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GENERAL 

.lI..lI. .... ,~ 1: All provisioos of tIns law- t whether r~ to primes of civil servants 
or Other ·perscms. shaU be applied by· the Civil servants. Courts of the 
Gavemmmt of .. Afghamsf;aa, 

......... ' ......... 2: Conviction of tbe perpetrator to l~ years or more imprlsonmeDi or to 
permanent prohibition from Civil Service entails the deprivation of 
the following rights: 

a) t.be rtght. to use official medals t 

b) ~ right to use official titles ~ . 

c) the 1'i,ght to becomes. civil servant, .' 

ARTICLE 3 :Ifa citizen. of the State of A,fghanisian Commits while abroada .. erJ..m.tna 
.offenDe provided in. this law f he ~ lawfully be p:rosecut&d rm.d sen
.tenced. after he·lretums to A:rghaWatm~ ·aooordixig to the'pl'OVilJioos of 

, the followiDg pare.grap~: ' . 

a) if the· said person·has committed a crime against the· State of 
Mglumlstanor au l\.fghq eitiZ60. t he shall be pums,bed maooordal: 
wtth·theprovisiau of tid'!! '1=..w for his crime;' ' 

b) .' if the o~e is DOt c~tted agamst·the state of Afghanistan or a 
Afghan o1t1z_. the.perpetrator m.ay be sentenoed only.when he hru 
not beeU p~~ted ·and punished for his crime by a court of the 
foreign state;' 's» this ca~., erblrl~ pro9ooa:t10Ii.shtill only be 
1mJtltuted by the demand of the'victlm 'Within the Ihnits presc~bed 
by the C11m.mal Procedure·'Act of AighaniSian; . . . . . 

c) should the perpetrator ·tra,vel abroad an an official mission of the 
State of AJgb.€W1~t:a:n $I h~' ~;l;t~ be subject ~ the maximum pmal~ 
envisaged for his crime aCcording to the Provisions' of the above 
st:atedparag:t"~hs (a) ~ (b); . . ~ . , . 

d) if the pSi:petrator' is heldrespouible by the Mghtm Court for his 
c:ctm~ abro94, but does not impose a ~8hment on him becauae 
of his con~ctiOll,tW t~ foreign court and tne. sen.tenge hBh~' serv 
neverth~esa, he shall suffer all of the accessory punishments d~ 
with in the special articles of this law" . 

ARTICLE 4: kay civil servant or employee ~ having sentenced to 'two ~r more 
years imprisonment f @h.all be c01U3ide:red suspended from. the public 
servioe following his con:viction. .. 



and the perpetrator of such duress sball be punishable by the sarae 
penalty which is provided for tli<.:' person wIll) co:rnmits the actual 
criminal offense .. 

ARTICLE 6: For purposes of this law J whenever the need arises for the signature 
of a person who is illiterate 1 hi~ fingerprint strlfices provided that 
it is authenticated by two witnesses to the effect that the fingerprint 
belongs to the person who after thorough knowledge of the matter used 
it in lieu of his signature .. 

ARTICLE 7: For purposes of this law, whenever the statement of the date be requII 
it shall meM. the statement of the day. the month and the year hein..r; us 
in Afghanistan based on the Solar Calendar (A. H,,). 

ARTICLE 8: Every civil seriTant~ contract servant of the State and government amp: 
who learns of the occurrence of a cri:m1nal incident m.ust notify the per 
peil'ator's superi.ors of the caSe; failing to do so will be ptmished by OIl 

two m.onths imprisonment or from three hundred to one thousand Afgha 
fWe. 

ARTICLE 9: Every superior who beoomes aware of the commission of a crimtruU 
offense in his office must immediately institute legal prooeedings in 

. accordaDce With the proviSions of this law. 

ARTICLE 10: If the execution· 01 a sentence on a convicted woman, who is pI'egllant, 1 
considered, ill the::>jJUllon of a physician, detrimental to her child t the 
execution of the sentence shall be suspended Illltii 40 days followmg the 
childbirth. 

i\RTICLE 11: . If a person is legally liable to the payment of different Stuns. such as 
the court ta~~ and trial expcnseR lJ to the State as well as the payment of 
sums to non··governm~lltal real or legal persons) priority is given to 
the paym("llt I)f the dues I:elating to non-governmental persons over the 
state dues. 

ARTICLE 12: The conviC'ted person shall return the same property whl.ch he acquired 
through tho commissi.on of the crime) if it exists; otherwise, he shall 
give a like commodity or 1ts price to the owner thereof; and shall also 
compensDte any damages done to the property. 

ARTICLE 13: E .. ~ecution ot Court sentences of ca"pital punishment or life i.mptisO'.Ilme.t 
is subject to the signature of the .President of the Republic; 'a. * 

ARTICLE 14: If one deed forms several criminal offenses, the perpetrator shall be 
sentenced for the principal ctinu:nal offense l.'equirmg the most severe 
pUllishment .. 

ARTICLE 15: The conviution of felony by a court shall be recorded in the identity cal'1 
of the cO'Dvict .. 

ARTICLE 16: Political rIghts denote the following: 

a) the r!.{,ht to partici.pate in parliamentary elections, provincial 
(.'rY:o!lci1s or m.unicipality elections as a voter or as a candidat.e; 



AHTICLE ConunOh lndude the followUiJ: 

a} to establish commercial companies; 

b} to establish man:rfacturblg firms; 

c) to represent someone before the Court; 

d) to publish papers or periodicals; 

e) to use official medals; 

f) to use official titles. 

CHAPTER TWO: TYPES OF CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS - - .... - -- - ... 

ARTICLE 18: Crimes provided by this law are of the following types: 

a) felony; 

b) misdemeanor; 

c) petty offense. 

ARTICLE 19: A felony is a crime punishable by the following penalties: 

a) death penalty; 

b) life imprisonment from 15 to 20 years with or without hard labol 

c) regular (or strict) iD1,PI"isonment from three to 15 years With or 
without hard labor; 

d) simple imprisonment from ODe to three years; 

e) exile; 

f) deprivation of political rights; 

g) deprivation of all common Tights; 

h) deprivation of Citizenship; 

i) dismissal from the state civil service .. 

ARTICLE 20: A misdemeanor is a crime punishable by the following penalties: 

a) imprisonment for not more than one year; 

b) compulsory residence in a specified place; 

c) prohibition from living in a specified place; 

d) deprivation of some common rights; 



AHT1C ~;'} : (>~:,:·;;s iC()H1 tIl::: eUJllmwsion of pr"wlded In. Articles 
anJ 20 shall be adJudi.eated by the Ch11 Se.rvants Courts~ 

ARTICLE 22: A petty offense is an offense pun:i.shable by the following penalties; 

a) a fine of not more than one thousand Afghanis; 

b) suspension of promotion; 

c) salary cessation for not more than. 15 days; 

d) reprimand. 

ARTICLE 23: Punishment for the perpetration of petty offenses provided in Articl 
on Civil Sarvants shall be applied by their respective superiors und 
Articles 173 and 174 of this law, and persons other than Civil Sel'V~ 
are punishable in pursuance of the provisions of Article 181 of this 

ARTICLE 24: The period of exile shall Dot be less than three years and shall not 
exceed 15 years. 

ARTICLE 25: The period of compulsory residence or prohibition from. residence 
speoified place shall not be less than one month and shall not sxeee 
three years .. 

