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ACT No. XIII OF 1885. 

PASSF.U 

(Reaeived the assent of the Govet·nor General bn t!ze 22nd July, 
1885.) .. . 

An Act to amend the law. relating to Telew . 
graphs in India. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the law re
lating to telegraphs in India; It is hereby 

enacted as follows :-

PART I. 
PRE:tr:M:fNARY. 

1. ( 1) This Act may be called the Indian Tele" 
graph· Act, 1885. 

(2) It €lxtends to the whole of British India, and,, · 
so far as regards subjects of Het Majesty, to the 
dominions of Princes and States in India in alliance 
with Her Majesty; and 

(3) It· l3hall come ·into force on the· ·first day of 
October, 1885'. · 

2. The Indian Telegraph Act, 1876, is hereby re. I of Ill 
pealed.. · 

But aU licenses granted and rules made. under . 
that Act Ol' any Act thereby repealed, and now in 
force, shall, SO fai• as they COltld be gi•artted Of made 
under this Act, be deemed to ·have been respectively · 
granted and made hereunder. · 

3. In this Act, unless there is something repug
nant in the subject or context;-

(1) "Telegraph" means an electric, galvanic or 
magnetic telegraph, and includes. appliances and 
apparatus fot tmnsmitting or making telegraphic, 

· telephonic 
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· (J?axt JI...;......Fr;iv.i~eg,,g~ an,4: PQWlff§ v/ fke· Go.'!2lt.nn. .. · 
'mf3~l.-,-~~qfiqn, 4..), 

telep_ho:ui,c o:r oth~r cq;wm.v,:q,c;~J\on~. hy m~a:~,w Qf. E}~<?~ ... 
. tricity,, galvani$.IP, or Plag:p.~.tism: . . 

(2) "Telegraph ofilc~r ''- me1ltn~ ll:IiY p~rs.qlil. ~JJi.l, .. 
plny~d either p.er:m,a,:p,ently <;>,r t~rnpo,rad~y-i:p, co:p,nec .. 
tion with ~ t~~egr~ph eljlt?thlis\le¢1,, n;t,&-in.t~in~~ pr 
worl.:ed hy tlw. G~:rv;eq],r:p,E?J:At <;>r l:Jy ~- p~rsou, li<JYl(.I:J(j~ 
~1;1d~r tll,is A.ct :. · _ . · · · · 

(3) "Message''- m~t~,ns apy con;tmu:pic::~,t,iop sept 
.by telegraph, or giv\')n to ~ te,I13graph otficl'w to b.~ sent 
by telegraph. o:r to be de~iverM: 

· (4) "Tel~graph line 1' :rne.~ns a wire or wires used 
for the p11rpos~ of a telegnt,ph, with any casipg, -coat .. 
ing, t~ b~ or· pipe enclosing tlte same, i;tnd, 11ny appli .. 
ances and a,pp11ratus . conn<:lc.ted therewith for the' 
,purpose of ti4h;1g ·or-insulatin,g the same: 
. ( 5) " Post " means a post, pol~, st&ndard, stay, 
strut or other above.,ground coptriva:poe fQJ;' carrying, 
suspending or supporting a t~legraph line: · 

(6) "Telegraph authority" means the Director 
General of rrelegraphs, and, jncludes any nfPcer em .. 
powered by him to perform all or ~ny of tlw fup.ctip:qs 
of the telegraph authority under this Act~· . 

(7) "Local authority" means any municipal com .. 
mit tee, district hoard, body of port commissioners. or 
other authority legally entitl~d to; or entrusted by the 
Government vi'ith, the control or mapageme:qt_ qf any 
m11nicipsJ or local fund. 

PART II.. 

fMYI;I:.EGEs 1\,!S'D PowE~s i:)F THE GoVER:NMF)NT. 

