~y plate for the. purp?se of m::king in- ~~~c~:c:~:· 
frmgmg cop1es of any work lU wh1ch copynght sub- !ng in£,:ing, 

sists, or knowingly and for his private profit causes mg copws. 

auy such work to he ·performed in public without tthe 
consent of the owner of the copyright, he shall be 
punishable with fine which may extend to five 
hundred rupees. 

9. If 
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.... 

. (Ohapte1· III.-Pe1zaltioB. Ohaptm· IV.­
Miscellaneous.) 

Punishment. , ·9, If any. ·person, · after_ having. been previously· 
on second 
conviction. convicted of an offence punishable under section 7 or 

Power of 
Court to dis · 
pose of in· 
fringing 
copies o1· 
plates ·for 
purpose of 
making in· 
fl'iuging· 
copies. 

section 8 is subsequently convicted of an offence 
punishable under either of these sections, he shall be 
punishable with· simple imprisonment wJ?.ich may 
"extend to one month, or with fine which may extend 
to one thousand rupees, or with both. 

10. (1) The . Court before which any offence 
under this Chapter is tried may, whether the alleged 
offender. is convicted or not, order that all copies of 
the work or all plates in the possession of the alleg-ed 
offender, which appear to it to be infringing copies, 
or plates for the purpose of making infringing copies, 
be destroyed or dRlivered up to the owner of the copy­
right, or otherwise dealt with as the Court may think 
fit. . 
· · (2) Any person affected by an order under· sub­

section (1) may, within thirty days of the date of such 
order, appeal to the Court to which appeals from the 
Court making the order ordinarily lie ; and such · 
appellate Court may direct that execution of the 
order bestayed pending consideration of the appeal. 

Cognizance o£ 11. No Court inferior to that of a Presidency 
offences. Magistrate or a Magistrate of the first class shall try 

any offence against this Act. 
s~ving in 12. The provjsio:p.s of this Chapter shall not 
c£a~eof in-t b. apply to any case to which section 9 of the Copy-

rmgemen y • . a· h . . . a· . 
construction right Act, regar lng t e restnctlOnS on reme les lll 

of building. the case of a work of architecture, applies. 

CHAPTER IV. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

~o?r~s hav!ng 13. Every suit or other civil proceeding regarding 
ClVll Jlll'lSdlC· • f . f . . • ht h ll b • t't t d d 
tion regarding lll ·nngement 0 eopyr1g S a e lllS l U e . an 
infringe'?ent tried in the High Court or the Court of the District 
of copyr1gbt, J d . . · u ge. 

14. No 
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14. No suit or other civil proceeding instituted Eff~ct o~ non· 

after the 30th of October, 1912, regarding infringe- ~':~:;~r;~nxx: 
ment of copyright in any book the author whereof was of 184'7. 
at the time of making- the book resident in British 
India, or of any book 'first published in British India, 
shall be dismissed by reason only that the registration of 
such book had not been effected in accordance with 

XX of 184'7. the provisions of the Indian Copyright Act, 1847.-
15. The enactments mentioned in the Second Repeals. 

Schedule are hereby repealed to the extent specified 
in the fou1:th colum:n thereof. · 

'l'HE FIRST SCHEDULE 



(Tho 1li1·st ~CJ,h~d11t(J.-l?(Jrtiartt8. of thfJ P~pgt•ight Aot, 
1911, applicable to Britisk Ind/~;a.) · .. 

. THE. F~lJ;.ST ·scHEPUliE. 

fqRTI~Ns OF TitE . CoPYRIGHT AoT A:PPLIOAB:LE TO BRrTrsR 
.INDIA. 

(See ~ection 8.) 

CO:PYit~GHT ACT, HHl. 

n .~ ~. G~9· 5, 9¥·. *aa 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS. 

PART L 

IM:PERU.L CoPYJtiGR'I\ 

Sl!lOTIONS. 

1. Oop~right. 
2. Infrmgement of copyright. 
3. Term of copyright. 
4. Compulsory licences. 
5. Ownership of copyright, etc. 

Civil Remedies. 
6. Civil remedies for infringement of copyright. 
7. Rights of owner against persons possessing or dealing 

with infringing copies, etc. 
8. Exemption of innocent infringer from liability ·to pay 

damages, etc. 
9. Restriction on remedies in the Cas~ of architecture, 

lO. Limitation of actions. 

* •* * 
lmp.o~·tation of Copies. 

14. Impo1·tation of copies. 

* 

Delivery of Books to Libraries. 

* 

1!). Deliveryii~ copies to British Museum and other libraries. 
'· . Speciat 
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His .Majesty's domi:ncioJ:!.s t.o whicP. Act l3~tepds. 

24t. Existing, works. 

Application to British Possessions. 

25 .. Application of Aot to British dominions, 
26. Legislative powers of self-governing <iominions. 
2 7. Power of Legislatures of .British possessions to pass 

supplemental legislatio!J,. 
~8.. ,4.pplic~tiol). to prote,c~orates. 
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I,NTERN~TWNAL COPYRIGHT. 

,2,9 •. I>owed0 extend Act to foreign works. 
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PART Ill. 

SuPP;r;mMENTA:L PROVISIONS. 
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(The Fii•st Schedule.- Po'rtions qf tlb-e Oopy1•i!}ht Act, . 
. 1911~ applicable to British India.) 

Chapter 46. 

AN AC'f TO AMEND AND CONSOLIDATE THE 
LAW RELA'riNG TO COPYRIGHT. 

[16TH DECEMBER, 1911.] 
Be it enacted by the King's Most Excellent 

Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Lords Spiritual and 'l'emporal, and Commons in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows :-

PART I. 

IMPERIAL 'COPYRIGHT. 

Rights. 

Copyl'ight. 1. "(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, copy-
right shall subsist throughout the parts of His 
Majesty's dominions to which this Act extends for 
the term hereinafter mentioned }n every original 
literary dramatic musical and artistic work, if- . 

(a) in the case of a published work, the work 
was first published within such parts of 
His Majesty's dominions as aforesaid ; 
and ·· 

· (b) in. the case of an unpublished work, the 
author was at the date of the making of 
the work a British sulJject or resident 
within such parts of His Majesty's 
dominions as aforesaid ; · 

but in no other works, except so far as the protection 
conferred by this Act is extended by Orders in 
Council thereunder relating to self·gove1·ning domi­
nions to which this Act does not extend and to 
foreign_ count1·ies. 

(2) For 
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(2) For the purposes of this Act, " copyright" 
means the sole right to produce or· reproduce the 
work or any substantial part thereof in any material 
form whatsoever, to perform, or in the case of a 
lecture to deliver, the work or 1my substantial part 
thereof in public ; if the work is unpublished, to 
publish the work or any substantial part thereof ; and 
shall include the sole right-

( a) to produce, reproduce, perform, or publish 
any translation of the work ; 

(b) in the case of a dramatic work, to convert 
it into a novel or other non-dramatic 
work; 

(c) in tbe case of a novel or other non-dramatic 
work, or of an artistic work, to convert 
it into a dramatic work, by way of per­
formance in public or otherwise ; 

(d) in the case of a literary dramatic or musical 
work, to make any record, perforated roll, 
cinematograph film, or other contrivance 
by means of which the work may be 
mechanically rerformed or delivered; 

· and to authorise any such acts as aforesaid. 
( 3) For the purposes of this Act, publication, in 

relation to any work, means the issue of copies of 
the work to the public, and does not include the 
performance in public of a dramatic or musical 
work, the delivery in public of a lecture, the exhi­
bition in public of an artistic work, o;r the con­
struction of an architectural work of art, hut, for the 
purposes of this provision, the"issue of photographs 
and engravings of works of sculpture and architectural 
works of art shall not he deemed to be publication of· 
such works. 