ARTICLE 26: A person sentenced to exile shall be sent, under guard t to the plac( 
ordered hy the Court and shall remain under surveillance for the te 
of the sentence" 

ARTICLE 27: Imposition of hard labor shall be aimed at the performance of work 
the public welfareo 

ARTICLE 28: The p'9riod of a sentence of imprisonment commences on the day tb.1 
convict is imprisoned according to the final judgment of the Court; : 
ever, the period of time spent m custody and/or preliminary detent 
shall be counted as part of the sentence of imprisonment. 

ARTICLE 29: The quality of the severity of a punishment is prescribed in the ordl 
for its provisions, with the exception of imprisonment 'without hard 
labor which is milder than imprisonment with hard labor unless its 
period is two times or more langer than the latter period. 

ARTICLE 30: A person COndeID.lled to death shalI'be detained until the time of exel 
The death penalty shall be executed by hanging. 

ARTICLE 31! The Court, upon the request of a person sentenced to fine ~ may:, chru 
lUs s,gntence to the performance of physical work for publk interest 
In calculating work for a fine, the Court shall not order mal'';:; than c 
hundred Mghallis, and not less than thirty Afghanis, for :1 working c 

ARTIC Should the convict he unable to pay the fine Vtithin 30 days from the t 
the Court deCision became final, the Court. upon the l'equest of the p 
p1.'osecutor, shall apply the provisions of Article 31. 

ARTICLE The Court may order the confi.scation the following property: 



(~) pro.p(~rty a.ccttlir·ed. H~~j 'Ghe t'::·~t4~. (1)(" lX.cr)~.b1.ct} of ~:n.(~ l.~rj-};}c d·,j.~ tu f:~{;2b. 

thereof~ In e:ruorcmg the punishm.ent of confiscation of property, . 
is conditional that the property belongs to the convict himself an.d 
nobody elsB" Nevertheless s if somebody else with full knowledge 
their legal nature, acquires the pro:;?erties mentioned in the foregl 
paragraphs of this Article, the Court may order the confiscation ( 
such property as well. 

C~iAPTER THREE: ATTEMPTE~ CRIl\1E A~'1) REPE.!.'! 
Q!!IM:E @ECIDIVIS~ 

ARTICLE 34: Anyone who with intent commenced the commission of a felony but did 
not complete it because of the intervention of factors other than his ov 
voluntary abandonment, he shall be punishable by the minimum penal!; 
provided for that felony. In case the penalty is capital punishment ~ tl: 
perpetrator shall be sentenced to impris0nment from five years to 19 
years.. The criminal intent in itself, as well as the accomplishment ( 
preparatory acts shall not be regarded as the attempted crime. 

ARTICLE 35: If a perpetrator attempted to commit a felony but has desisted from it 
completion of his own free will) he shall not be p1ID.ished. However,: 
the accomplished action forms another crime ~ he shall be subject to 
the established penalty provided by the law. 

ARTICLE 36: If the perpetrator has been sentenced by a court of competGnt jurtsdic 
for the commission of a felony or a misdemeanor, and within five yee: 
following the completion of his sentence he again commits a felony, b 
shaUbe punishable by at least the maximum penalty for his fresh crt: 
provided that this penalty does not exceed one and one-half of the mru 
penalty. In this case, the execution or non-execution of the previous 
tence has no effect on the COllrt decision& 

ARTICLE 37: If a crime is committed by several persons) every perpetrator shall 
independently punishable by the penalty provided for that crime. Rov 
if the special circumstances show that some participants took a greal 
role in the commission of the crime, such factors shall be considere 
adjudication of their cases. However 9 this shall not affect the senter 
of the others. 

ARTICLE 38: CompliCity (aiding) includes the following deeds: 

a) incitement of a person to commit a crime or a deed originating f 
crime $ provided that the criminal incident or the ueed occurs as 
result of the inCitement; 

b) preparation of objects and means essential for the eommission c 
crime and the performance of preparatory work incidental to th~ 
perpetration of the offense; 

c) preparation of faciIities for a pel'SUD to commlt a crime. 



ARTICLE 40: 

ARTICLE 41; 

ARTICLE 42: 

The penalty for the 80complice shall be less than the penalty for the 
actual perpetrat.or of the crime.. The Court may establish. the reductio 
of the punishment of the accomplice in view of the circumstances of thE 
crime. the individual rate, characteristics, and relevant factors~ 

The special factors which change, aggravate or mitigate punishment of 
the actual perpetrator shall not affect the punishment of the accomplicE 

Should the actual perpetrator be exempted from punishment by law) thi 
in no way shall affect the cases of the accomplices. 

CHAPTER FIVE: BARS TO PUNISHMENT 
AND ITS EXECUTION 

ARTICLE 43: An immature child may not be punIshed. 

AR'rICLE44: If a minor who has not reached the age of 15 years commits a crime 
punishable by this law, the Court with full consideration of his persona 
circumstance ~ shall award a proper disCiplinary me.asure (or educatiOl 
.measure) to suit him.. Following the execution of the sentence, the COl 
shall submit the minor to his guardians and instruct them for intensifi€ 
supervision of his deeds and behavior. 

ARTICLE 45: Should the perpetrator be a minor who has attained the age of 15 years 
but has not reached the age of 16 years, on charges of felony he shan 
not be punj.shable by more than five years imprisonment. In. cases othE 
than felony, he may be sentenced by not less than one-half of the miIrln 
and not more than one-half of the maximum penalty provided for that 
crime. 

ARTICLE 46: The provisions of this law on reCidivism shall not apply to persons mer 
tioned in Articles 44 and 45. Likewise, provisions of Article 45 shall 
not apply to the perpetrators of premeditated murder. 

ARTICLE 47 : Sho~d the perpetrator of a criminal offense be insane at the time of th~ 
cOmI¥ission of the Crime.~ he may n.ot be punished. 

ARTICLE 48: If a convict prior to the completion of his sentence to imprisonment 
becomes insane, he shall be committed to ~e nearest mental hospital 
for treatment. The time spent in the institution by the convict shall be 
credited tow~rd service of the sentence to imprisonment. 

ARTICLE 49: When the perpetrator is compelled to commit a crime against the pro
visions of this law, he shall not be held responsible. Compulsion for 
purposes of this law shall mean the threat of death, threat of losing 
onets limb or a serious bodily injury endangering one's life. 

ARTICLE 50: A governm.ent employee or Civil servant who commits a deed considere~ 
crime by this law shall not be held crimmally responsible in the follow
ing instances: 



ARTICLE 51: No sentenees shall be pardoned or remttted except in accordance with 
the provisions of the law. 

ARTICLE 52: S.~ou.1d, in .cases of felony t the attendant circumstances necessitate the 
rilnUssion of a sentence J the Couri may reduce the felony sentence as 
follows: 

a} di~ath penalty to life impriSoDment with or with:mt h'3.rd labor; 

b) life imprisonment to regulal~ imprisonment with hard labor; 

c) regltlar imprlsollment with hard lahar to reg "alar imprisonment 
\vi.thout hard labor 

d} regular imprisonment witbi)llt ha.rd labor!£. i:'limple imprisonment .. 

The remaining f?lony penalties may bs, reduced by the Court put'S'.lant 
to this Article from more seY,ere grades to Dlilder grades in the manner 
and order prescribed by Articles 19' and 20 of this law. 

ARTICLE 53: On cases of recidivism as well as in tnstances whe:.;ein the law provides 
the maximum penalty for the perpetrato.r, if in the opInion of the Court 
grounds exist for the reduction of senten ~es, it may lessen the maximun: 
penalty provided that it is not less than the minimum pbnalty prescribed 
for the crime by the law. 

54: Sentences of capital punishment and life imprisonment relating to con
victs who exceed 70 years of age shall not .be applied and the selltences 
snall be reduced to sentences of regular imprisonment. 