· 4. Within British India, th.e Governor General in 
Oouncil shall have the exclusive privileg-e .of establish .. 
ing, maintaining and working telegraphs : 

Provided that the Governor General in· Council 
rna~' grant a license, on such conditions and in· eon-

-~, 

sideration 
Kl 
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(Pa'l't II.-·· · P1•ivileges and Powe1·s of the Gover'li
ment.-Seotions 5-7.) 

sideration of such payments as he thinks fit, to any 
person . to establish, maintain or work a telegraph 
within any part of British India.. · 

5. (1) On the occurrence of any public emer
gency, or in the interest of the puhlic safety, the 
Governor General in Council or a Local Government, 
or any officer specially authorised in this behalf by 

, the Governor General in Council, may- · . 
(a) take temporary possession of any telegraph 

established, maintained or worked by any 
person licensed under this Act ; or · 

(b) order that any message or class of messages to 
or from any person or class of persons, or · 
relating to any particular subject, brought 
for transmission by or transmitted or re
ceived by any telegraph, shall not be trans
mitted, or shall be intercepted or detained, 
or shall be disclosed to· the Government or 
an officer thereof mentioned in the order. 

(2) If any doubt arises as to the existence of a 
public emergency, or whether any act done under 
sub-section (1) was in the interest of the public 
safety, a certificate signed by a Secretary to the Gov
ernment of India or to the Local Government shall 
be conclusive proof on the point. 

6, Any Railway Company, on being required so 
to do by the Governor General in Council, shall per
mit the Government to establish and maintain a tele
graph upon any part of the land of the Company, and 
shall give every reasonable facility for working the 
same. 

7. (1) The Governor General in Council may, from 
time to time, by noti:ficatlon in the Gazette of India, 
make rules consistent with this Act for the conduct 
of all or any telegraphs established, maintained or 
worked by .the Government or by persons licensed 
under· this Act. 

(2) Rules 
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(Part II.-Privileges and Powe?'S of the . Gov(Jrn

ment.-Seotion 8.) 

·(2) Rules under this s~ction may provide for all·. 
or any of the following, among other matters, that is 
to say:-

(a) the rates at which, and the other conditions 
and restrictions subject to which, messages 
shall be transmitted; 

(b) -Lhe pi·ecautions to be taken for preventing the 
improper interception or disclosure of mes
sages; 

·(c) theperiod for which, and the conditions subject 
to which, telegrams and other documents 
belonging to, or being in the custody of, 
telegrapl} officers shall be preserved; and 

(d) the fees to be charged for searching for tele
grams or other documents in the custody of 
any telegraph officer. 

(3) When making rules for the conduct of any 
telegraph established, maintained or worked by any 
person licensed under this Act, the Governor General 
in Council may by the rules prescribe fines for any 
breach of the same : · 

Provided that the fines so prescribed shall not 
exceed the following limits, namely:-

(i) when the person licensed under this Act is 
punishable for the breach, one thousand 
1·upees, and in the case of a continuing 
breach a further fine of two hundred rupees 
for every day after the first during the 
whole or .any part of which the breach 
continues; 

(ii) when a servant of the person so licensed, or 
ari:y other person, is punishable for the breach, 
one-fourth of the amounts specified in 
clause (i). 

8. The Governor General in Council may, at any Revocation 
time, revoke any license granted under section 4, on of licenses. 

the 

•. 
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(!Ptiii'Z III.~Powe!f' 'to place fPelrtgrapk :Lines a/na 
Posts;~'Seotion8·9-40.) 

tlie_·breach~of any of the co:t\lditions·therein·contained, 
or in de:fault of payment of any consideration payable~ 
thereunder . 

. Governmellt. 9. The -Secretary. of . State for India in Council 
·not responsi· shaH not be r,::.sponsible for any loss or damage whic_ h ble for loss · . "" · . . .· . · . 

o1· damage. may occur in consequence of any telegraph officer 

Power for 
telegraph 
authority to 
place and 
maintain 
telegraph 
lines and 
posts. 

failing ·in his duty with respect to the receipt, trans
mission or . deli very .. of any message ; and no such 
officer shall be responsible for any such "loss or damage, 
unless he causes the same negligently, maliciously or 
fNxtidu1errtly. 

PART IIL 

PowER TO PLACE TELEGRAPH 'LiNES AN:b. PosTs. 

