
ACrr No. VIIJ oF 1860. 

pASSED BY THE LEGISLATIVE CoUNCIL OF INDIA. 

(Received the assent of the. Governor General on the 12th _ilfarch 1860.) . 

An Act for regJJ,l1!f:t,iW}_lw .. ·- __ ---- estaf?lishme)tt _and management of Elect1·ic TelegmpM in 
., :r-nd_ia. • ;£1 .., 

1:W~.a..sit- is expedient thatbetter provision should be made for regulating ;~o 
. the establishment and management of lines of Electric Tele-

Prettfu~le· graph in India; It is enacted as follows :-

I. Act XXXIV of 1854 (for regulating the establishment and management of 

.Aet repealed. 
Electric Telegraphs in India) is hereby repealed, except as 
to any act or offence which shall have been done or com- · 

mitted, or 'to any fine or penalty which shall have been in~.urred, or to any pro­
eeedings which shall have been commenced: before this Act shall come into 
operation, and except also as to any license for the establishment of a line of 
Electric Telegraph granted under the said Act. All things dope under the 
authority or in pursuance of the said Act, shall be as valid and effectual as if this 
Act had not been passed. 

II. Within the British territories in India, the Governor-General of India 
Governor General in in Council shall have the exclusive privilege of establishing 

Council to have the exclu- · h 
siye ~rivilegeof establish- lines of Electric Telegraph. Provided that t e Governor-
ing Electric Telegraphs. General ofindia in Council may grant a license to any person 

Proviso. or Company to establish a line of Electric Telegraph •yjthin 

any part of such territories, whjch license shall be revocable on t-he breach of any 

of the qonditions therein contained. 
IlL \Vhoever 
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III. Whoever shall otherwiSe than under a license dUly granted as afore­

. Penaltie.s. fo~· .. estab!i;~h- .;it~~id;~s~J&l!s~ dlt~ ~>l'eyd(l:litfd~':o£·su:c~~licen~ e ~aintain, 
rng ?r ,mamtami~g. un_ au- · .. a ... Ji_n·_ · .. _e __ o_._·_.Th E_l'@.·~---.. ·.·.; .i®; ___ .·.··_·.·_·.~.'.rn_ .. •.·· ... · .... ~_·l.~_a;_ n_h __ ._·•.K\V:t_ . t_ hiD ___ ·.·.•·. :the satd tern tones, shall thor1zed Electnc Tele•.;-;, ···'-'.k ,,, .,.,, • .,,,.""""''~-·~"''""•''"~ .. •·"'0~- .... 'Lf· .. · 

graphs. 11?- . . he liable to· a fin.efnot .exceeding one thousand Rupees, and 

for every vtee:ki1iuring wb,ich ,such,Jine•t;;hh.ILbc. maintained shall be liable to a 

further .. :fi~e not exceeding :fiye ll1illl,:qae~t~Up~$~rfJ> ·· · 

IV. Whoever shall use a line of ;Electric Telegr~ph, knowing or having rea-

- Penalty for using or son to believe that it. is an Unlicensed line, for the purpose of 
working sucli Telegraphs. sending or receivlitg messages, or shall perform any servise 

incidental theret.Q, shall for ev9ry, SiJ.Ch offence be liable to a fine not exceed­
ing fifty R upy,~~:l; 

-,:~:0,_}":1:'i~-,,·-:"":,::,---:-:,:· ' 

¥?,~~~h~:~i{±()\f~rnor-G~rieral of India· in Council may, on the occurrence of 
"f\;,;:.,,;;}:.;ttJ~.,i .. · ~!~ · a~y' public emergency, take temporary possession of any· 

po:~f:f:n.~6tf±~:~~§fh: line of Electric Telegraph established under license within 
establisp.ed•l.JylicensE;l.J,~;, the sltid territories. 

;~;diclfit~~~way· Company, on being required so .to do by the Governor­
,,,,!;(! :}, .. : .. ·;·· · Generafof India in Council, shall permit the Government 

Go'feh:im~pt~may'e~a-
blish ~~l~g't"aplis •on littid to establish 'upon the land of such Company adjoining the 
ofRaiJ,way,Comp~:tfY:·, 1' f Rail lin f El · T 1 h d h ll *~f}'(,!(H}'' , ·. me o. way, a e o ectnc e egrap , an s a 
givecdtvi~rycreasonable.facility for establishing and using the same. 

VII. The Governor-General of India in Council may from time to time 
Governor-General in frame rules for the conduct of Electric Telegraphs established 

Council to frame rules for by Government not inconsistent vvith this Act, and therein the conduct of Govern-
ment Telegraphs. prescribe the regulations, conditions, and restrictions ac-

cording to which all messages and signals shall be transmitted. 