ARTICLE 55: Provisions of Article 57 shall not apply to the perpetrators of pre-
meditated murders~ , 

CHAPTER S'EVEN: PARDON AND EXPUNGING -.... ... ___ ..--__ r_ 
OF SENTENCES 

;ffARTICLE 56. Tli;) power to rerm.t and pardon sentences from the viewpoint of public 
rights (Ifact-ul-Allah) is the right of the President of the Republic~~ * 

ARTICLE 51; the perpetrator convicted of f~lony does not commit a fresh felony or 
misdemea:;aor within five years of the day on which the punishment has 
beeu served, his previous conviction shall be expunged from his identity 
card and he shall be rehabilitated .. 



PART TWO 
~---

MISDE¥FAN0I! ~ FELONY RELATIN~ 
CIVIL SERVAN'l'S 

..... -~ .. -----

LHAPTER ONE: POLITICAL CRIf\fiNAL OFFENSES 
~EMEA:N0R AND FELq~~) 

ARTICltE 58: Every Civil Servant who .commits the following crimes shall be pun
ished by death penalty: 

a) Makes armed rebellion against the State of· Afghaniatan indepen- , 
den.tly; or with the a1d of other men ~ or with the aid of a foreign. 
state; 

b) Participates in a criminal conspi'l"acy With a foreign State thereby 
rendering the pmclamat10n of war by that state against AfghanistaJ 

c. -Commits an act aimed at detaohing any part of te:r:ri.t<rry frcrn 
Afghanistan, in viQlation of the tel."l'itoriai integrity or the,indepen
dence of the Country; 

d.;' "Provides means and facilities for briDging thB enemy nf Afghanistli 
':into the Country; , 

e" Disposes any part of the territory of Afghanistan to be reqnislted 
by the enemy; 

Assists the enemy of Afghanistan by providing armed groups, moo 
or' materials; 

g.. Collaborates for the success of the enemy by means other than tho 
provided in the foregomg paragraphs; 

h. Commits espionage for a foreign state against the intere!3ts of 
Afghanistan .. 

AR'.l'IOLF 5th JUly official who communicates or conveys sensitive information relatu 
toneg'I)ti3tion t secret state correspondence or Si;ate deoisions pertain:i:r 
to niobilization of the state military forces, or maps of military expsdl 
tions t or military resouroes, to agents of a foreign state shall be pun-
ished by death penalty.. . 

ARTICLE 60: Any offiCial entrusted with the detection of tli·:,' m.l hJ;"u.j or apia 
of a foreign state who after tha1.r recognition conccal~ i:'l' (::~;: tfll:ll::. 

or caU_80S the concealment of such person shall be punished by death 
penalty. 

AHTICLE 61: Any- officIal who deUbcrately and ¥.1t..h ill intentions destroys or sets fir, 
to 11:'iilitary w::n::'ehonses, ~',r1ny and ammunitions stores> or a public huil 
ing containing state documents ~md papers shaH he sentenced to death. 



G~1; At"y 8~:ate ofOehd who co!unth:; n:n ~!et at 
Df AfghanJBtHu ",hall be ~~'"LV''''' pllnjsh:nlent~ 

ARTICLE 6,1: L-UlY State official who incites invites the armoo iorces or the AfghaJ 
people to armed IDsurrection agamst the government of Afghanistan sha 
be sentenced to death .. 

ARTICLE 65: Every government offioial who by means of writir.lg or speech makes hOi 

propaganda for the perpetration of the crimes provided in paragraphs (f 
and (c) of Article 85 f and A:ct:icles 62 and 6,4: shall be punished by imp~i.1 
lllont iTom five to 10 years at hard labor. 

ARTICLE 66: Eve:t'Y offioial who comm.it~ espionage against one forei~.:t state to bellef 
another foreign. power Sh~llI be sentenced to imprisonment for three to 1 
years. 

ARTICLE 6'1: Any State offiCial who without prior o.fficlaJ pen,Y1iss!on ('ommits au act 
obtain poli:tical or military secrets of the State of Afghanistan ~ upun the 
aoquisitiao. of such information shall be sentenced to one to three years 
imprisonment .. 

AR'l'ICI..E 68. Any gover.oment offil1ial who by means of propaganda or in some oL"er 
way incites violence and homicide between the people of the Cotmtry , H 
homicide oocurs)o shall be punishable by death penalty • 

ARTICLE 69: If an official incites and invites the people to violence and homicide, aUf 
his act does not result in homiCide but cauaesgeneral disorder and loot 
he shall be liable to imprisomnent from three to seven years with hard 
labo1' $ 

" 
ARTICLE 70: Should an official mvite and ineite the people to violence and homicide, . 

his aot rioes not result in any effect, he shall be punishable by exile for 
three to five years .. 

ARTICLE 71; Tn instances other than the provisions of Article 61, any offiCial who del 
erately and with ill intentio-.as destroys by means of arson the State prop 
shall be sentenced to imprisonment from three to five years at hard lab' 

ARTICLE 72: L-..... J * 
ARTICLJS 73 ~ ..:\.llY offiCial who for purposes of insulting t brings down 01' tears the 

national fI.ag of Afghanistan L-" e ;) shall be sentenced to life illlprisoru 

CHAPTER TWO: MlSDElvIEANOR AND FELONIES --- --
. Y!I'I.:H RESPEg:r. 1:O ]RRE9"!:!L<\.R~ 

gms IN THE P ERFORMANQ! 
Q! Op':FICLAL DtJTIE~ 

ARTICLE 74: Every gOlrel'nrl1J511t official who uses threat or fOl'ee against other govern 
r.a.ent offiCial to prevent him from the performanoe of Ius duty, 

be sente..llced to imprisonment for one to three This provisl 
also appUes to the offiCial who compels another to resign by use 

or force~ 
-_~"",. __ ,.c .............. _ ... ,,,,,,,,~_.," ___ .............. 

* Note: .Decre(, No.1, Art. 1. 



.. \r{rtl(~l,f~~ 7~: FlhOUltt an o~: ;:;. i)i;'·;""':':;,Sn ~ . .-jJtrr\.;;/;d -'F,-itt: ~.l".~t:: ~~'J. ".)1 ~J i)(q:·tH" 

"lmder arrest, detent1all or imprisol1lLlent> rec!<J8ss1y an escap 
he shall be punished in accordance wi.th the provisiO'!'ls of Articles (12: 
and 128) of the Military Penal Law" 

ARTICLE 76: If an official entrusted with the procurement of goods for the governm 
or the disbursement of public goods by way of bidding 01' otherwise, 
commits an act causing damage to the government> he shall be liable 
imprisonment for six months to three years as well as to restitution f 
the damages incurred • 

. A.RTICLE 77: Any official usmghis official power to obstruct the application of Coa 
deciSions or the implementliition of orders issued lawfully by public 
authorities shall be punishable by deprivation of the right to public off 
or imprisonment for· one to three years, and if the implementation hal 
been delayed vrithout justification, the perpetrator shall be punishable 
by imprisonment not exceeding one year" 

ARTICLE 78: A:ny official who without authority intervenes in a Court1s legal juris
diction, performs acts outside his own sphere of official powers t and 
although notified by the Court or the public prosecutor continues his 
activities f shall be sentenced to deprivation of public office or to 
imprisonment for three months to three yea.1.'s or to both .. 

ARTICLE 79: Any official who by law or by the'order of the government is required 
Publish an offiCial announcement or a state decree, but fails to accom 
plish this duty without legal excuse and thereby inflicts damage on the 
government or the people II shall be punished for one year suspenSIOn. 
from office, the payment of a fine of one and a half to two thousand 
Afghanis 1 as well as to compensation of damages. 