2. (1) Copyright in a work shall be deemed to In~ring~?lent 
b · f · d b h · h t h t of copynght, e In nnge y any person w o, w1t ou t e consen · 
of the owner of the copyright, does anything the sole 

right 
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· ·-TPlirrJJh>QrSoliiTiJ:ule~·:=:.PrYl'tionsof-t1retfopJlrigh:t-71ot;:--· 
1911, applicable to' B1'itish India.) 

right to do which is by this Act ~onferred on the 
owner .of· the copyright : Provided that the fol~ 
lowing acts shall not constitute an infringement of 
eopyright :- . 

(i) .Any fair dealing wjth any work for the 
·purposes of private study, research, cri­
ticis:m, review, or newspaper summary :. 

(ii) Where· the author of an artistic· work is not 
the owner of the copyright therein, the· 
use by the author of any mould, cast,. 
sketch, plan, model, . or study made by 
him for the purpose of the work, provided 
that he doeR not thereby repeat or imitate 
the main design of that work: 

~iii) Tl~e making , or publishing of paintings, 
dra.wings, engravings, or photographs of 
a work of sculpture or artistic crafts­
manship, if permanently situate in a, 

public place or building, or the making or 
publishing of paintings, drawings, engrav­
ings or photographs (which are not in 
the nature of architectural drawings or­
plans) of any architectural :work of art : · 

(iv) The publication in a collection, mainly 
composed of "non-copyright matter, bona 
fide intended for the use of schools, and 
so described in the title and in any ad­
vertisements issued by the publisher, of 
short passages from published literary 
works not themselves published for the 
use of schpols in which copyright subsists: 
Provided that not more than two of such 
passages from works by . the same author 
are published by the imtne publisher 
within five years, and that the source 
from which such passages are taken is 
acknowledged : 

{v) The publication in a newspaper of a report 
of a lecture delivered in public, unless the. 

. repoit 
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report is prohibited by conspicuous written 
or printed notiee affixed before and main­
t~ined during the lecture at or about the · 
main entra-nce of the bui~ding in which 
the. lectur.e is given, and, except whilst 

· the building is being used for public worG 
ship, in a position near the lecturer ; but 
nothing in this paragraph shall affect the 

.. provisions in paragraph (i) as to news· 
paper summaries : · 

(v:i) The reading· or l'ecitation in public. by one 
person of any reasonable extract from any 
published work. · 

(2) Copyright in a work shall also be d'eemed to 
be infri;nged: by any person who-

( a) sells or lets for hire, or by way of trade 
ex poses or offers for sale or hire ; or 

(b) dist;ributes either for the purposes of trade or 
to such an extent as to affect prejudicinlly 
the owner of the copyright~ or 

(e). by way of trade exhibits il}. public; or 
(d) imports fo:r sale or hire :into any part of Bis 

Majesty's. dominions to which tllis Act 
extends, 

'an,y work which to his knowledge infringes copy­
right or! would~in£ring.e copyright if it had been made 
witP.Jil..;tq9, pa_rl; of His Majesty's domh1ions in or into 
wl,iicJ;L tlie. sale or hiring; exposure, offering for sale 
or ~ii'.~,,dis.t:rib1ltion, exhibition, or importation took 
plac.e~;. 
- (8J Glo;p,y'J.')gbJ in a work shaH also be deemed to 

. be i;Rfring~d~-J~y an,y,JJerson who for. his private p;vof1t 
Hl!)f.~it.s,;a_ the~tt·e or other pla;ce of e~tertainment, to 
b~:used-for.thtl performance m pubhc of. the W{)rk 
witb.oRt th<:LOO».sent of the owner of tl1e copyl'ightj 
u:nle§.~,. ~t,L wa,. not. aware,. and had no reasonable 

ground 
c~ll 
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ground 'for suspecting, that the performance would 
be an infringement of copyright. 

3. The term for which copyright shall subsist shall, 
(jxcept as otherwise expressly provided by this Act, be 
the life of the author and a period of fifty years after 
hiE death: 

Provided that at any time after the expiration of 
twenty-ftve years, or in the case of a work in which 
c.opvright subsists at t be passing of this Act thirty 
yea~s, from the death of the author of a published 
work, copyright in the work shall not be deemed to 
be infringed by the reproduction of the work for sale 
if the person reproducing the work proves that he 
has given the prescribed notice in writing of his 
intention to reproduce the work, and that he has paid 
in the prescribed manner to, or for the benefit of, the 
owner of the copyright royalties in respect of all 
copies of the work sold by him calculated at the rate 
of ten per cent on the price at which he publishes the 
work ; and, for the purposes of this proviso, the Board 
of Trade may make regulations prescribing the mode 
in which notices are to be given, and the particulars 
to be given in such notices,and the mode, time, and 
frequency of the payment. of ·royalties, including (if 
they think fit) regulations requiring payment in ad· 
vance or otherwise securing the paymer1t of royalties. 

4. If, at any time after the death of the author of 
a literary dramatic or musical work which has been 
published or performed in public, a complaint is made 
to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council that 
the owner of the copyright in the work has refused to 
republish or to allow the republication of the work or 
has reft~sed to allow the performance in public of the 
work, and that by reason of such refusal the work is 
withheld from the public, the owner of the copyright 
may be ordered to grant a licence toreproduce the 
·work ol' perform the work in public, as the case may 
be, on such terms and subject to such conditions as 
the Judicial Committee may think fit. 

5, (1) Subiec!; ' ' ~ 



1914,r 21 

(The First Sohedule.-POJ·tions of the Cvpy1·ight Act, 
1911, applicable to British ln.dia.) 

{). (1) Subject to. the provisions of this Act, tlw Owncrsh!p , 
author of a work shall be the first owner of the copy- of copynght, 

etc. 
right therein; 

Provided that.._ 
(a) whEre, in the case of an ~ngraving, photo­

graph, or portrait, the plate or other origt­
nal was ordered by some other person and 
was made for vaiuable con!;;ideration in 
pursmmce of that order, then, in thfl 
absence of any agreement to the contrary, 
the person by whom such plate or other 
original was ordered shall be the first 
-owner of the copyright; · 

(b) where the author was in the employment of· 
:some other :rerson under a contract of 
service or apprenticeship and the ·work 
was made in the course of his employ­
ment by that person, the person by whom 
the author was employed shall, in the 
absence of· any agreement to the con~ 
trary, be the first owner of the copyright, 
but where the work is an article or other 
contribution to a newspaper, magazine, or 
similar periodi<Jal, there shall, in the 
absence of any agreement to the <Jontrary, 
be deemed to be reserved to the author a· 
right to. restrain the publication of the 
work, otherwise than as part of a new~­
paper, magazine, or similar })eriodical. 

(2) The owner of the copyright in any work may 
assign the right, either wholly or partially, and either 
generally or subject to lill)itations to · the United, 
Kingdom or any self-governing dominion or other 
lJart of His Majesty's dominions to which this Act 
extends, ·and either for the ·whole term of the copy­
right· or for any part ·thereof, and may grant any 
interest in the right by licence, but no such assign­
ment or grant shall be valid unless it is in writing 
si3ned by · the owner of the right in respect of whi< h 

the 
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the assignment or grant is made, or '&y h.ls duly 
authorised agent: 

Provided that, where the author of a· wot:k fs tlie 
..,.....,..,, first. owner of the copyright thereili, nO' assignment 

of the copyright, and no grant of any interest therein, 
Il.lade by him (otherwise than by will) after tbe pass .. 
ing of this Act, shall be operative to vest in· the 
assignee or grantee any rights. with respect to the 
copyright in the work beyond the expiration of 
twenty-five years from the death of the author, and 
the.· reversionary interest in the copyright expectant 
on the termination of that period shall, on the death 

·of the author, notwithsta:nding any agreement to the 
contrary, devolve on his legal personal representa~ 
tives as part of his estate, and a.ny agreement entered 
into by him as to the disposition of such reversionary 
interest shall be null and void, but nothing in this 
proviso shall be construed as applying to the assign­
ment. of the copyright in a collective work or a 
licence to publish a. workor part of a work as part of 
a. collective work .. 