10. 'rhe telegraph authovity may, from time to 
time, ·place and maintain a teleg.ra;ph line under, over, 
a.long or across, and posts in or upon, any immoveable 
property: 

·P:t'o'vide'd 'that=
(a) 

(lJ) 

the telegraph authority shall hot exercise the 
'powers conferred by this section except for 
the piii•poses Of a telegt'aph 'eStablished Oi' 

tfuaintained by the GovernniEmt,··or to cbe so 
established or maintained ; 

the Government shall not acqui're any right 
'other than that of user'only ih the property 
ttndei', over, along, across, in or upon which 
the telegraph authority ;places any··telegraph 
line or post; and. 

(c) except as hereinafter provided, the telegtaph 
authority shall 'not exercise those ·powers in 
·1'espect of any property 'tested in or under 
the control or management o£ any local 
authority, without the ·permission ;of ·tha,t 
authorit'7 • and 

J ' 

(d) in 
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(Part III."-l?ower to place Teleg.r•aph Lines and 

Posts.-. . Sections 11-13,) 

(d) in the exercise of the powers conferred by this 
section, the telegraph authotity shall do as 
little damage as possible, arid, when it has 
exerci~ed those powers in respect of any 
property other than that referred to in 
clause (c), shall pay full compensation to all 
persons interested for any damage sustained 
by them by reason of the exerci~e of those 
powers. 

11. The telegraph authority may, at any time, for 
the purpose of examining, repairing, altering or re
moving any telegraph line or post, enter on the pro
perty under, over, along, across, in or upon which the 
line or post has been placed. · 

Provisions applicable to P1·operty vested in or under 
the Control ot· Management ofLocal Authorities . . 

12. Any permission given by a local authority un
der section 10, clause (c), may be given subjeCt to 
such reasonable conditions as that authority thinks fit 
to impose, as to the payment of any expenses to which 
the a11.thorit.y will necessarily be put in consequence 
of the exercise. of the powers conferred by that section; 
or as to the time or mode of execution of any work, 
or. as to any other thing connected with or relative. to 
any work undertaken by the telegraph ap.thority under 
those powers. 

· 13. When, under the foregoing provisions of this 
Act, a telegraph line or post has been placed by the 
telegraph authority under, over, along, across, in or 
upon any property vested in or under the control or 
management of alocal authority, and the local authori
ty, having regard to circumstances which have arisen 
since the telegraph line or post was so placed, considerR 
it expedient tl1at it should be removed or that its posi
tion should be altered, the local authority may re
quire the telegraph authority to remove it or alter its 
position, as the case may be. 

14. 'T'he 

• 
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(Pm·t III.-Power to place Telegraph· Lines a1~d 

Posts.~-Sections 14-16.) 

.. 14. The telegraph authority may, for thepurpose 
of exercising the powers conferred· upon it by this Act 
in respect of any property vested in or under the con
trol or managenient of a local authority, alter the posi-

; tion thereunder of any pipe (not being a main) :for 
the supply of gas or water, or of any drain (not being 
a main drain) : 

Provided that-
(a) when the telegraph authority desires to alter 

the position of any such pipe or drain it shall 
give reasonable notice of its intention to do 
so, specifying the time at which it will begin 
to do so, to the local authority, and, when the 
pipe or deain is not under the cont1~ol of the 
local authority, to the person under whose 
control the pipe or drain is; · · 

.. (b) a local authority or person receiving notice 
under clause (a,) may send a person to super
intend the work, and the telegraph authori
ty shall execute the work to the reasonable 
satisfadion of the person so sent. 

Disputes 15. (1) If any dispt{te arises between the telegraph 
between tele-· authority and a local authority in consequence of the 
~raph author- local authority refusing the permission referred to in 
1ty and local . l ( ) 'b' d ... 
authoi-ity. sectwn 10, cause c , or prescn mg any con Itwnun-

Exercise 
of powers 
conferred by 

der section 12, or in consequence of the telegraph 
authority omitting to comply. with a requisition made 
under section 13, or otherwise in respect of the exercise 
of the powers conferred by this Act, it shall be deter
mined by such officeras the Local Government may 
appoint either generally or specially in this behalf. 

