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COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION No. 30512014 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION TO PROYIDE 

FOR THE REGISTRATION OF WORKS 

ENTITLING COPYRIGHT AND NEIGHBORING RIGHTS 

This Regulation is issued by the Council of Ministers 

pursuant to Article 5 of the Definition of Powers and Duties 

of the Executive Organs of the Federal Democratic Republic 
of Ethiopia Proclamation No. 69112010 and Article 39(1) of 

the Copyright and Neighboring Rights Protection 

Proclamation No. 410/2004. 

1. Short Title 

This Regulation may be cited as the "Registration of 

Works Entitling Copyright and Neighboring Rights 

Council of Ministers Regulation No. 305/2014". 

2. Definitions 

In this Regulation unless the context otherwise 

requires: 

11 "Proclamation" means the Copy Right and 
Neighboring Rights Protection Proclamation No. 

410/2004; 

2/ definitions provided for under Article 2 of the 

Proclamation shall be applicable to this 

Regulation; 

3/ "Office" means the Ethiopian Intellectual Property' 

Office established by Proclamation No. 320/2003; 

4/ any expre'ssion in the masculine gender includes 

the feminine . 
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3. RegistratioQ 

11 The owner of copy right or neighboring right or 

any person to whom such right is assigned may 

register his right by applying to the Office in 

accordance with this Regulation. 

21 The Office shall have the responsibility to register 

works entitling copyright and neighboring rights in 

accordance with this Regulation and, preserve 

sample works. 

4. Classification of Works Entitling Copyright and 

Neighboring Rights 

Works entitling copyright and neighboring rights may , 

be registered in accordance with the following 

classifications: 

11 literary or oral works; 

2/ artistic works such as stage, musiC and audio visual 

works; 

3/ visual arts such as photographs, drawings, graphics 

and works of architecture; 

4/ computer programs; 

5/ sound recordings; 

6/ broadcast. 

S. Requirements for Registration 

Any work entitling copyright and neighboring rights 

may be registered upon fulfilling the requirements 

provided for under Article 6 of the Proclamation. 

6. Content of Application for Registration 

11 Any application to be submitted to the Office for 

registration of copyright and neighboring rights 

shall contain the following particulars: 

a) the full name, address and nationality of the 

applicant; 

b) nature of the applicant's interest in the work; 

c) class and description of the work; 

d) title of the work; 

e) language of the work; 

f) name, address and nationality of the author; 

g) if the author is deceased, the date of his 

decease; 

h) whether the work is published or unpublished; 
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i) year and country of first publication and name,'! 

address and nationality of the publi~her if the ' 

work is published; 

j) years and countries of subsequent'publications, 

if any, and names, addresses and nationalities 

of the publishers; 

k) other information as determined by directive of 

the Office. 

2/ Any application to be submitted pursuant to sub

article (1) of this Article shall be accompanied with 

sample of the work and the following documents: 

a) copy of the identity card or passport of the 

applicant; 

b) if the applicant is a legal person, document 

sho~ing the acquisition of its legal personality; 

c) power of attorney as may be necessary; 

d) if the applicant is not the author, document 

showing that he is a right holder; 

e) receipt of payment of service fee effected in 

accordance with this Regulation; 

t) other documents as determined by directive of 

the Office. 

3/ If Any document attached to an applicat~on to be 

submitted pursuant to sub-article (2) of this Article 

is not executed in the Amharic or English language, 

it shall be translated into Amharic or English. 

7. Submission of Application 

1/ Any application for registration of copyright and 

neighbor~g rights shall be submitted in the 

Amharic or English language . 

2/ The application ana attached documents may be 

sent to the Office through its postal or website 

address. 

3/ An application sent through postal service shall 

clearly state the name and address of the Office. 

4/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (2) of 
\\ 

this Article, the Office may, if it fmds necessary, 

request the applicant or his agent to appear in 

person. 
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8. Unity of Application 

1/ ·Any one application for registration to be submitted 

to the Office in accordance with this Regulation 

shall contain only one work entitling copyright or 

neighboring rights. 