VIII. The Government shall not be responsible for any loss or damage 

Government not res­
ponsible for loss or da­
mage. 

~hich may occur in consequence of any person employed 
.·by the Government in the Electric Telegraph Department 
failing to transmit I'Y'ith accuracy any message entmsted to 

hiin · fm transmission ; and no such person shall be responsible for any such loss 
darttage, unless he shall cause the same negligently, maliciously, or fraudulently. 

shall, >Vithout permission, enter into the signal room of a · 

Government Telegraph Ofilce, or sha11 refuse to quit the 
sarne on being requested to do so by any Officer or servant 

employed 
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employed therein, or ~hall wilfully obstruCt or impede any such Officer or ser­
vant in the performance of his: duty; shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one 
hundred Rupees. 

" X. Whoever shall wilfully caus,e or atte~pt to cause any interruption to 

Penalties for euttingthe . the transmission of signa1fl along a line t>f Electric Tele­
line. graph estliblis~ed by the Government, by cutting or injur­
ing the wire, or by injuring anyportion of the line or posts or any instrument 
or apparatus, or by ~ny other means, shall be liable to imprisonment, with or 
without hard labor, for a term not exceeding two years, or to fine, or to both. 

XI. Whoever, being in the employ of the Government in the Electric 
Penalties for omitting Telegraph Department, shall wilfully secrete, make away 

to transmit or deliver · · 1 1 · · hi h h 
messagesor for divulging Wlt 1, a ter, or onnt to transnnt any message w c e may 
messages&c. have received for transmission or delivery, or shall wilfully 
or otherwise than by the Official order of a Secr~tary to the Government 
of India, or ·Government of JYiad.ras or Bombay, or Lieutena~t-Governor of 
Bengal or of the North-Western Provinces, or of the Punjab, or Chief Com" 
missioner of Oude, or such other Officers as the Governor-General of India in 
Council shall authorize to give such order, divulge any message or the purport 
of any message or signal to any person not entitled to receive, or to become 
acquainted with the same-shall be liable to be L""Dprisoned, with or without 
hard labor, for a term not exceeding two years, or to fin_e, or to both. 

XII. Whoever offers a· bribe to any person in the employ of the Govern •. 
Penalty for offering a ment in the ElecLr.ic Teleg:raph Department in order to 

bribe. induce such person to act in a manner inconsistent with his 

duty, shall be liable to be imprisoned for a term nov exceeding six months, or to 
fine, or to both. 

XIII. ·whoever, being in such employ, shall be guilty of any act of 
drunkenness, carelessness, or other misconduct, whereby 

Penalty for misconduct. 
the transmission or delivery of any message shall be en-

0 dangered, or who shall loiter or make delay in the transmission or delivery of 
any n\essage, shall be liable to imprisonment, with or withm~t hard labor, for a 
tenn not exceeding three months, or to a fine not exceeding one hundred Hupces, 
Ol' to both. 

XlY ·whoever 



XIV. Whoev~r,. beiiig;:tfl."~tfcli erilplOyf''§hall/transmit by the Electric Tele­

Penalities for sending gr~pli"!iify;;ilies~ages'tlp0liJi{which the prescribed charge has 
messages without pay- · not been' paid;;,,lli.tenH1hg. thereby to defraud the Govern­
ment to' Government. 

, ment, sha:ll 'he 'liable to be imprisoned, with or wit~out 
hard labor, for a term not exceeding two years, or to fine, or to both. 

XV. ·whoever shall transmit or cause to be transmitted by an Electric 

« Penalties for sending Telegraph established by Government a message which he 
fabricated message. knows to be false or fabricated, shall be liable to be im-

prisoned, with or without hard labor, for a term not exceeding two years, or to 
fine, or to both. 

XVI. Any person not being a European British subject, who shall beyond 
the local limits of the jurisdiction of a Court of J udica­

Jurisdiction beyond lo-
cal limits of Supreme ture established by Royal Charter, commit any of the 
Court. offences mentioned in Sections X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV, 
and XV of this .Act, shall be punishable upon conviction by any Magistrate witl1-
in whose jurisdiction the offence shall be committed. If any such offence be com­
mitted beyond the said loca~ limits by a European British subject, the offender 
shall be punishable upon conviction before a Court of Judicature established by 
Royal Charter. 

XVll. .Any persol!, whether a European British subject or not, who shall 
Jurisdiction within local within the local limits of the jurisdiction of a Court of Judica­

limits of Supreme Court. ture established by Royal Charter commit any of the offences 

referred to in the last preceding Section, shall be punishable upon conviction 
before such Couxt. 