(3) Where, under any· partial assignment of 
copyright, the .assig:p.ee becomes entitled to any right 
comprised in copyright, the assignee, as respe.cts the 
rights· so. assigned, and the assignor, as respects. the 
rights"not assigned, shall be treated for the purposes 
of this Act as the owner of the copyi'ight, and the 
pro:visions of this Act shall have effect accordingly. 

Oivil JTemedieB. 
Civil reme· 6. (1) Where copyright in any work has been 
~!f~:~~e~~-of infringed, the owner of the copyright shall, except as 
copyright. otherwise provided by this Act, be entitled to all such. 

. remedies by way of injunction or interdict, damages, 
accounts, and otherwise, as are or may be. conferred 
by law for the infringement of a right. 

(2) The costs of all pa,rties in any 1woceedings in 
respect of the infringement of copyright, sllall be in 
the absolute discretion of the Court. 

(B:In 
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(3) In any.action for infringen\ent: of copy:tight 
in any work; the work-shall be presumed to'be'a-work 
in which' copyright subsists and the plaintiff shall lie 
;presumed to be the owner of the copyright, unless the 
defendant puts in issue the existence of the.copyright, 
'Or, as the case may be, the title of the plaintiff, and. 
where. any such question is in issue, then-

(a) if a name purporting to be that of the author 
of the work is printed or otherwis~ indim 
ca:ted thereon in the usual manner, the 
person whose.· name is so printed or indi 
cated shall, unless the contrary is proved, 
be presumed to be the author of the work; 

(:b) if no name is so printed or indicated, or if 
the name so printed or indicated is not the 
author's tl'ue name or the name by which · 
he is commonly known, and a name pur-. 
porting to· be; that Of the publisher or 
proprietor of the work is printed or other-. 
wise indicated thereon in the usual manner~ 
the person whose name is so printed or 
indicated shall, unless- the contrary is 
proved, be presumed to be the owner of 
the copyright in the work fur the purposes 
of proceedings in respect of the infringe~ 
ment of copyright therein. 

'i. All infringing copies of any work in which RigMs o£. . 
. ' ht b ' t f b t t' l t th f owner agt>mst copyr1g su SlS s, or o any su s an Ia par . · ereo , personspos-

and all plates used or intended to be used for the sessi.ngor. 

d ·t' f h . f • . • h ll b d d deal:ng With pro uc wn o sue m rrng1ng copies, s a e eeme infringing 

to be the .property of the owner of the copyright, who {]opies,.etc. 

accordingly m~y take proceedings for the recovery of 
the possession thereof or in respect of the conversion 
thereof. · :· 
. ·. 8; Where proceedings are takerf'in respect ·of the Exemption of 

infringBment of the Copyri(J'ht in :·any· ' work 'arid the in;:tOceut in-
. , • , · El · . . .. ·. frmger from. 

defendant m h1s defence alleges that he was nota~are liabilit,y to 

of the existence of the copyright in the work; the ~:tdam~.ges, 
- plaintiff· · 
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plaintiff shall not be entitled to any remedy . other 
than an injunction or interdict in respect of the inQ . 
fringement if the defendant proves that at the date of 
the infringement he was not aware, and had not 

'reasonable ground for suspecting,· that copyright sub-
sisted in the work. · 

Restriction on 9. (1) Where the construction of a building or 
remedies in other structure which infringes or which, if completed, 
the case of 
architecture. would infring-e the copyright in some other work has 

been commenced, the owner of the copyright shall not 
be entitled to obtain··l:\n injunction or interdict to 
restrain the construction of such building or structure 
or to order its demolition. 

(2) Such of the other provisions of this Act as 
provide that an infringing copy of a work shall be 
deemed to be the property of the owner of tl1e copy­
right, or as impose summary penalties, shall not apply 
in any case to which this section applies. · 

Limitation ~>f 10. An action in respect of infringement of copy.: 
actions. right shall not be commenced after the expiration of 

· three years next after the infringement. 

* * * 
* 

* * 

1 mpm·tation of copies. 

Importation 14. (1) Copies made out of the United Kingdom 
of copi~s. of any work in which copyright subsists which if made 

in the United Kingdom would infringe copyright, 
and as to which the o\vner of the copyright gives 
notice in writing by himself or his agent to the Com­
missioners of Customs and Excise, that he is desirous 
that such copies should not be imlJorted into the 
United Kingdom, shall not be so imported, and shall, 

· ~ubject to. the provisions of this section, be deemed to 
· · be 
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be included in the ta,ble. of prohibitions and restl;ic-
tions contained in section forty-two of the Customs 

39 
& 40 v· ·t 

Consolidation Act, 1876, and that section shall apply c. 36. le ., 

accordingly. 
(2) Before detaining any such copies or taking 

any further proceedings with a view to the forfeiture 
thereof under the law relating to the Customs, the 
Commissioners of Customs and Excise may. require . 
the regulations under this section, whether as to in­
formation, conditions, or other matters, to be complied 
with, and may satisfy themselves in accordance with 
those regulations that the copies are such as are prohi~ 
bited by this section to be imported. 

( 3) 'l he Commissioners of Customs and Excise 
may make regulations, either general or special, res­
pecting the detention and forfeiture of copies the 
importation of which is prohibited by this section, and. 
the conditions, if any, to be fulfilled before such· de­
tention and forfeiture, and may, by such regulations, 
determine the information, notices, and security to 
be given, arid the evidenee requisite for any o:l' the 
purposes o:&. this section, and the mode of verification 
of such evidence. 

(4) The regulations may apply to copies. of all 
works the importation of copies of which is prohibited 
by this section, or different regulations may be made 
respecting different classes of such works. 

(5) The regulations may provide for the informd 
ant reimbursing the Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise all e:x:}?enses and damages incurred in respect 
of any detention made on his information, and of any 
proceedings consequent on Buch detention; and may 
provide ±or notices under any enactment repealed by 
this Act being treated as notices given unde1· this 
section. . 

(6) The forefoing provisions of this section shall 
have effect as if they were part of the Customs Con­
solid·ation Act, 1876: Provided that, notwithstand­
ing anything in that A et~ the Isle of :Man shall not 

be 



Oo.py1·ig hl. [ AOT tt:t, 

{The Fi1•st Schedule.-Pm·tions of the Copy1·ight Act) 
1911, applicable to B1·itish India.) 

be treated as part ofthe United Kingdom for the pur .. 
poses of this section. 

(7) This section shall, with the necessary modifi.· 
cations, apply to the importation into a British pos· 

session to which this Actextends of copies of works 
,made out of that possession . 

.Delivery of Books to Libraries. 

Delivery o£. 15. (1) The publisher of every book published in 
c?piesto Bn- the United Kingdom shall within one month· after 
t>sh Museum . • . · . ' • · 
~nd o~her the publicatiOn, dehver, at lus own expense, a· copy 
hbrar,es. of the book to the trustees of the British M use urn, 

who shall give a written receipt for it .. 
(2) He shall also, . if written demand is made 

before the expiration of twelve months after publica~ 
tion, deliver within one month after receipt ()f that 
written demand or, if the demand was made before 
publication, within one month after publication, to 
some depot in London named in the demand a copy· 
of the book for, or in accordance with the directions 
of, the authority having the control of each of the 
following libraries, namely: the Bodleia;n Library; 
Oxford, the University Library, , Cambridges the 
Libmry of the .Faculty of Advocates at Edinburgh, 
and the Library of Trinity College, Dublin ; and, 
subject to the provisions of this section., the National 
Library of Wales. In the case of an encyc~opredia, 
newspaper, review, magazine, or work published in a 
series of numbers or parts, the written demand may 
include all numbers or parts of the work which may 
be subsequently published. 