ARTICLE 80: Any official who appropriates for his private use any State property 
(movable or immovable) without legal authority, shall be liable to con 
pensate the damages to the government and shall be punishable by sus 
pension from office for one year. 

ARTICLE 81: A government official who disobeys or resists an order la'WfuUy issue 
by his authorized superiors or competent authorities shall be sentenc~ 
to deprivation of public officeso 

ARTICLE 82: An official who fOl' purposes of benefiting or damaging either of the c 
testing parties intervenes in a Court by way of order, demand or inteJ 
cession, shall be punishable by imprisonment for one to months OJ 

payment of a :Eine of more than one thousand Afghanis and than fiv 
thousand ft...fghanis" 

ARTICLE S3! Whenever three or more State officials abandon their jobs jointly or fe 
the purpose of obtaining: a mutual aim collectively leave their jobs, or 
refuse to rlischarge one of their obligations Ulidar the said circumstan( 
shall t anyone of them, be punishable by imprIsonment from mo 
to one year or to a fine not less than three tho:'l..'3and and not more than 
five tho'.lsand A%hru:tls. Should the abandonment of tnij jobs or 
to discharge them endanger the life or health of the or public tr 
quility ~ or as a result thereof inflict damages to t.he interest c 
create a common disorder; the perpetrators shull be 
maximum penalty prOVided in tIll s Arliek,. 



lUt.v;,)iricial :,.)'1:" Otb.0i.\. g!YVO·rTj.i~.u:·~j~ ~~·if..;l::i i-.: l~j~·;r .. ~ 

petrate the crImes provided by Articles 83 (ll': 8,1 of thi;3 law shun 
punishable by the same pemuty as the l:ictual perpetrator. 

iltRTlCLE 86: 
~:7' 

Subject to other provisions of this law, any official who willfully dis
closes a govermnent sec:ret entrusted to him by virtue of his office) 
without pernlission of law, shall be punishable by hnprisol1ment for 
three months to two years. 

CHAPTER THREE: ABUSE OF AUTHORITY FOR 
----. QPPRESsmQ_T~ PEOPLE 

'ARTICLE 87: When.ever an official or any other person who is charged with the 
execution of criminal sentences, applies to a convict a more severe 
penalty than that decided by the Court or applies a penalty n.ot included 
in. the Court sentence t or issues orders for the application of penalties) 
without authority of the COu.rl, he shall be punished by imprisonment 
from six months to two years. A Court of competent jurisdiction may 
also sentence him to deprivation of public offices. 

ARTICLE 88: An official who exploits his office or official au.thority by entering a 
personls residence in instances not provided by the law, shall be pun
ished by imprisonment of six months to two years or by a fine of one 
tho:lsand five hundred to four thousand Afghanis, or by both penalties. 

ARTICLE 89: A government official who by exploitation of his official status subjects 
anoth.er to unlawful violence thereby inflicting injury on his body or 
harm on his prestige and status, shall be sentenced to less than one 
yea,r impl'isonment or to a fine of one to two thousand Afghanis. 

ARTICLE 90; Any official who by misuse of his office or official authority t procures 
without right movable or immovable property from its owner 7 for him
self or another, or compels the owner of the property to sell it to him
self or another, Shall be punishable by imprisonment from three month!: 
to two years and to deprivation of public office. The perpetrator is alse 
obligated to return the original property, and in case of loss of the said 
property, to pay its price to the ovmer. 

CHAPTER FOUR: BRgl.B!!. 

ARTICLE 91 ~ ;An official who in the discharge of duiqr directly or through another, 
accepts a gift or other benefit or promises to accept a gift or other 
benefit for the doing within the scope of his offiCial powers of an offiCial 
act which ought not to be performed by him 1 or for the omiSSion of an 
official act which ought to be perforined "oy him shall be conSidered the 
reCipient of the bribe J and whoever confers or promises to confer a gift 
or other benefit directly or by somebody else to the offiCial shall be 
recognized as the bribe givel', 

ARTICLE 92: The recipient of the bribe t and the bribe giver ~ as well as the p2l::'SOn 
who with full knowledge of the matter, mediates between the two shall 
be punished by imprisonme11t from three to 10 years with 01' without 
hard labor. The gift or pecuniary benefit so given shaH be confj 



ARTICLE !}rJ: Anyone wiw threatens ha.:.'m to another with intent to influence his uffle 
action as a public servant for the doing of an official act which ought n 
to be done or for the omission of an official act to be performed by mil 
shall be punishable by the penalty prescribed for the bribe giver. 

ARTICLE 95; ~Whoever attempts to confer a bribe not yet accepted, or attempts to 
threaten a public servant but fails to do so, shall be sentenced to imp:r 
sonment not less than. three months and not more than one year and by 
fine from one thousand five hundred to two thousand Afghanis & 

ARTICL:t: 96 ~ Provisions of this Cha.pter shall also apply to the employees of executi 
agencies, public enterprises as well as to the empleryees of the instituj 
in charge of management and delivery of public services.! '" 

CHAPTER FIVE: FORGERY . -
ARTICLE 97: Subject to other provisions made in this Chapter, an offiCial who perse 

or with the aid of others, forges the following materials shall be punis' 
by imprisonment of from three to seven years with or without hard lab 

a. ,Presidential decree, sIgnature or seal; 

b. Ordinance issued by the Prime Ministry; 

c. Ordera of other official agencies; 

d. Signature or seal of an official or of the official authorities. 

Equally punishable is an offi cial who uses forged materials, with know
ledge that the forg~ry occurred • 

. ARTICLE 98: An official who unlawfully procures an official seal using it to. a mannm 
which causes damage to the government or to the people shall be sentel 
to imprisonment of from two to five years. 

ARTICLE 99: An offiCial who attempted to commit one of the crimes provided in the 
above Articles of this Chapter, but before completing his criminal deee 
furnishes information establishing the identity of the abettors and o$er 
necessary details of the offense to the government, shall not be pr0secl 
for the act dona. 

ARTICLE 100: Any official who enters false data or f~ils to enter legally material fact 
into an official document, government order, contract~ books, or reeo] 
whether he commits this act by forging a signature, seal, or otber mea 
thus impairing the integrity of a government record shall be punished h: 
imprisonment from three to five years with or without hard labor. Des 
tioll or erasing of writings, Signatures and seals, or addition of words ~ 
false names. 01' omitting words and names are also cove:o:-ed by this pro 
vision ... 

ARTIC LE 101: Any official who ill a Court or an admin.istrative council Invested with 
judicial authority t has been entl'llsted with writing of docmnents, decisi, 
a:..rld other official papers knovvingJy makeL~ a false, entJ:;-v of the stat.ement 
of pBYijOnS, names. f8:itS, o:r t.he like. :::hl:lll 0e punished by l1npri.sonme 
from thr.ee to 10 ye':lTs vvith or WWlOut h;iri labGTo 



'"l.:....!,.~,.)_,:.(.; • ..,VUU i.U31.~,I:: ;~\ ·;nr:.z.J:1-t,:\ p.rovi .. ::?d 1.:) ..!'\Ii~.i.:-L. lj. )~J;~"1 ;1.-~.1. ~'~_od :d:,~ 

·~v·1ti;. ru.lll~no\vl(:.dge ot t}:rclr falsE: co:nteJ.1ts:t shall Le r~ul.1L:";~Jlil)le hy' 

iDlpri8iHlmeni Jo-r two to seven years with or vli.tl10Ut b:u:d b;)oT". 

'ARTICLE 101: .imy official who in his personal history pape:t's for employment, delmer. 
misstates his 11ame and identity, or assists another to commit this act b 
c.ertii).'ing a false document; shall be punishable by imprisonment of one 
year to three years. 