XVIII. Any person, whether a European British subject or not, who shall 
Fines how to be ad- be guilty of any offence, for which, according to th~ pro­

judged. visions of this .Act, he shall be liable to a fine only, shall 
be punishable for such offence by any Magistrate of Police for any of the Presi­
dency Towns of Calcutta, M:adTas, and Bombay, or for the Settlement of Prince 
of vV ales' Island, Singapore, and Malacca, Magistrate, Joint-Magistrate, or person 9 

. exercising the powers of a Magistrate, wit}Jin whose jurisdict~on the 
shall be committed ; and any person hereby made punishable by a lYiagis­
Police, shall be punishable upon summary convictjon. 

XIX. All 



•· 
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XIX. · All fines imposed .. und~t:r ·the authority of Act, for offences 
·punisha:ble)by fine only, byany Police Magistrate, Magis-

. trate, Joint-Magistrate, or person lawf·ully exercising the 
powers of a :Yiagistrate, may, in case of non-payment thereof, be levied by distress 
and sale of the goods ancLchattels the offender, by warrant under the hand of 
any of the. above-named Officers, and in case any such fine sh~ll not be forthwith 
paid, any such Officer may order the offender to be apprehended• and detained 
in safe ·eustody u~1til the return can be conveniently made to such warrant o( 
distress, unless such party shall security to the satisfaction of such Officer. 

Fine~ how levied. 

for his appearance· at such place aml as shall be ap}')Ointecl the retmn of 
the warrant of distress, and such Officer may take such security by way of recogni­
zance or othe:rwise, and if, upon the return of such warrant, it shall appear that no 
sucffiient dlstr~Sls ,can .. be had whereon to levy such fine, and the same shall not 
be' forth'w'ith para," or in case it shalL app~ar to the satisfaction ~f such Officer, 

'15y the rc6nfession ·of the party o:r: othQrffi,se.,. that he has not s_ufficient goods and 
(5hafitels:w'J:iere'upori such.fine or sum OflfiOney~:could be levied if a warrant of 
'fllstress, w~re issued, any such O:ffieer, by warrant under his hand, may comlilit 
the offender to prison, there to be imprisoned only or·to be imprisoned and_ kept 

Imprisonment if no to hard labor; according to the discretion of such Officer, 
sufficient distress, &c. for any term not exceeding two calendar months where 
the amount the fine shall not exceed fifty Rupees, and for any term not ex­
ceeding four calendar months where the amount shan· not exceed one hundred 
Rupees, and for any term not ex~eeding six calendar months in other case ; 
the commitment to be determinable in each of the cases afvresaid on payment of 
the amount. 

' 
XX. If any Servant of the Government, employed in the Electric Tele-

. . Authority to punish 
. ;Gov~;JrnmentServants who 

co!Dmit .offence~ against 
this Act m Fore1gn terri~ 
tory. 

graph Department within the dominions of any Foreign 
Prince or Stat~ in alliance ·with the Government of India 
in •vhich an Electric 1'elegraph is established by the 
Government, shall within the dominions of such Prince or 

State commit any act hereby pro1Ubited or omit to do any act hereqy req~i:r~d to 
be done by any person similarly employed with:iH the British territories in India, 
such Servant of the Government shall be guilty of an offence, ancl on conviction 

·thereof ~>hall punished in the same manner as if such act .had done or 
omitted -within said 1ast mentioned territories; an~l. every such person may be 
tried, convicted, ancl punishc:d eith})J by or othenvise, according to .the nature 
of the offence, by any Court or Officer duly empowered by t}Je Governor-.General 

o of 
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of India in Council to take cogniz;aW?e ,af offences committed in such clominions 
by .Servants of the Gover11'l:h.etrt,. or ,by,any Cou±t or Magistrate or other competent 
Officer in any pru't of the British tenitories in India in the same manner as if the 
offence had been committed in such part of the said territories. 

XXI. The word " Magistrate" in this Act shall include Joint MaiYis-
a 

trates and persons lawfully exercising the powers of Magis-
trates, and the word " Fine" shall include a penalty or 

Explanation of terms. 

>\forfeiture. 

XXII. . It shall be lawful for the Governor-General in Council to frame 

Government to frame 
rules for Telegraphs es­
tablished by license. 

rules for the conduct of any Electric Telegraph established 
by license under this Act, and to declare from time to time 
what portions of this Act shall be applicable to such 

Telegraph and to persons using the same, or employed in connexion there>vith. 
It shall also be lawful for the Govemor-General in Co,uncil And to declare Act ap· 

plicable to Telegraphs es- to oeclare from time to time that this Act, or siJch portions 
tablished within British 
Territories by Foreign thereof as may be specilied, shall be applicable to any 
Powers. Electric Telegraph established or to be established within 

the British Territories in India by any Foreign Prince or £tate with the consent 
of the British Govemment, and to persons using such Telegraph or employed in 
connexi.on therewith. 
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