(3) The. copy delivered ,to the trustees of the 
British Museum shall be a copy of the whole book 
with all maps and illustrations belonging thereto, 
finished and coloured in the same m~nner as the best 
copies of the book are published, ancishal1 be boulld, · 
sewed, or stitched together, and on the best paper on 
which the book is printed. 

(,;) The 
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(4) 'I'he copy delivered for the other authorities 
mentioned in this ~ection· shall be on the paper on 
which the largest number of copies of the book is 
printed for sale, and shall be in the like condition as 
the books prepared for sale. 

(5) The books of which copies are to be delivered 
to the National Library of Wales shaH no1; include 
books of such classes as may be specified in regula~ 
tions to be made by the Board of Trade. 

(6) If · a publisher fails to comply with this 
. section, he shall be liable on summary conviction to 

a fine not exceeding five pounds and the value of the 
book, and the :fine shall be paid to the trustees or 
authority to whom the book ought to have been deli-
vered. · 

(7) For the purposes of this section, the expression 
" book " includes every part or division of a book, 
pamphlet, sheet of letter-press, sheet of music, map, 
plan, ohart or table separately published, but shall not 
include any second or subsequent edition of a book 
unless such edition contains additions ,or alterations 
either in the letter-press or in the maps, prints, or 
other engravings belonging thereto. 

Special P1·ovisions asto cm·tain Wo1•ks. 

1~. (1) In the ca~e of a ;vork of joint authorship, ~orks of 
copyright shall subsist durmg the life of the author Jomt authors. 

who first dies and for a term of fifty years after his · 
death, or during the life of the author who dies last, 
whichever period is the longer, and references in this 
Act to the period after the expiration of any speci-
fied number of years from the death of the author 
shall be oonstrued as references to the period after the 
expiration of the like number of years from the death 
of the author who dies first or after the death of. the 
author who dies last, whichever period may be the 
shorter, and in the provisions of this Act with respect 
to the grant of compulsory licences a reference to the 

' date 
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date of the death of the author who dies last shall be 
substituted for the reference to the date of the death 
of the author. . 

(2) Where, in the ease of a work of joint author~ 
ship, some one or more of the joint authors do not 
satisfy the conditions conferring copyright laid down 
by this Act, the work shall be treated for the purposes 
of this Act as if the other author or authors had been 
the sole author or authors thereof: 

Provided that the term of the copyright shaH be 
the same as it would have been if all the authors had 
satisfied such conditions as aforesaid. 

· (3) For the purposes of this Act, "a work of joint 
authorship " means a work produced by the collabora­
tion of two or more a1,1thors in which the contribution .. 
of one author is not distinct ft•om the contribution of 
the other author or authors. 

( 4) Where a married w~man arid her ht1shand 
are joint authors of a work the interest of such 

. married woman therein shall be her separate property. 
17. (1) In the case of a literary dramat\c or 

musical work, or an engraving, in which copyright 
subsists at the date of the death of the author or, in 
the case of a work of joint authorship at or imme-. 
diately before the date of the death of the author who 
dies last, but which has not been puDlishecl, nor, 
in the case of a dramatic or musical work, been per­
formed in public, nor, in the case of a lecture, been 
delivered in public, before that date, copyrig·ht sh<.dl 

. subsist till publication, or performance or delivery 
in public, whichever may first happen, and for a term 
of fifty years thereafter, and the proviso to section 
three of this Act sh:;tll, in the . case of such a work, 
apply as if the author had died at the date of s.uch 
publication or performance or delivery in public as 
aforesajd, 

(2) The ownership of an author's ma11uscript 
after his death, where such ownership has been 

acquired 
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acquired under a testamentary disposition. made by 
the author andthe manuscript is of a work which has 
not been published nor performed in public nor 
delivered in public, shall be prima facie proof of the 
copyright being with the owner of the manuscript. 

1·8. Without preJ"udice to any riO'hts or privileO'es Provisions as 
b. b to Govern· 

of the Crown, where any work has, whether before or ment publica· 

after the commencement of this Act, been prepared tions. 

or published by Ol' under the direction or control of 
His :Majesty or any Government department, the 
copyright in the work shall, subject to any agreement 
with the author, belong to His .Majesty, and in such 
case shall continue for a period of fifty years from the 
date of the first publication of the work. 

19. (1) Copyright shall subsist in records, per- Provisions. as 

f t d ll d th t • b f to mechamcal ora e ro s, an o er con rrvances y means o instruments. 

which sounds may be mechanically reproduced, 
in like manner as if such contrivances were 
musical worb, but the term of copyright . shall 
be fifty years from the making of the original 
plate from which the contrivance was directly or ina 
directly derived, and the person who was the owner 
of huch origil).al plate at the time when such plate was 
made shall be deemed to be the author of the work, 
and, where such owner is a body corporate, the body 
corporate shall be deemed. for the purposes of this Act 
to reside within the parts of His Majesty's domini01is 
to which this Act extends if it has established a place 
of business within such parts. 

(2) It shall not be deemed to be an infringement 
of copyright in any musical work for any person to 
make, within the parts of His Majesty's dominions to 
which this Act extends, records, perforated rolls or 
other contrivances by means of which the work may 
be mechanically performed, if such person proves-

( a) that such contrivances have previously been 
made by, or with the consent or acquies­
cence of, the owner of the copyright in 
the work ; and 

(b) that 
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(b) that he has given the prescribed notice of his 
intention to · make the contrivances, and 
has paid in the prescribed manner to, or . · 
for the benefit of, the owner of the copy~ 

. right in the work royalties in. respect of 
all such contrivances sold by him, cal- · 
culated at the rate hereinafter mentioned : 

Provided that-
(i) nothing in this provision shall authorise any 

alterations in, or omissions from, the work 
reproduced, unless contrivances reproduc­
ing the work subject to similar alterations 
and omissions have been previously made 
by, or with the consent or acquiescence 
of, the owner of the copyright, or unless 
such alterations or omissions are reason­
ably necessary for the adaptation of the 
work to the contrivances in question; and 

(ii) for the purposes of this provision, a musical 
work shall be deemed to include any 
words so closely associated therewith as to 

· form part of the same work, but shall not 
be deemed to include a contrivance by 
means of whiqh sounds may be mechani­
cally reproduced. 

(3) The rate at which such royalties as aforesaid 
are to be calculated shall- · 

(a) in the case of contrivances sold within. two 
years after the commencement of this 
Act by the person making the same, b(3 
two and one-half per cent; and 

(b) in the case of contrivances sold as aforesaid 
after the expiration of that period, be five 
per cent · 

on the ordinary retail selling price of the contrivance 
calculated in the prescribed manner, so however that 
the royalty payable in respect of a contrivaMe shall, 

· · in 
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in no ease, be less than a half-penny for each separate 
musical work in which copyright subsists reproduced 
thereon, and, where the royalty calculated as aforesaid 
jncludes a fraction of a farthing, such fraction. · shaH 
be reckoned ·as a farthing : 

Provided that, if, at any time after the expiration 
of seven years from the commencement of this Act, 
it appears to the Board of Trade that such rate as 
aforesaid is no longer equitable, the Board of r.l'rade 
may, after holding a public inquiry, make an order 
either decreasing or increasing that rate to such 
extent as under the circumstances may seem just, but 
any order so made shall be provisional only and shall 
not have any effect unless and until confii·med by 
Parliament ; but, where an order revising the rate 
has been so made and confirmed, no further revision 
shall be made before the expiration of fourteen years 
from the date of the last revision. · 

(4) If any such contrivance is made reproducing 
two or more diffm'ent works in which copyright 
subsists and the owners of the copyright therein are 
different persons, the sums payable by way of royalties 
undet· this section shall be· apportioned amongst 
the several owners of the copyright in such propor­
tions as, failing agreement, may be determined by 
arbitration. · 

{5) When any such contrivances by means of 
which a musical work may be mechanically performed 
have been made, then, for the purposes of this section, 
the owner or the copyright in. the work shall, in 
relation to any person who makes the prescribed 
inquiries, be deemed to have given his consent to 
the making of such contrivances if be fails to reply 
to such inquil'ies w:ithin the prescribed time. 