(2) An appeal from the determination of the officer· 
so appointed shall lie to the Local Government;'' and 
the order of the Local Government shall be final. 

. Provisions apJjlicable to othe1' P1'operty. 
16. (1) If the exercise of the powers mentioned in 

section 10 in respect of property referred to in clause 
(d) 
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(Part III. ~Power to place Telegraph Line!J and 

Posts.-Seotion 16.) 

(d). of that section ls resisted or obstructed, the Dis~ section J.o, 
trict Magistrate may, in his discretion order that the and dis.P11tes 

·· · · · ' · . as tocompen 
telegraph authority shall be permitted -to exercise sation, jn • 
them. case ofpro-

• perty other 
(2) If, after the makmg of an order under sub- tbau that of 

section ( 1),. an! person resists the exercise of those ~tlo~al author· 

powers, or, havmg control over the property, does not Y 
give all facilities for their being exercised, he shall be 
deemed to have committed an offence under section 

ofl86o. 188 of the Indian PenalCode. 
( 3) If any dispute arises concerning the sufficiency 

of the compensation to be paid under section 10, clause 
(d),_ it shall, on application for that purpose by either 
of the disputing parties to the District Judge within · 
whose jurisdiction the property is situate, be detm·~ 
mined by him. 

· ( 4) If any dispute arises as to the persons entitled 
to receive compensation, or as to the proportions in 
which the persons interested are entitled to share in 
it, the telegraph authotity may pay into the Court of 
the District Judge such amount as he deems sufficient 
or, where all the disputing parties have in writing ad
mitted the amount tendered to be sufficient or the 
amount has been determined under sub-section (3), 
that amount; and tl1e District J-udge, after giving 
notice to the parties and hearing such of them as desire 
to be heard, shall determine the persons entitledto 
receive the compensation or, as the case may be, the 
proportions in \Vhich the persons interested are entitled 
to share in it. 

(5) Every determination of a dispute by a District 
Judge under sub-section (3) or sub-section (4) shall 
be final: 

Provideq that nothing in this sub-section shall 
affect the right of any person to recover by suit the 
whole or any part of any compensation paid by. the 
telegraph authority, from the person who has received 
the same. 

17. (1) When 
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(Part iii....;_J?mom•. ·to p?Jaae PeMg7'ctph Lines and 
Posts.-Sectiotli817;..J8.) 

17. ( 1) When, under the foregoing provisiOns of 
this Act, a telegraph line or ·post has been placed by 
the telegraph authority under, ()Ver, along, across, in 
or upon any property, not being property vested in or 
under ·the control or management of a local autho11ity, 
and any person entitled to do so desires to deal with 
that property in such a manner as to render it neces
sary or convenient that the telegraph line or post 
should be removed to another part thereof or to a 
higher or lower level or altered in form, he may re
quire the. telegraph authority to remove or alter the 
line or post accordingly: . 

Pmvided .that, if compensation has been paid 
under section 10, clause (d), he shall, when making 
the req \lisition, tender to the telegraph authotity the 
amount requisite to defray the expense of the removal 
or alteration, or half of the amount paid as compen
sation, whichever may be the smaller sum. 

(2) If the telegraph authority omits to comply 
with the requisition, the person making itmay apply· 
to the District Magistrate. within whose jurisdiction 
the property is situate to order th13 removal or altera~ 
tion. · 

(3) A District Magistrate receiving an application 
undersu b-section (2) may, in his discretion, reject the 
same or make an order, absolutely or subject to con
diti.ons, for the removal of the telegraph line or post 
to any other part . of the property or to a higher or 
lower level or :fo); the alteration of its form; and the 
order so made shall be final. 

Pro1Jisions applicable to all P'l•operty. · 

18. (1) If any tree standing or lying near a tele~ 
graph line interrupts, or is likely to interrupt, tele
graphic communication, a Magistrate of the first or 
second class may, on the application of ,the tele~TatJh 
authority, cause tlw tree to 'bel':Qmov~d Ql' deaJ.t with 
in such other way as he deems fit. 