2/ Notwit.'1standing the provisions of sub-article (1) of 

this Article, series publication works such as 

encyclopedia may be registered upon submission of 

only one application. 

9. Formality Examination 

11 The Office shall undertake formality examination 

on the application submitted to it to verify whether 

the requirements specified in the Proclamation and 

in this Regulation are fulfilled. 

21 Where the Office fmds · defect on the application 

submitted to it pursuant to sub-article (1) of this 

Article, it shall give a written notice to the 

applicant or his agent to make correction within 

one month. 

3/ If the applicant or his agent fails to make correction 

within one month, the application shall be 

considered as abandoned. 

10. Affidavit of the Applicant 

1/ The Office . may not undertake substantive 

examination on the application for registration to 

proof ownership of the work entitling copyright 

and neighboring rights; provided, however, that t.lte 

applicant shall ascertain through affidavit that he is 

the owner. 

2/ The applicant shall be criminally liable on the b~is 

of relevant law for a fraud committed if the 

affidavit given ~s untrue. 

11. Issuance of Certificate of Registration 

The Office shall register a work entitling copyright 

and neighboring rights and issue certificate of 

registration if the application fulfils the formality 

requirements. 

12. Contents and Legal Effect of Certificate of 

Registration 

11 A certificate of registration of work entitling 

copyright and neighboring rights issued by the 

Office shall contain: 

a) the registration number; 

b) the particulars specified from paragraphs (a) to 

(d) of Article 6\1) of this Regulation; 
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c) date ofthe application; and 

d) date and validity period of the registration. 

2/ The certificate of registration of work entitling 

copyright and neighboring rights issued by the 

Office shall serve as a prima facie evidence of 

ownership of same. 

3/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (2) of 

this Article, failure to register any work entitling 

copyright and neighboring rights pursuant to this 

Regulation may not affect the protection of 

copyright and neighboring rights under the 

Proclamation. 

13. Validity Period and Renewal of Certificate of 

Re2jstratjop 

11 The certificate of registration of a work ~ntitling 

copyright and neighboring rights snaIl be valid for 

five years from the date of its issuance . 

21 The right holder may renew certificate of 

registration within six months from the date of 

expiry of the validity period provided under sub

article (1) of this Art~cle. 

3/ The right holder may renew his certificate of 

registration for five successive years until the 

protection years provided in the Proclamation 

expires. 

4/ If the right holder fails to apply, upon payment of 

fee, to the Office for renewal of the certificate of 

registration within the renewal period provided 

under sub-article (2) of this Article, the certificate 

of registration shall be cancelled. 

14. Registration of Assignment of Rights . 

11 Where a registered work entitling copy right and 

neighboring rights is assigned, the assignee may 

submit an application to the Office accompanied 

with relevant evidences of the assignment and 

register his rights. 

2/ The assignee shall attach evidence of payment of 

service fees to his application submitted in 

accordance with sub-article (1) of this Article. 
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31 The Office shall register the assignment of rights 

and issue certificate of registration in the name of 

the assignee. 

15. Access to Information of Registered Works 

11 Courts, police and public prosecutor institutions 

and other public institutions may haye access to 

information of registered works entitling copyright 

and neighboring rights free of charge by requesting 

the Office through written communication. 

21 Any person may have . access to information of 

registered 
, 

works entitling copyright and 

n'tighboring rights by applying to the Office and 

upon payment of the prescribed fee. 

. 
16. Service Fees 

The service fees to be charged by the Office shall be as 

prescribed by Schedule attached t~ this Regulation. 

17. Effective Date 

Thus Regulation shall enter into. force on the date of 

. publication in the Federal Negarit Gazette. 

Done at Addis Ababa, this 28th day of March, 2014. 

HAILE MARIAM DESSALEGN 

PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA 
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No. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Amount of Fees 

in Birr Types of Service 

Individual Firm 

Application for 
r 315 250 

Registration 

Correction of Application 250 315 

Renewal of Registration 250 315 

Registration of Assignment 
375 300 

of Rights 

Access to Information 100 125 
of Registered Rorks 
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