(6) For the :purposes ofthis section, the Board of 
Trade may make Tegulations prescribing anything 
which under _this section is to 'be prescribed, and 
prescribingthe mode in which notices are to be given 

and 
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and the particulars to be given in such. noiices, and 
the .. mode, time, and frequency of the payment of 
royalties, and any such regulations may, if the Board 
think fit, include regulations requiring payment ·in 
advance or otherwise securing the payment of 
royalties. 

(7) In the case of musieal works published before 
the commencement of this Act, the foregoing provi. 
sions shall have effect, subject to the following modi­
ficutions and additions :-

(a) The conditions as to the previous making by, 
or with the consent or acquiescence of, 
the owner of the copyright in the work, 
and the restrictions as to alterations in or 
omissions from the work shall not apply: 

(b) The rate of two and one-half per cent shall 
be substituted for the rate of five per 
cent as the rate at which royalties are 
to be calculated, but no royalties shall be 
payable in respect of contrivances sold 

·before the first day of July, nineteen 
hundred and thirteen, if contrivances 
reproducing the same work had been law­
fully made, or placed on sale, within the 
parts of His Majesty's dominions to which 
this Act extends before the first day of 
July, nineteen hundred and ten : 

(o) Notwithstanding any assignment macle before 
the passing of this Act of the copyright 
in a musical work, any rights conferred 
by this Act in respect of the making, or 
authorising the making of contrivances 
by means of which the work may be 
mechanically performed shall belong to 
the author or his legal personal represen­
tatives and not to the assrgnees, and the 
royalties . aforesaid shall be payable to; 
and for the benefit of, the author of the 

work 
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·work or his legal personal represen• 
tatives: 

(d) The saving cont~ined in this Act of the 
rights and interests arising from, or in 
connexion with, action taken before the 
commencement of this Act shall nof be 
construed as authorising any person 
who has made contrivances by means of 
which the work may be mechanically 
performed to sell any such contrivances, 
whether made before or after the passing 
of this Act, except on tbe terms and 
subject to the conditions laid down in this 
section: · 

(e) Where the work is a work on which copy­
right is conferred by an Order in Council 
relating to a foreign country, the copy­
right so conferred shall not, except to 
such extent as may be provided by the 
Order, include any rights with respect 
to the making of records, perforated ·rolls 
or other contrivances by means of which 
the work may be mechanically performed, 

(8) Notwithstanding anything in this Act where 
8. record, perforated roll, ·or other contrivance by 
}1leans of which sounds may be mechanically repro­
duced has been made before the commencement of 
this Act, copyright shall, as from the commencement 
of this Act, subsist therein in like manner and for 
the like term as if this Act had been in force at the 
date of the making of the original plate from which. 
the contrivance was directly or indirectly derived : 

.Provided that-
(i) the person who, at the commencement of this 

Act, is the owner of such . original plate · 
shall be the first owner of such copyright; 
and 

( ii) nothing . 
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(ii) nothing in this provision shall be construed. 
as conferring copyright in any such con' 
trivance if the making thereof would 
have infringed copyright in some other 
such contrivance, if this provision had 
been in force at the time of the making 
of the first-mentioned contrivance. 

:Provisionas 20. Notwithstanding anything in this Act it· 
!~e~~~i(!~o.l shall not be an infringement of copyright in an 

address of a political nature delivered at a public 
meeting to ~publish a report thereof in a newspaper. 

Provision as 21. The term for which copyright shall subsist in 
:~a~~~:o- . photographs shall be fifty years from the making of · 

the original . negative from which the photograph · 
was directly or indirectly derived, and the person 
who was owner of such . negative at the time 
when such negative was made shall be deemed to be 
the author of the work, and, where such owner is a 
body corporate, thebody corporate shall be deemed for 
the purposes of thiR f\,ct to reside within the parts 
of His M~;jesty's dominions to which this Act extends 
if it has established a place of business within such. 
parts. 

Provi~ions a,s ·. 22. {1) This Act shall not apply to designs 
~s~:~~b1:s re- capable of being registered under the Patents and 
under 7 Edw. Designs Act, 1907, except designs which, though 
7
• c. 

20
· capable of being so registered, are not used or m~ 

tended to be used as models or patterns to be multi­
plied. by any industrial process. 

Works O"f 
foreign 
authors first 
published in 
parts of His 

(2) General rules under section eighty-six of the 
Patents and Designs Act, 1907, may be made for 
determining the conditions under which a design 
shall be deemed to be used for such .purposes as 
aforesaid. 

23. If it appears to His Majesty that a foreign 
country does not give, or has not untlertaken to give, 
adequate protection to the works of British authors, it 
~hall be lawful for His Majesty by Order in Council 

t.o 
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.to dir$3ct that such of the provisions of this Act asMaj?~~y's 
confer copyright on works first published within tho ~~~~~r1nct to 
parts of His Majesty's dominions to whieh this Act extanda. 

extends, shall ·no.t apply to works published after the 
date specified in the Order, the authors whereof are 
subjects or citizens of such foreign country, and are 
not resident:in His Majesty's dominions, and there-
upon those provisions shall not apply to such works. 

24. (1) Where any person is immediately before Existing 

the commencement of this Act entitled to any such works. 

1·ight in any work as is specified in the.first column of 
the First Schedule to this Act, or to any interest in 
such a right, he shall, as from that date, be entitl~d 
to the substituted right set forth in the second column 
of that schedule, or to the same intefest in such a 
substituted right, and to no other right or interest, 
and suchsubstituted right shall subsist for the term 
for which it would have subsisted if this Act had been 
in force at the date when the work was made and the 
work had been one entitled to copyright thereunder : 

J>rovided that-
(a) if the author of a~y work in which any such 

right as is specified in the first column of 
the First Schedule to this Act subsists at 
the commencement of this Act has, before 
that date, assigned the right or granted 
any interest therein £or the whole term of 
the right, then at the .date when, but for 
the passing ofthis Act, the right would 
have expired the substituted right conm 
ferred by ·this section shall, in the absence 
of express agreement, pass to the author 
of the work, and any interesttherein cre­
ated before the commencement of this Act 
and then subsisting shall determine; but 
the person who immediately before the 
date at which the right would so have 
expired was the owner of the right or 

interest 
D 2 
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interest shall be entitled at his option 
. either-

(i) on giving such notice as hereinafter men.;. 
tioned, to an assignment of the right or · 
the grant of a similar interest therein for 
the remainder of the term of.the right for 
such consideration as, failing agreement, 
may be determined by arbitration; or 

(ii) without any such assignment or grant, to 
continue to reproduce or perform the work 

· in like manner as theretofore subject to the 
}Jayment, if demanded by the author with­
in three years after the date at which the 
riiht would have so expired, of such royal· 
ties to the author as, failing agreement, 
may be determined by arbitration, or, 
whete the work is incorporated in a collec­
tive work and the owner of the right or 
interest is the proprietor of that collective 
work, without any such payment; 

The notice above referred to must be 
given not more than one year nor less 
than six months before the da.te at which 
the right wcmld have so expired, and must 
be sent by registered post io the author, 
or, if he cannot with reasonable diligence be 
found, advertised. in the London Gazette 
and in two London newspapers ; 

·(b) where any person has, before the hrenty­
sixth day of July, nineteen hundred and 
ten, taken any action whereby he has 
incurred any expenditure or liability in 
connexion with the r~production or P.er­
formance of any work m a manner which 
at the time was lawful, or for the purpose 

· of or with a view to the reproduction or 
_performance of a work at a time when such 
l'ClJroduction or performance would, but 

for 
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for the passing of this Act, have been 
lawful, nothing in this section shall dimi­
nish -or prejudice any rights or interest 
arising from· or in con nexion with such 
action which are subsisting and valuable 
at the said date, unless the person who by 
virtue of this section becomes entitled to 
restrain such reproduction or performance 
agrees to pay such compens~tion. as, fail­
ing' agreement, may be determined by 
arbitration. 