(2) When 
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(PU1't IV.-··. Penalties .. ~SkJJtio.~s19-2Ji) 

(2:) When disposing of ·an application under sub~ 
section (1), the Magistrate shall, in the case of any 
tree in existence before the telegraph line was placed, 
award to the persons interested in the tree such com
pensation ·as he thinks reasonable, and the award shall · 
be final. 

19. Every telegraph line or post placed "before the Telegraph 

passing of this Act under, over, along, across, in or li~::.~al~ced 
upon any· property, for the purposes of a telegraph tefor~ the 
established o1· maintained by the Government, shall be pa~sing of 
deemed to have been placed in exercise of the powers this Act. 

conferred by, 'and after observance of all the require~ 
ments of, this Act. 

PART IV. 

PENALTIES. 

20. If any person __ establ_ishes_, maintains or works Establishing, 
- maintaining 

a telegraph within British India, otherwise than as or workin"' 
permitted by a license granted under section 4, or unlicensed" 

breaks any condition contained in such a license, he t~~:!~t!: or 
shall be punished with fine which may extend to one condiLion of 
thousand rupees, and wit-h a further fine which may license. 

extend to five hundred rupees for every week during 
which the line is maintained or worked or the breach 
of the condition coutinues. 

21. I£ any person, knowing or having reason to be- Using such 
lieve that a telegraph has been established or is main- tefegraphs. 

tained or workedin contravention of this Act, trans~ 
mits or receives any message by such telegraph, or 
performs any service incidental thereto, or delivers 
any message for transmission by such telegraph or ac- · 
cepts delivery of any message sent thereby, he shall be 
punished with fine which may extend to fifty .rupees. 

22. If a Railway Company, or an officer of .a Rail
way Oompar:ty, neglects or refuses to comp~y with the 
provisions of section· 6,. it or he· shall be _punished with 
fine which may extend to one thousan-d rupees for 

every 

Opposing 
establish· 
ment of tele
graphs on 
railway land. 



.. 

Intrusiop. 
into signal
room,, tres
pass in tele
graph office 
or obstruc
tion. 

Unlawfully 
at_tempting 
to learn con
tents of mes
sages. 

Intentionally 
damaging or 
tampering 
with tele· 
graphs. 

140 . ·Telegraph~. . · [AC'l\ :XIII 

· (Part IV.-Eena~t-ies .-Sections 23~25.) 

every day during which the neglect or refusal conG 
tinues. 

23. If any p~rson-_. 
(a) without permission of co]llpete_nt authority, 
- enters the signal-room of a telegraph office of 

the Government, or ,Pfa person licensed und~r 
this Act, or 

(b) enters a fenced enclosure round such a teleG 
graph office in contravention of any rule or 
notice not to do so, or · 

(c) refuses to quit such room or enclosure on being 
requested to do so by any officer or servant 
employed therein, or 

( cl) wilfully obstructs or impedeR any such officer 
or servant in the performance of his duty, 

he shall be pm~ished with :fine which may extend 
to five hundred rupees. 

24. If any person does any of the acts mentioned 
in section 23 with the intention of unlawfully learn
ing the contents of any message, or of committing 
any offence punishable under this Act, he may (in 
addition to the fine with which he is punishable under 
section 23) be punished with imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to one year. 

25. If any person, intending-
( a) to prevent or obstruct the transmission or deli

very of any message, or 
(b) to intercept or to acquaint himseif with the 

. contents of any message, or 
( o) to commit mischief, 
damages, removes, tampers with or touches any 

battery, machinery, telegraph line, post or-Other thing 
whatever, being part of or used in or about any tele
graph or in the working thereof, 

he shall be punished-with imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with 
'both. 