ARTICLE 105: Any official who for purposes of obtaining a passport Oi' athol.' Similar 
document, deliberately misstates his name and identity ~ or aids another 
to commit this ad by certifying a false dccu.mf' .. :nt, Sh<iU be sentenced to 
imprIsonment for two to four yearso 

ARTICLE 106: Any official who forges travel ttckets or the like (.bcrl.L"lents fol' himself c 
for others. or makes false entries or cha1l6es of such, or uses such dOCl 

ment with prior knV'Nledge of the forgery; shall be punish.able by impri
sonment for one to three years or by fine of one thousand to three thousru 
Afghanis. 

ARTICLE 107; }-;Xl official who willfully uses in his name the official documents containin 
nam.e and identity of another person shall be subject to imprisonment of 
three months to one year or to a fine of five hundred to two thousand 
Afghanis6 

ARTICLE 108: An official who forges a medical certificate for himself or for othera, if 
it is aimed at avoiding public service such as military service ~ shall be 
punished by imprisonment of three to five years with or without hard 
labor. In other cas'Js he shall be sentenced to imprisonment for three 
months tc two years. . 

ARTICLE 109 ~ Provisions of ibis Chaptel' relating to the forgery of Signatures shan b:; 
applicable to the perpetrators of !':lur:o offenses with regard to the forgery 
of fingerprlnts. 

ARTICLE 110: .A...n offic.ial who deliberately registers ;:;. minor as adult s or vice versa. on 
his nationality card, Court records, or similar documents. shaH be 
punishable by jmprjsol1lnent for one to three years. 

ARTICLE 111: Any official who makes banknotes or securities of Afghanistan without 
legal authority, or uses or brings in common usage such a fake banknote 
or security notwithstanding his knowledge that it is fake, shall be punished 
by imprlsonment for three years to 15 years with hard labor. 

ARTICLE 112: An offiCial who attempts to commit the crime prescribed by Article 111 
but hefore its ~ompletion provides information to the government OIl the 
case thereby establishing the identity of the abettors ard other necessary 
(k~tails for the related authorities, he shall not be prosecut.edther.efor. 

~!IA:~T~R SIX: 
IflY.IDE ~ZLEMENT Al-l"D FRAUD 

ARTIe LE 113; Any official or other p·2rson who for the purpvs{~ of procurtng gain £Vi' 
:himself or ft.!.1.other > unl:'\~1ul1y appropriates mono:y, securitit'E or o'i;i'}Gl' 

.rl~ovab.18s entrusted to him by virtue of his job. or is other\Vl se in ";}S; (l~!y 
ct g.)C;:w} property) shall lJo sentenced to retum the 0mt'()7.'Z1~;tJ Pl''.)pC'~~;? 
and,yv a fille equivalent t·,) its price as w(oH q;:, H·.;, >-, .. ' .. 
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nl~-1."1.nfl:ict!..lring or or,1€;."111g of goods .f('~r '{J}i~: g0~j;:~~'n-l~:u~)r!~::; v:hc. \vltll a 'vi 
to reer~jving ",.n nnla-;vful material gain fi):!: himsdf 01' <lllothc.:;:'. d,-"ceiv,: 
a government agency by submitting a false account or in. some other \1 

shall be punishable by imprisonment for one"to three years, and to re 
the property so acquired. 

ARTICLE 1151 Any official or other person in charge of collecting government dues. 
ccllects from another a sum in excess of what he is obliged to pay sh~ 
be sentenced as follows: 

a. Superior officials of the agencies t to imprisonment for three yea: 
10 yeaFs with or without hard labor, as well as to deprivation of 
public offices; 

b~ Ot.her government officials and employees to imprisonmeut of onE 
three years and deprivation of pu~lic office. 

In both cases s the sum unlawfully procured shall be returned to the ov 
if he is known, ot.herwise it shall belong to the public treasury. 

ARTICLE 116: Any official who by virtue I)f his office is entrusted with disbursing an 
consi.gning of money and articles to others 1 if he u.nderpays or ha.nds ( 
less than is due or uulawfully appropriates all or part of the property . 
shall be punishable tolmprtsonment for one to three years. In case b 
appropriates the pl'operty for himself, he shall be puuishable by six 
months to seven months imprisonment with or 1Iii.thout hard labor and' 
reimburse the property to its propel' owner. 

ARTICLE 117: An official who by fraud in public employments appl'opriates more mOl 

than is legally required for the payroll, thereby procuring the salariel 
the non-existing' employees for himself, or he officially registers his 
private servants as government employees without letting them perfor 
publie service, shall be punished by imprisonment from three to five J 
and must reimburse twice the sum'thus appropriated from tIle State tr 

, :" " .: '-I ", 

ARTICLE 118: Any official who is entrusted with the administration or su.pervision of 
services to be done for the State s in the 90\l~'se of his duty procures at 
unlawful gain for himself. he shall be sentel1c;ed to~mprisonment for tJ 
months to five years. 

ARTICLE 119: An official who in the course of concluding government contra.cts. or u 
barsing money 01' property t commits fraud \Villi intent to unlawfully be: 
other persons, thereby procuring a material gam for himself, shall be 
tenced to imprisonment for three to seven ye:u?s. 

ARTICLE 12(); Subject to the provisions made by the foregoing Artkles of this Chapte: 
official who by any means unlawfully procures government pl'ope ct;y fOl 

self, or aids other persons in the cOlnmission 'jf sueh 81). offense> shaD 
sentenced to imprisonment for three months to five years. 

ARTICLE 121: Any official who helps u.f1other p.~rson avoid the perfonnanc.? of his pro: 
vls-3-vjs the state shall be pun.i.shable by impris~)U'ment for one rnonth I 
years as wen as by deprivation of public office. 
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I\RTICLE 122: \,,'"hoaver removes or damages an official Pllt {m by an official organ 
for the purpose of safekeeping certain objeot.s or premises \\":ithout legal 
authorizution, shall be pll:n.ished by imprisonment for three months to 
one year. Should the perpetrator be officially in custody of the seal, he 
shall be sentenced to imprisonment :for three to five years a 

ARTICLE 123: In (;~~Se of renlOval of a seal as provtded by Article 122;- the watchmull 
whose negligence has faailitated the commissiorl of the crime shall be 
punishable by imprlsoll1nent for six months 0)' by' a [ille of one t..l1ousand 
aud one to two thoUl"jilnd Afghanis. 

ARTICLE 124: Whoever steals or embezzles official pa.pers and documents or papers and 
documents relating to Court records shall be sentenced to imprisonment 
for tvvo to five years. Should the perpetrator be the custodian of such 
p:;JperB and doouments ~ he may be sentenced to im.prisonmeni for three to 
seven years. If the said papers 8'lld doouments have been stolen s embezzle 
or damaged in a State archive> the custodian. whose negligence raeWtateB 
thec.:ymmission of this crime s.halllx~ pamshalJle by ilnpl'i.so.uw::mt (If th1.'ee 
to sL'i: montbs or by a .fine of one thousand and 'J!le to tW(. thOUSfJ.G.d Afghanls, 



PART TlmEE 
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O'l~ER PERS~S! lit:fiSD~~~()~ ~l_FELo.N.1 
AGAlNsr PUBLIC SECuRITY A.NJ) W'EU,ARE· 0'':","""*",_",, _~ ;;$ .. __ ... II. ~.... _: ___ - ph _ 

ARTICLE 126; Whoever commits. lit crin:le ~unde:r A.rtiol~ 58 of this law shall b 
pumsnable by tht7 death ~" 

AR'I1CLE 127; ··~.thoeva:r commi.m:!cmeB ol"-couveys sensitive h'lformatioD. relattng w a 
negotiation j. e<m.fidem:1al .official corresponden!}e, govemment declaiQU 
in respeetto the· mobi,lizatioo of !lrmed fGl."Ces 1 or mape o.f rfrllitaxy 
exp$d1tlOO8 or tnUitary resources ·to.·~ of it foreign cotmtry wimo~ 
authorlzatlon. of the govemment shall be,,~ced to capital puDismne 

. . .!. . 