• (2) For the purposes of this section, the expres-
sion "author" includes the legal personal represen~ 
tatives of a deceased author. 

( 3) Subject to the provisions of section nineteen, 
Aub-sections (7) and (8) and of section thirty-three of 
this Act, copyright shall ·not subsist in any work made 
before the commencement of this .Act, otherwise than 
under, and in accordance with, the provisions of this. 
section. 

Application to B1·itish Possessions. 
25. (1) This Act, except such of the provisions Ap1,Iieatio.n.ol' 

thereof as are expressly restricted to the United Act ~0• Brlhsh 

Kingdom, shall extend throughout His Majesty's dolmmons. 

dominions: Provided that it shall not extend to a self­
governing dominion, unless declared by the Legisla-
ture of that dominion to be in force therein either 
without any modifications or additions, or with such 
modifications and additions relating exclusively to 
procedure and remedies, or necessary to adaptth1s Act 
to the circumstances of the dominion, as· may be 
enacted by such I1egislature. . 

. (.2) If the Secretary of State certifies by notice 
· pub)ished in the London Gazette that any sell-govern­
in~ dominion has passed legislation under ·which 
works, the authors whereof were at the date of the 

making 
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making of the works :B;itish subjects resident else­
where than· in the dominion or (not bein.l:?,' Brit.ish 
subjects) were resident in the parts of His Majesty's 
dominions to which this Act extends, enjoy within 
the dominion rights substantially identical with those 
conferred by this Act, then, whilst such legislation 
continues in force, the dominion shall, for the pur­
poses of the rights conferred by this Act, be treated as 
if it were a dominion to which this Act extends ; and 
it. shall be lawful for the Secretary of State to give 
such a certificate as aforesaid, notwithstanding that 
the remedies for enforcing the rights, or the restric~. 
tions on the importation of copies o£ works, manufac­
tured in a foreign country, under the law of the 
dominion, differ from those under this Act. 

Legislative 26. (1) The Legislature of any self-governing 
· ~~;~~~i~~self· dominion may, at any time, :repeal all or any of the 

dominions. enactments relating to copyright passed by ·Parlia­
ment tincluding this Act) so far as they are operative 
within that dominion: Provided that no such repeal 
shall prejudicially affect any leg-al rights existing at 
the time of the repeal, and that, on this Act .or any 
part thereof being so repealed by the Legislature of a 
self-governing dominion, that dominion shall cease to 
be a dominion to which this Act extends. 

(2) In any self-governing dominion to which this 
Act does not extend the enactments repealed by this 
Act shall, so far as they are operative in that domi­
nion, cont~nue in force until repealed by the Legisla-

. ture of tl;t~t dominion. 
(3) Where His Majesty in Council is satisfied that 

the law of a self-governing dominion to which this. 
Act does not extend provides adequate proteetion 
within the dominion for the works (whether published 
or unpublished} of authors who at the time of the 
making of the work wete BrHish subjects resident 
elsewhere than in that dominion, His Majesty in 
Council may, for the purpose of giving reciprocal 

protection, 
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protection, direct that this Act, except such parts (if 
any) thereof as may be specified in thg Order, and 
subject to any conditions contained therein, shall, 
within the parts of His Majesty's dominions to which 
this Act extends, apply to works the authors whereof. 
were, at the time of the making of the work, resi­
dent within the first-mentioned dominion, and to works 
first published in that dominion; but, save as provided 
by such an Order, works the authors whereof were 
:resident in a dominion to which this ACt does not 
extend shall not, whether they are British subjects 
or not, be entitled to any protection under this A et 
except such protection as is by this Act conferred on 
WOl'ks first published within the parts of His Majesty's 
dominions to which this Act extends : 

Provided that no such Order shall confer any 
rights within a selfagoverning P.ominion, but the' 
Gove1·nor in Council of any self~gove1·ning dominio11 
to which this Act extends may, by Orde1', confer 
within that dominion the like rights as His Majesty 
in Council is, under the foregoing provisions of this 
sub-section, authorised to confer within other parts of 
His Majesty's dominions. 

For the purposes of this sub-section, the expression 
"a dominion to which this Act extends" includes a 
dominion which is for the purposes of this Act to .be 
treated as if it were a dominion to wllich this Act 
extends. 

27. The Legislature of any British possession to Po~ei' of' 

h• h th' A. t t d . d'f dd t f Legrslatures w 10 Is . c ex en s may mo 1 .y or a o any o· of British 

the provisions of this Act in its application to the possessions to 
. . b. t f. . h d'fi t' pass supple-posseSSIOn I u ., except so ar as sue mo l ea lOllS mentallegisla-

and additions relate to procedure nnd remedies, they tion. 

shall apply only to works the authors whereof were, 
at the time of the making of the work, resident in 
the possession, and to works first published in the 
possession. 

28, His Majesty may, by Order in Council, extend. Application to 
this Act to any territories under his protection and to protectorates. 

Cyprus 
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Cyprus, and, on the making of any such Order, this 
Act. shall, subject to the provisions of the Orde1·, have 
effect as iE the territories to which it applies or Cyprus 
were part of His Majesty's dominions to which this 
Act extends. 

PART II. 

INrERNATIONAL CoPYRIGHT. 

29. (1) His Majesty may, by Order in Council, 
direct that this Act (except such parts, if any, thereof 
as may be specified in the Order) shall apply-

(a) to works first published in a foreign country 
to which the Ordt:lr relates, in like manner 
as if they were first published within the 
parts of His Majesty's dominions to which 
this Act extends ; 

(b) to literary, dramatic, musical and artistic 
works, or any class thereof, the authors 
whereof were, at the time of the making 
of the works, subjects or citizens of a 
foreign country to which the Order relates, 
in like manner as if the authors were 
British subjects; 

(a) in respect of residence in a foreign country 
to which the Order relates, in like manner 
as if such residence were residence in the 
parts of His Majesty's dominions to which 
this Act extends; 

and thereupon, subject to the provisions of this Part 
of this Act and of the Order, this Act shall apply 
accordingly : · 

Provided that-
(i) before making an Order in Council under 

this section in respect of any foreign 
country (other than a country with which 
His Majesty has entered into a convention 
relating to copyright), His Majesty shall· 

be 
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be satisfied that that foreign country has 
made, or ha.s undertaken to make, such 
provisions, if any, as it appears to His 
. Majesty ~xpedient to require for the proR 
tection of works entitled to copyright 
under · the provisions of Part . I of this 
Act; 

(ii) the Order in Council may provide that the 
term of copyright within such parts of 
His Majesty's dominions as aforesaid shall 
not exceed that conferred by the law of 
the country to which the Order relates; · 

( iii) the provisions of this Act as to the delivery 
of copies of books shall not apply to works 
first published in '!uch country, except so 
far as is provided by the Order ; 

(iv) the Order in Council may provide that the 
enjoyment of tbe rights conferred by this 
Act shall be subject to the accomplishment 
of such conditions and formalities if (any) 
as may be prescribed by the Order ; 

(v) in applying the provisions of this Act as to 
ownership of copyright, the Order in 
Council may make such modifications as 
appear necessary having regard to the 
law of the foreign country~ · 

(vi) in applying the provisions of this Act as to 
existing works, the Order in Council may 
make such modifications as appear neces­
sary, and may provide that nothing in those 
provisions as so applied shall be con­
strued as revivin~ any right of preventing 
the production or importation of any trans­
lation in any case where the right has 
ceased by virtue of section five· of the 
International Copyright Act, 1886. 