26. If 
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26. If any. telegraph officer, or any person, not Telegraph 
being a telegraph officer but having official . duties officer or .. 

t d 'tb ffi h' h · d t 1· h other offimal connec e WI any o ce w IC ··IS use as a. e egrap ·making away 
office,-. with.or'alter-

. - ~m~ 

(a) wilfully $eQretes, makes away with or alters ~awfully. 
any message ;hich he has received for ~~t~~~~fo~~~. 
transmission or delivery, or messages, 0!-' 

(b) 'lf 11 d th . th . b. d' t ilivulging _ WI u y, an o · erw1se an 1n o e 1ence o purport of 
an order of the Governor General in Council signals. 

or of a Local Government, or of an officer 
specially authorised by the G-overnor. General 
in Council to make the order; omits to 
transmit, or intercepts or detains, any mes
sage· or any part thereof, or otherwise (han 
in pursuance of his--official duty or in obe
dience to the direction of a competent Court, 
discloses the contents or any part of the 
contents of any message, to any person not 
entitled to receive ~he same, or 

(c) divulges the purport' of any telegraphic signal 
to any person not entitled to become ac
quainted-with the same, 

he shall be punished with imprisonment for a term 
which may'extend to three years, or with fine, or with 
both. 

27. If any telegraph officer transmits by telegraph Telegraph 
any message on which the yharge prescribed by the officer fraud
Government, or by a person licensed under this Act, !llently ~end-

b h b 
. . d' mg messages 

as the case may e, as not een pmd, mten mg without.pay-
thereby to defraud the Government or that person, he ment. · 

shall be-punished with impr,isonment for a term which 
may extend to three years, or with fine, or with 
both. 

28. If any telegraph officer, or any person not Misconduct. 
being a telegraph officer but having official duties 
connected with any office which is used as a telegraph 
office, is guilty of any act of drunkenness, carelessness 

-or other misconduct whereby· the correct transmission· 
or 
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or the delivery of any message is impeded or delayed, 
or if any telegraph officer loiters ·o.r delays in the 
transmission or delivery of any message, he shall be 
punished with imprisonment f& a term which ,may 
extend to three months, or with fine which may 
extend to one hundred rupees, or with both. 

29. If any person transrflfits or causes to be trans
mitted by telegraph a message which he knows. to be 
false or fabricated, he shall be punished with impri
sonment for a term which may extend to three years, 
or with fine, or with both. · 

30. If any person fraugulently retains, or wilfully 
secretes, makes away with or detains a w.essage which 
ought to have been delivered to some othet: pe1~son, or, 
befng requir.ed by a telegraph officer to deliver up 
any such message, .neglects or refuses to do so, he 
shall be punished with imprisonment fo1· 'a term 
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with 
both. 

31. A telegraph office1' shall be deerried a public 
servant within the meaning of sections 161, 162, 163, 
164 and 165 of the Indian Penal Oode; and in the XLV of 

definition of ''legal remuneration " contained in the 
said section 161, the word "Government'? shall~ for 
the purposes of this Act, be deemed to include a 
person licensed under this Act. 

32. Whoever attempts to commit any offence 
punishable under this Act shall be punished with the 
punishment herein provided ,for the offenco. 

PART V. 

SuJ>.l'LEMENTAL PROYlSION. 

33. (1) Whenever it appears to the Local Gov. 
ernmeut that any act causing or likely to cause 
wrongful damage to any telegraph is repeatedly and 
maliciously committed in any plaee, a:~rd that the 

employment 



18Sfr.J. 

Part P".-Suppl£mentaf Provi~ion;-· Section 38.) 

employment of an additional police-force in that place ohiefto tele
is thereby tendered necessary~ the Local Government graphs is 

. d h, dd'ti 1 1' f· 't tb' k fit repeatedly may sen sue · a 1 ona po we- orce as 1 . · m s oommitted. 
to the place, and employ the same therein so long as, 
in the opinion of tl:;rat Government, the necessity of 
doing 1$0 continues. · 

(2) The inhabitants 6£ the place shall be charged 
with the cost of the additional police-force, and the 
District Magistrate shall, subject to the orders of the 
Local Government, assess the proportion in which the 
c0st shall be paid by the inhabitants according to his 
judgment of their respective means. 

(8) All moneys payable under sub-section (2) 
shall be recoverable either under the Warrant of a 
Magistt·ate by distress and sale. of the moveable pro~ 
-perty of the defaulter within the local limits of his 
jurisdietionj or by suit in any competent Court. 

(4) The Local Government may, by order in 
writing, define the limits of any place for the pur
poses of this sectio:u. 
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