. ARTICLE 128: Whoo~el'w.W.ful1y and With ill :Uttent :~r{)y~ or sets'fire toa nlill.tru:Y 
warehouse.~ asto:re of arms and s.nuiunitians orapubl1c buildfljg 0011-

t~aat¢ .doou.m.en.tS and papers '6~'iJe'puMBhableby death penaltj 

ARTICLE 129: . Whoever makes an .attemptSg~iIle iile -of'thShead of State or th~ p 
Mmtster of~ani8tau shall· be $mt.ced to death .. . . . . . . . . 

ARTICLE 130: Whoever ~t8 an aqt. ailned a,t·the o~~ of the tft0puhU~7* of 
~8hal1 be pumshlld by d~ ~ty. 

ARTICLE 181; Whbever tnciteElt.hea.rmed forcesor'thepeQjleof Aighantstm lor an 
. armed uPheaval agam,st the gwe~ of'~ •. ~be Bertt6n( 
to capital :pmUshmem or life impJ'lsOnm~'Witbhald~re 

ARTICLE 132: 
~. 

Whoever by speech or by m.~c~'Wt"itmgmak~e holltne propaganda 
mc!tiDtthe 'o6~81on of crtmesprooCrtbed by paragraphs {a} ami(C 
of Arttcle:'58 t and Articles 180 and 131 ~ shall be ~!e by imprlS( 

. mem for ,three to seven years" 

ARTICLE 133: Whoever commits espi0llElg6 for a foreign cot'illtry ag~ another fore 
countrJ·sha1l be sentooced,to !mp:dsonment~-r three to 'five years 4 

,. 

ARTICLE 184: 'Whoev0l;' ~ Without officIal authorization from the state,tries to o1t:~ 
political or ~t~ secrets of the,,$S;te, of Afghanistan shall ~ upon: the 
a.oquisitim of such information, be':ptm1ahable by imprisonment fur on 
to two years" . 

ARTICLE 135: Whooverby inea:n.s of propaganda or other means incites violence and 1 

killings between the people of the Co1.m.try p iI kiDmgsoooor shall be 81] 

to, death. penalty or to life imprlsomn.en.tWitb or without hard labor. 

ARTICLE 138: Wlloever agitates and prm'fi1keB the people toviolmce and mass killings 
'and his 1:tt.1; does not result in homicide but ORuses looting and general < 
ordi"r, shall be troprtsoned for three t.? five years 'with or 'IA>ith.out hare 
labox¢ 
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:_LU;_~ \~;ilh i.ll intent de8"[.t\),YS 01' burns the StatE: pruJ.~H .. n':ty 5113.11 bt-; sentenced 

to Imprisonm~llt for th1'08 to five years. 

bTICLB 133: Wnoever Insults the head of State. of Afghanibtan shall b'B se-ntencedto 
f<{¥": 

imprisonment for six months to 15 years. 

'iAHTICI.;E 140! Wnoever for purpos·ss of ins111ting, tears or lowers tbe national flag of 
Afghanistan . .~ shall be imprison.ed from 10 to 15 years. 

:~~.lfi 
:liRTICLE 141: Whoever commits a criminal contempt i'n Wliting 0'1' Ilerbally agaillsta 

state official t a policeman, or any other person entrusted with the 1)1.'::1'
formance of an official duty t during the ctindJct of his ·:lnty '.IX' fnr flit:' 
activities stem.m.l.ng from his dJ.ty, shall be punishable by ilIlprisomnent 
of one to six rnonths or by a fine of on.e thousand and one to two thousand 
AfghaniS. 

And if the contempt is committed agalnst the staff of a court or a council 
possessing judicial authority or a member thereof; the perpetl~ator 8ha}] 

be sentenced to imprisonment for six months to one year or by a fine of 
two to three thousand Afghanis. 

,ARTICLE 142; Whoever without justification causes the waste of time and energy of the 
institutions or persoIlS charged with. the performance of general services 
by means of false reports of accidents that have not vccurred or similar 
acts, shall be punished by imprisonment for one to three m.onths or by a 
fine of one thousand and one to two thousand Afghanis. If this action invo 
expense, the Court may also order the reimbursement of such expenses .. 

,ARTICLE 143: Whoever resists a lawful order of a governme.."lt official, 01' a policeman 
or a.nother person or an official aSSignment, duri.J~g the performance of 
their duties on the aC,tivlties stemming from their offices, shall bo:; impri" 
soned for three months to one year or fined from one thousand five hundrl 
to two thousand Afghanis.' .,. 

Should bodily injury be inflicted on the said persons, the perp'Btrator shal 
tv; sentenced to imprisonment for six months to W'\TO years. 

Conviction of the perpetrator to the abovesaid sentences shall not exdud2l 
considera!:ion of civil action by the Court of competent jurisdiction. 

~PTE~ !.l!RE~~..:ESCAPE FROM ARR~ST2 DETENTION OR 
IMPRISONMJ<~!\TT AND AIDING THE PERPETRATORS ------ - .... -..-----.--------.-.:-"'"'"--..----

,~TICLE J-H: p.:ny p .. ::.rsotl who, while lavli'ully under arrBst, es;,;apes, shall be puuished 
b:! impri.sonment for three months to three years or bI a fine of one 
thousand to five tho:lsan:::1 Afghan.i.s. S':-::}uld tlv~ esonpe br:~ made possible b 
the -use uf forGe or tl1reat., the 1)0l"{)etrator sb.cdl be .~ tllpris-: .. rued for t;"1ilo to 
f1ve ~}'e<:1T'-s or fined froID tll~"ee thousa:n.d [:.1 S::~;/f;n t.bt.~~l88itd i\fgh~~nJ.s~ 



IRTICLE! '15<); 
':;~: ~ 

fm:' one month to ;;lx rnot1ths Ol' by <:l tin'.:; i)[ Oll~-:; t.hoasCl_nd a.ud miti;(; 

tv/O tbolum.nd Afghanis. If the perpetrator of the (JrigjnrJ offens;", be 
the spouse ~ p3.rent or child of the persun who harbors or helps t the 
provisions or this Article shall not apply. 

Wb.o>:.~ver. himself or with the aid Df others ~ kuoWingly harbors or conceal 
a person who bas escaped from the military service t or accommodates 
him wi+h faeilities ill the commission of suoh an act, shall be sentenced t( 
tmprisonment for at"\: months to t"wo years or to a fjne of one thousand anc 
five hundred Afgh.anis.. If the perpetrator of the original offense be the 
spouse of the escapee, tho provisions of tbJ,s Article shall not apply. 

~ARTICLE 151: Silbject to provisions made in other Ar{;icles in this Chapter , wboev2.r 
personally or by means of other persons j forges materlals prescl'ibed 
below ~ shall be punishable by impriso.mnent for tb-ree to five years with 
or with:mt hard labor: 

8_ ~Presidential decree ~ signa.ture or seal; 

h.. I)ecrees issued by the Prime· Minister; 

c~ Orders isS'ied by othel' official agencies; 

d. Signature or sljal of an official or of an official agency. 