·. (2) An Order in Council under this section may 
extend to a.lltbe several countries named or described 
therein. 

30. (1) An 
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Application 30, (1) An Order in Council under this Part of of Part li to . 
British this Act shall apply to all His Majesty's dominions 
possessions. to which this Act extends except self-governing 

dominions and any other possessions specified in the 
Order with respect to which it appears to His Majesty 
expedient that the Order should not apply. 

(2) The Governor in Council of any self~governing 
dominion to which this Act extends may, as respects 
that dom~nion, make the like Orders as under this Part 
of this Act His Majesty in Council is authorised to 
make with respect to His Majesty's dominions other 
than self-governing dominions, and the provisions of 

, this Part of this Act shall, with the necessary modi­
fications, apply accordingly. 

Abrogation o£ 
common law 
rights. 

Provisions as 
to Orders in 

·Council. 

(3) Where it appears to His Majesty expedient 
to except from the provisions of any Order any part of 
his dominions, not being a self-governing dominion, 
it shall be lawful for His Majesty by the same or any 
other Order in Council to declare that such Order and 
this Part of this Act shall not, and tb.e same shall not, 
apply to such part, except so far as is necP.ssary for 
preventing auy prejudice to any rights acquired 
previously to the date of such Order. 

PART III. 

SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS. 

31. No person shall be entitled to copyright or 
any similar right in any literary dtamatic musical 
or artistic work, whether published or unpub)ished, 
otherwise than under and in accordance with the 
provisions of thiF! Act, or of any other statutory enact~,.. 
ment fo~· the time being in force, but nothing in this 
section shall be C\mRtrued !lS abrogating any right or 
jurisdiction to restrain a breach of trust or confidence. 

32. (1) His Majesty in Council may make Orders 
for altering, revoking, or V!lrying any Order in Council 
made under this Act, or under any enactments repe~led 

. b .y 
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by this Act, but any Order made under this section 
sha)l not affect prejudicially any rights or interests 
acquired or accrued at .the date when the Order comes 
into operation, and Rhall provide for the protection of · 
such rights and interests. · 

(.2) Every Order in Council made. under this Act. 
shall be published in the London Gazette and sha.ll 
be laid before both Houses of Parliament as soon as 
may be after it is made, and shall have effect as if 
enacted in this Act. , · 

33, Nothing in this Act shall deprive any o£ the Saying .~f 
universities and colleges mentioned in the Copyright ~:;;~~;~l 
Act, 177 5, of any copyright they already possess 
unde;r that Act, but the · remedies and penalties for 
infringement of any such copyright shall be under 
this Act and not under that Act. · 

34. mh h ll t' t b h d d Saving of . 1 ere s a con lnue 0 e c al·ge on, an compensation 
paid out of, tho Consolidated Fund of the United t;> cer.tain 

K • d · h 1 t' • hbranes. 1ng om sue .. annua compensa wn as was 1mme- -
diately before the commencement of this Act payable 
in pursuance of any Act as compensation to a library 
for the loss of the right to receive gratuitous copies of 
books:-

Provided that this compensation shall not be paid 
to a library in any year, 1inless the Treasury are 
satisfied that the compensation for the previous 
year has been applied in the purchase of books for the 
use of and to be preserved in the library. 

3.5. (1} In this Act, unless the context otherwise !rot;~·preta· 
reqmres,-

" Literary work " includes maps, charts, plans, 
tables, and corn pilations; 

"Dramatic work" includes any piece for recita­
tion, choreographic work or entertain­
ment in dumb show, the scenic arrange~ 
ment or acting form of which is fixed· in 
writing or otherwise, and any cinemato­
graph production where the arrangement 

or 
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o;r acting fortn or the combination of inci­
dents represented give the work an origi-­
nal character ; 

"Artistic work" includes works of painting, 
· drawing, sculpture and artistic crafts­

manship, and architectural works of a-rt 
and engravings and photographs; 

"Work of sculpture" includes casts and models ; 
" Architectural work of art'' means any building 

or st~ucture having an artistic characte-r 
or design, in respect of such character or 
design, or any model for such building or 
structure, provided that the vrotection 
aq'orded by this Act shall be confined to 
the artistic character and design, and shall 
not extend to processes or methods of con­
struction; 

"Engravings" include etchings, lithographs, 
wood-cuts, prints, and other similar works, 
not being photographs; 

''Photograph" includes photo-lithograph and 
any work produced by any process analo­
gous to photography; 

'' Cinematograph'' includes any work produced by 
any process analogous to cinematography ;. 

"Collective work" means-
( a) an encyclopredia, dictionary, year book, or 

similar work ; 
(b) a newspaper, review, magazine, or similar 

periodical ; and 
(c) any work written in distinct parts by differ­

ent authors, or in which works or pa1·ts 
of works of different authors are incor­
porated; 

H Infringing,'' >vhen applied to a copy of a work 
in which copyright subsists, means any 

copy 
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·copy, inchiding any colourable imita­
tion, made or imported in contravention 
of the provisions of this Act ; 

" Performance" means any acoustic representa­
tion of a work and any visual representa­
tion of any dramatic action in a work, 
including such a representation made by 
means of any mechanical instrument ; 

"Delivery," in relation to a lecture, includes deli­
very by means of any mechanical · instru­
ment; 

" Plate" includes any stereotype. or other- plate, 
stone, block, mould; matrix, transfer, or 
negative used or intended to be used for 
printing or reproducing copies of any . 
work, and any matrix or other appliance 
by which records, perforated rolls or other 
contrivances for the acoustic representa­
tion of the work are or are intended to be 
made; 

" Lecture " includes address, speech; and sermon ; 
"Self-governing dominion'' means the Domi­

nion of Canada, the Commonwealth of 
Australia, the Dominion of New Zealand, 
the Union of South Africa, and Newfound­
land. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act (other than those 
relating to infringements of. copyright), a work shall 
not be deemed to be published or performed in pubJic, . 

. and a lecture shall not be deemed to be delivered in 
public, if published, performed in public, or delivered 
in public, without the consent or acquiescence of the 
author, his executors, administrators or assigns, · . 

(3) },or the purposes of this Act, a work shall be 
· deemed to be first published within tlJe parts of His 

Majesty's dominions to which this Act extends, not­
withstanding that it has been published simultaneous­
ly in' smne other place, unless the publication in such 

parts 
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parts of His Majesty's .dominions as aforesnid is 
colourable only and is not intended to satisfy the l'ea­
sonable requirements of the public, and a work shall 
be deemed to be published simultaneously in two 
places if the time between the publication in one such 
place and the publication in the other place does not 
exceed fourteen days, or such longer period as may, for 
the time being, be fixed by Order in Council. 

(4) Where, in the case of an unpublished work, 
the making of a work has extended over a consider­
able period, the conditions of this Act conferring copy­
right shall be deemed to have been com,plied with, if 

. the author was, during any substantial part of that 
period, a British subject or a resident within the parts 
of His Majesty's dominions to which this Act extends. 

( 5) For the purposes of the provisions of this A et 
as to residence, an author of a work shall be deemed 
to be a resident in the parts of His Majesty's domi• 
nions to which this Act extends if he is domiciled 
within any such part. 

36. Subject ·to the provisions of this Act, tbe 
enactments mentioned in. the Second Schedule to this 
Act are hereby repealed to the extent specified in the 
third column of that schedule: 

Provided that this repeal shall not take effect in 
any part of His Majesty's dominions until this Act 
comes into operation in that part. 

37, (1) This Act may be cited as the Copyright 
Act, 1911. 

(2) This Act shall come into operation-
(a)in the United Kingdom, on the first day of 

July nineteen hundred and twelve or such 
earlier date as may be fixed by Order in 
Council; 

(b) in a self-governing dominion to which 
this Act extends, at such date as may he 
fixed by the Legislature of that dominion; 

· (c) in 
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(o) 

(d) 

in the Channel Islands, at such date as 
may be fixed by the States or those Islands 
respP.ctively ; 
in any other British ·possession to which 
this Act extends, on the proclamation 
thereof within · the . possession by the 
Governor. 

SCHEDULES. 

THE FIRST SCHEDULR 

SECTION 24, 

ExiS'l'ING RIGHTS. 

Existing 'Right. Substituted Right. 

(a) In the case of Works other than Dramatic and Musical Works. 

Copyright .. ·I Copyright as defined by this Act," 

. (b) In the case of Mus~caZ and Dramatic Works. 

Both copyright and performing right. 

Copyright, but not performing right. 

Performing right, but not copyright. 

Copyright as defined by this Act.* 

Copyright as defined by this Act, ex· 
ceptthe sole right to perfo1'm the 
work or any substantial part there­
of in public. 

The sole right to peHorm ·'the work 
in public, but none of . the· other 
rights comprised in copyright as 
defined by this Act. 

, • In the c~se of an essay,, ar.tlcle, or portl.on formjng part pf and first published in 8 · 
review, n.'agazme, or ?th.er perwd1ca! or work of a like nature, the right shall be subject 
to any ~·1gh,t .of publishing the essay, ar~icle, oi: portion in a separate form to .which the 
author IB· ent1tled at . t_he commeucem~nt ~f. this Act, or would, •if ·this· Act had· not· be~u 
pussed, hnve become entitled under section e>ghteen of the Copyright Act, 1842. 

·.For 
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For thepurposes of this Schedule the following ex.; 
pressions, where used in the first column thereof, have 
the following· meanings:-

"Copyright," in the case of a work which ac­
cording to the law ,jn force immediately 
before the commencement of this Act has 
not been published before that date and 
statutory copyright wherein depends on 
publication, includes the right at common 
law (if any) to restrai u- publication or 
other dealing with the work; 

" Performing . right," in the case of a work 
which has not been performed in public 
before the commencement of this Act, 
includes the right at common law (if any) 
to restrain the performance thereof in 
public. 

THE SECOND SCHEDULE. 

ENAOTMI'lNTS R:E:i'EALED. 

Session and Chap­
. ter. Short Title. Extent of Repeal. 

8 Geo. 2, c. 13 The Engraving Copyright Act, 1734 The whole. Act. 

'l Geo. 3, c. 38 The Engraving Copyright Act, 1767 Ditto. 

15 Geo. 3, c. 53 The Copyright Act, 1775 Ditto. 

1 'l Geo. 3, c. 57 The Prints Copyright Act; 1777 Ditto. 

54 Geo. 3, c. 56 'l'he Sculpture Copyright Act, 1814 Ditto. 

3 & 4 Will. 4, C; The Dramatic Copyright Act, 1833 Ditto. 
15. 

5 & 6 Will. - 4, c. 
6&. 

The Lectures Copyright Act, 1835 • Ditto. 

6 & 'l Will. 4, c. The Prints and Engravings Copyright Ditto. 
59. (Ireland) Act, 1836. 

6 & 7 Will. 4·, c. The Copy.right Act, 1B3B Ditto. 
110. 

BNAO'fMENTS 
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. THE SECOND SCHEDVLE-contd. 

Session and Chap• 
ter. 

ENACTMENTS REPEA~ED-coiitd. 

Short Title. 

5 & 6 Vict., c. 45 The Copyright Act, 1842 .. 
7 & 8 Vict., c, 12 The International Copyright Act, 1844 

10 & 11 Vict., c. The Colonial Copyright Act, 1847 
95. 

15 & 16 Vict., c. The International Copyright Act, 1852 
12. 

25 & 26 Vict,, c. The Fine Arts Copyright Act, 1862 
68. 

88 & 89 Vict., c. The International Copyright Act, 1875 
12. 

89 &.40 Vict., c. The Customs ConsolidRtion Act, 1876. 
36. 

Extent ·of Repeal. 

The whole Act. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Sections one to 
six. In section 
eight the words 
« and· pursuant 
to any Act for 
the proteation 
of copyright 
engra vjngs," and 
" and iri any 
such Act as 
a f or e sa i d." 
·Sectio-ns nine to 
twelve, 

The whole Act, 

Section forty.two, 
from "Books 
wherein '' to 
"such copyright 
will expire.'' 
Sections forty. 
four, forty-five 
and one hundred 
and fifty-two. 

45 & 46 Vict., c. The Copyright (Musical Compositions) The whole Act. 
40. Act, 1882. 

49 & 50 Vict., c. The Int~rnational Copyright Act, 1886 
33. 

51 & IS2 Vict., c. The Copyright (Musical Cbmpositions) 
1'7. Act, 1888~ 

Ditto: 

5J3 & 58 Vict., c. The Revenue Act, 1889 
42. 

, Section one, from 
· " Books :first 

published " to 
" as provided in 
that . section.'' 

6Edw. 7, 

E 
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(The Fi1•st Schedule.-J?o,•ti.ons of the (/Qp'!pright Act, 
1911, applicable to ]3?•iti~Jh J:ndia,} ·· 

~'HE SECOND SQHEDULE-oono?d• 

$ession and Chap· 
ter. 

6 Edw 7, c. 36. 

EN.A.CT:MEN'.l'B REJ:>E.A.LED-conctd. 

Short Title. 

.The Musical Copyright Act, 1006 , 

Extent of Repeal. 

In section thre!l' 
the words " and 
which has been 
registered in 
accordance 
with the pro­
visions of the 
Copyright Act, 
1842, or of the 
International 
Copyright Act, 
1844, · which 
registration may 
be effected not­
withstanding 
anything·in the 

J;n ternationa l 
Copyright Aot, 
1886.'' 

THE SECOND SCHEDULE 
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(The SeoondSohedtttle . .,....,Repeal.of Bncwtments.) 

THE SECOND SCHEDULE. 

REPEAL OF. ENAC'.rMENTS. 

(See section 15.) 

Year. No. Short Title. Extent of Repeal. 

~ 

1847 XX The Indian Copy-
right Act, 1847. 

So much as has not already- been repealed, 

1867 XXV The Press and I~~~~8 the following words, namely :-
Registmtion of "Every registration under this section 
Books Act, shall, upon the payment of the sum of two 
1867. rupees to the office keeping ·the said Cata· 

logue, be deemed to be an entry . in the 
Book of Registry_ kept under Act No. XX 
of 1847 (for the encouragement of learning 
in the territories subject to the goveimment 
of the East India Company, by the defining 
and providing for the enforcement- of the 
right called copyright therein) ; and the 
provisions .contained in that Act as to the 
said Book of Registry shall apply ntutatis 
mutandis to the said Catalogue." · . 

1878 VIII 'l'he S~a Customs 
Act, 1878. 

Clause (a) of section 18. 
·-

.. 

E2 
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