Equally punislia."\:)le is a person whokno'Ni.'ngly uses the forged materials~ 

.ARTICLE 152: Whoever unlawfully procures an officia:! seal using it in a detrimental waJ 
against 'pubUc vrprlvate'jnterest shall be imprisoned for one to three yel 
at hard labor. 

. .. 

:ART!CLE 15:l: Wlw0v8r attmnpts to' com.:mit a criminal offense prescribed in the foregor 
Ax"tioles of this Chapter 1 bat prior to' the completion of tlle offens·e, infor 
the goverml'lc111 of the mCident and provides complete information about h 
accomplices and other necessary details about them. he shall not be Pl'O

secute.d for the act dODe .. 

AR.TICLE vThoever makes a false entry m~' g6ve~ent!'~cord or fails to enter leg 
rcqulred material facts into a'll bffrciafdooumenJ;. govern.ment orders, c( 
tracts ~ or b03ks and other records, whether 'by forgery of a signature or 
usmg forged seals. deatroying or remov-:iDg writings ~ Signatures a.o.d seal 
or addltial1 of fake words or names :>1' omission of words or names shall. i 
punishable by imprisonment for three to seven yeal~s. 

ARTIC LE 155: Whoever by thellse of mealiS prOVided in Article 154, C01nmtt.s ry iI 
thB writings of other persons,. or kno'l;T.ll,sly utilizes forged wTitt.'lgs silall 
b,=- irnpriso:lcd for throe to nine 111Onths. 

ARTICI£ \iV"no8ver d'jlibeY.'i'l tely and with Imowledge of me false :nature of the iOT'g0d 
PBIJ8l'S prcscrlb(,;d in ArtieJe J 54.. makes Hbe of th(;m 
f~)-r~ to Sf.~Vejl ~le&,rS~ 
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entries in sueh do:::m!lents or maK'.:s u~e oi r,;uch :!lot
-'<U .. I''-I,'-'I<, hh, knowle:1J') of tn.::maticl', sh:.dl be ill'lpris(}QC'd f01".' one 

to tht"eo years~ 

ARTICLE 15'3. Whoever tl'Jvei tickets or tbe.like doeuments for bimself or 101: 
other persons ~ or makes false entries Qr 0hanzes as sucb t or USC3 sud 
do-:mments '\\ith prior knowledge of the matter, shall b'2: punishable by 
imprisonment to 18 months or by a fine of two to three tJlOusand 

Afg.hanis. 

ARTICLE 160; 'Whoever uses ill his name travel tickets or other similar d:>c.mn.ents 
relating to <Jthers s~lall he punishable by jmpr!s~mment fron1 one to si>:: 
months or by a [inc from one thousmld and fhi:.: hundr~~d to two thcu.::;rl.nd 

Afghanis. 

ARTICLE 161: Any physician who medi cal oertifkate$ for a pers<}J], if With the 
intent of avoiding IHbHc services suea as mllitary conscl'lption> shall 
be punished by three to five years Imprlsomnont 'with or wiili::mt h'lrd 
labor; in other case.s, he shall be imprlso:'1ed for O.:l€ to three ye:n~.3. 

ARTICLE 163: Whoev0-r, by U.Sing the name of a physician or a 8U'l:'geon, forges a medii 
c<;lrtlficate for himself or another v;:1.th the intent of avoiding pJ.blic ser-v-j 
stich as military C(lllS':~!'l11tion shall b'3 punIsh9d by imprisonment for on3 
iotw'o yearB. 

ARTlcr~E 164: Prov.i.s;on.:s of t:hb Ch;)ptc:c the fOl"J;·~:ry of slgo.ature3 s~:1all )).3 

appJied to t)1f: J);:;t'petf.'at,ns '!l lUl,te:rprint forger:)" ~\;,; well. 

ARTICLE 165: Whoever forges the seal or trR.demark of a comp~y registered in 
90corciance 'w;ith the provi8io')'s of the law to.:' who forges the seal or 
symbol of a Chamber of Commerce. and likevrise ~ who J.,."lCS such forged 
se~l or symbol notwith<:)tanding prior k\10wledge of its nature, shall bo3 
imprisoned for one mon"ll to::me year. 

ARTICLE 166: Whoever $ llulawfu.lly acquires the legitimate seal of 11 company or of a 
Chamber of Comrnerce lJnd uses it in a manner detrimental to the com
pany or the Chamber of Commerce, 8Jla11 b'3 pJ:llish~d by imprIsonment 
for six to 18 months. He shall als~ b.e responsible to indemnify the 
damages In~urr<3d to the company or the Chamber of Commerce. 

ARTICLE 167: A person. who as manager oJ a hotel or a guest-house, o:!': other lodgi.n{5 
u,icolDmodations, williuU:y m'lkes false entry of the name of a gU3st shall 
b8 subject to imprismlmen":: from one -to six months or a fine of one 
thousan1 and five hundred 'to two tho:lsand Afghani.s .. 

ARTICLE iSS! Whoever forges banknotes or C'ilrren~y of Afghanistan ·w:ith.)ut legal p:>r
mission, or who uses or cirC'~uates the fake bgn1motes and sec'.tritios 
regardless of his prior knowledge of the matter, shall be se:ntenc€'rl to 
imprisonment for three to 12 years at hard labor. 

ARTIe!J!: 169: 'Whoever attempts to commit the crime provia'3d by Article Hig ~ b~'for 
its completion informs the government of the case and pt'<wides. complete 
tnform&.ii.o!} about his accomplices and ::>ther necossars fOf tlw 
il!lt.horitics conc0rucd ~ shall not b·3 prosecuted 



CHAPTEH ONE: PETTY OFFENSES OF CrvIL SERV At~TS ___ ..... ___ " ..-_-.. ____ ..... _,..~ __ .... I .... _._~~ ______ _ 

i;ARTICLE 170: Any offi.cial who commits one of the offenses provided below shall be 
punished !JY th.e postpon.emellt of promotion for one term, or the payman 
of a fine of five hundred to one thousand Afg111:1l11s ,:}r by both p·.?nalties: 

il. In instances othor than tbDse provided 'jy Article 59 or 86. dis
clo~ure of documents" officia11etters or other similar papers 
designated by administrative su?orlors as confidential; 

h. Except as providsdin Article 79 t loss or deatruc..'tioll )1 t.ir0111ars 
issued by official agencies, by Olle officially .I.'esp0nsiblc tor giVID.s 
notice of them to civil servants c l' th.e puhiic; 

c. Nc..""glect tn the l)eIi'ormance o~ a provision made by law; 

-ARTICLE 171: .An official committing one of the followmg offenses shall be p\.mished."JY 
a salary, cut of on·s, to 1,5. days: 

.' ,,' . ~ .. 

a~ Participation as a customer in an auctio::l or bidding which he is 
officially responsible to ad."l1i:nistcr or super'vise; , 

bo Disobedience to a lawful order issued by rlissupel'~or; 

c.. Insulting his s'Jp'31'ior for reasons stemming frvm or relating to the 
perforn'lance of hi.s duties. 

TICLE 172 ~ An officIal who commits or.w of the followiUL,{ offenses shall be repri
ma:nr:l9d, f.llld if, after being reprimand3d. he commits the offense again 
EhaH be punished by un?atd work for 0JC to five d::tys; 

a. In:egularlty in 8ttoni.lalJ.Ce !h)t c:f.fVd'ecl'lY the provisions ;,)( the C:hr.il 
Servants Attendance an,d i,ea VB Law. -'i' 

b. DeliuBl'ate and r0peated ·:;arelessness in the p:::rformance of dllti 
officiaUy to him ,. 

c. Und..1e delay of 

d. Insulting p8l:S0nS '("no 
come to his 

of 



1}~l; \:\7ithin t118 autl~tJ.t"lty l)y thc; n.1)·i~i~:~~~Y , the l)r\Yv 11101<11 
Uakl.ll1 * within ~"aeh 01.' theiI" own adp:llnistrathTe jm<isdlctlons. 

ARTICLE enforcement 0: the sanctions provIded by Article 172 shall be arr 
the ~uthority of the following stIper'lors: 

a. Ranl\: first and rank two superiors may give a warning and deterrr. 
the amOtlllt of salary cut from one to five days; 

b. Ran'.< three superiors may only give a waruiD6" 

ARTICLE 175: On ql1estions of competence with regard to the application of S:;mCtiOlll: 

admiu.:.strative infractions (petty offooses relating to civil sexV'ants) t1 
offieiating or acting superior has the same right as the a.ctual holder; 
an office. 

CHAPTER 'TWO: PETTY OFFENSES OF OTHER PERSONS ---_.-._'---' ... ------_..-. ..... _... -------

ARTICLE 176: WllOe,-,er oOll11x:.:i'ts 01l1~ of the f:()1l0~.\1inir acts shall be i!tentenc0"J t.o a5:ti, 
of 5 {) Afghanis: 

a. Total or partial obstruction of a public way ;vithout permission. of 
authorizad agency; 

b. Leaving uulit at nights articles permitted hy the authorized agel: 
to be pat in a public way; 

c. Lea'iring a well dug in a public way by permission of an authJrized 
3£encs u:ulit at night or without a. sign during the day; 

d. Washing thinas in a public way. 

ARTICLE In: Whoever conlmits one of the following acts shall be sentenced to 100 
Afghnnis fine: 

a. Negligence in compliance with ord.3I'S of official authorities with 
resp-set to tearIDg- down or repairing \,tanS or buildIngs in a dange 
conditio!) and likely to fall; 

h. Throwing such th~s in a public way that are likely to injure lXH'S 

using the way .. 

ARTICLE 178: Who(~ver commits one of the following acts shall fined 150 Afghanis; 

R. Negligent conduct ¥lith respect to Xl insane pers;:)n his ca:re; 

h. N€'6ngent omission to care for a fero.:::!ous or 
his charge with probable d.mger of gdG'iTiousInjllry to 

e. IVIakJn.s Si.K:h 11)1Se8 whicb tend to the 

in. ;J ; 



c. j\'iegligout con:1uct with l:eSp'Bct to l'13IXH:ihlg to the r'dat.ed jJuab 
office animals ill oneis possession infected by contagious disease; 

d.. Violation of quarantine imposed by a public authority for the pro
tection of healthy animals O'll the animals infected :by contagious 
disease in his possession; 

e. Refusal to accept banknotes and other official currency of Afghamstan 
-in the absence of any doubt of forgery; 

f. Uprooting or cutting plants and trees cultivated .in public roads, 
gardens or public grounds. 

::A.R'l'lCLE 180: Whoever willfully damages traffic signals, road signs, bllildings, public 
electric light posts, telephones and the like. shall be sentenced to pay 
compensation for the said damage as well as a fine of 300 Afghanis. 

;ARTICLE 181: Punishment pl'ovided in this Chapter shall be within the du.ties of the mayor 
and in· places that do not have a mayor, shall be Within the duties of the 
RalaID. 



PART FIVE 

ARTICLE 182: The provisions made in the second part of this law shall also be applied 
to the officials of municipalities and government enterprises .. 

ARTICLE 183: Civil Servants Courts shall also apply all punisbm.ents prescribed In. the 
follolilring mentioned laws not eA-pressly assigned to s!Jme other CO;} rts ; 

a. Th(~ Press La:w* 

b. Law on the Travel and Residence of Foreign Nationals in Afghanistan" 

ARl'ICLE 18·4: In the event the authority of the Civil Servants Courts over crimes is nat 
.:}le8r, it shall be concluded in accorda:!lce with a. decision of the S.lpreme 
Council of Ministers approved by the !lead of State. • 

ARTICLE 185: In all felony cases provided by Chapter One of Part Two and Chapter One 
of Part Three of this law, punishable by deai:h penalty or imprisOllment 
exceeding 10 years, if tlle accused, at the time of the commission 0f 
crime was outside of Afghanistan or after t."lJ.e commission of the crime eSl 
abroa d, and after the Court summons has been legally served all him and 
he has not returned to Afgha:nistan ~ the Council of Ministers d-eprlve the 
acoused of Afghan citizenship_ * However ~ if Afghanistan has signed atl 

agreement on extradition with the State where the accused is dwelling, the 
Council of lMinister8 , prior to deCiding on the deprivation of citizenship, 
shall make sure that extradition of the perpetrator is not possible within 
three years from the time the crimin.:ll offense was committed ... 

ARTIcr,E 186: Whellever the Court sentences the perpetrator of a felony provided in 
Chapter one of Part TWo t and Chapter one of Part Three of this law, to 
imprisonme:ntnot less than 10 years and not more than 15 years, the 
convicted person may aocept a period of deprivation of political and social 
rights for any perIod ·)f his term of imprisonmeIit in excess of 10 years. 
In Buell a case ,the Court orders a 10-year term of imprisonment plus the 
writ on deprIvation of political and social rIghts. 

ARTICLE 18'T: On charges of misdemeanor punishable by less tha:n three months impri
sonment, the Court may in lieu of the imprisonment sentence. decide on 
compulsory residence in a specified place or prohibition of residence in 
a specified place or certain places ~ 

ARTICLE 183: Sh::mld the Court sentell.ce the perpetrator of a misd·",meanor provided in 
Chapter One and '.rwo of Part Two, and Chapters One and Two o:~ Part 
Three of this law, to imprisonment exceeding n:ine months or to a fine in 
eXi3ess of five thousand Afghanis. it can also s-eutence him to partial 
deprivatioTI of soci81 rights. 

*Note: Law of 9 Jadi 132:) 8upGrseded .by Prt::ss Law, 17 Sllnhlila 1314. 
*Note: 15 Me~;::'D 1:318. 
*Note: 16 Aqrnb ·Ulii. 



urflt~§.J.f~ j.8~;: Sh.ould trLB C\:nrri sent('ii;.:i3' th(:: }H::~.rI)i~tX'atc\r> of t1 nji8d\.3.nl.:..~.!J.,.n.:>r- ;)l<~'J:.;.J:·;:-~ 

by Chapter Two 0f Part Two of this law 1 to mon~ than !.line ffiouths 
imprisonment, it may as w'ell 111 lieu of the imprisonment term excecd
ing six months ~ sentence pJm to suspension from the civil service~ for 
a period not less than one year and not more than two years. 

~TICLE 190: In the event of conflict between the provisions mad·) by other laws>. and 
the provisions of this law, the provisions of this law shall prevail. 

UtTICLE 191; Following the enforcement (or proclamation.) of this law t provisions 
made by Articles 86 to 92 t inclusive of the Law on the Employment, 
Promotion and Retirement of Civil, Servauts* of Afghanistan as well 
a,s the provisions made by the &..ngle Article of 8 Hamal 1328 A. H. , 
are abrogated. 

This law is 13romulgated among other law5 ado;,ted by the State of 
Afghanistan on Monday, 26 of Qaus ~ 1341 A. H. corresponding to 
the 20th of the montb of Rajab-al-Morajab 1382 of the Lunar Calendar. 

*Note: 17 Jadi 1333. 

~m.ended~ 22 Dalwa 1348, 18 Mizan 1351~ Hi Hool1351. 
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